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Church Hanagement 


--- needs *5000.00 
How you may help 


To meet pressing obligations, push cam- 






paigns for new subscriptions, execute ex- 






panding editorial plans Church Manage- 






ment will require, before May first, $5000.00 






more than its normal income expectancy. 










We have never asked for the gift of a cent 


for this periodical, are not doing so now, 






and probably never shall, but you can help 






us secure this amount in legitimate, eth- 





WILLIAM H. LEACH 


Editor and Publisher 





ical ways. 











These we hace listed below: 








ZT. $1250.00 should come as the re- eB. =$1250.00 can be secured from 











sult of the special offer coupon on 
page 350 of the March issue. These 
coupons, countersigned by a sub- 
scriber gives new subscribers a spec- 
ial one year subscription rate of 
$1.25. One thousand of such coup- 
ons will bring in $1250.00. 


2. $1250.00 will come if five hun- 
dred churches will subscribe for im- 
portant key laymen in the church 
boards. These subscriptions cost 
but $1.25 each, in lots of four. Two 
hundred and fifty churches taking 
four subscriptions in this way will 


bring in $1250.00. 


for the gift of a single dollar. 





Your reward: A continuing, bigger and better Church Management. 








With your help we can reach this amount? Remember we are not asking 
But you can help in these ways. 


past due subscriptions. If five 
hundred men who have allowed the 
subscription to fall behind will pay 
up before May first, the amount of 


$2.50 each, will bring $1250.00. 


4. $1250.00 could be brought in 
by extra payment for a two year 
subscription when remitting for 
your own subscription. Add $1.50 
to your $2.50 remittance. That 
gives you two full years for $4.00, 
you save a dollar and it helps us to 
secure the sum we feel is necessary. 
The additional $1.50 payments on 
833 of these will bring $1250.00. 
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Bull’s-eye for Bulletin Boards 








By Charley Grant 
Lively scraps make a dead church. 


* a * 
The way some folks live is simply 
killing. 
* * * 
Wild oats lead right up to the grim 


reaper. 
* ok o* 


A good scandal leaves a bad taste. 


* * * 


Real patience carries a lot of wait. 


tk * * 


When life seems grim — grin. 


* * * 


Fast lives end up to slow music. 
* ik oa 
A pile of money can cause a heap of 
Worry. 
* * * 
Too much moonshine will always 
eliminate the sunshine. 
* mn Te 


People who blow, deserve to ‘get the air. 
a a * 


Rounders usually end up flat. ; 
ak ue 
The parson with a burning heart 
warms any church. 
* 


ao * 


Double harness takes horse sense. 
ak * ok 


A bad temper never leaves a good im- 
pression. 


we * * 


A man wrapped up in himself is poorly 


clothed. 


* * * 


Hot tempers make cool friends. 
ok oe ok 


Men of metal are really worth their | 


weight in gold. 


* * * 


Trailers never travel without a pull. 
* * * 


Spotted characters end up in stripes. 
a ok * 
It isn’t the most gifted, as a rule, who 


give the most. 
oe * * 


A sharp tongue doesn’t indicate a keen | 


mind. 
%. * ae 
Bad debts never make a good im- 
pression. 
* ok a 


An uplifted nose is a downright shame. 
Bo at ok 


It’s harder for folks who run round 
to keep straight. 
* 7 oe 
The first principle of matrimony is to 


keep up the interest. 
ok ok * 


Many a chap murders his opportunity 


by killing time. 


ok oa * 
Rum makes rummies. 
aK oa i 


If you live only for tomorrow you miss 
today. 


* * * 


Some white collar jobs are a big choke. 
* * ok 


The dreamer wakes up the world. 








ROGER W. BABSON’S 


Most Inspiring and 
Thrilling Presentation 


Che Sea Nade Hen 


THE STORY OF A GLOUCESTER LAD 
Another fascinating volume by the ‘‘Sage of Wellesley Hills’’ 


Pastors on the lookout for new material will find a prize 


in Babson’s latest. 


Here are thrills and inspiration on 


nearly every page, intermingled with the hardships of life 


before the mast one hundred years ago. 


TRENDS of CHRISTIAN THINKING 


By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 
Author of Contemporary Christian Thought 


A digest of the year’s contribution to religi- 
ous thought which has a distinct place in the 
library of preacher or layman. $1.50 


JESUS AS A SOUL WINNER 
By A. T. ROBERTSON, D.D. 

All the fine qualities of religious insight, 
evangelical passion, and scholarly grasp which 
so markedly distinguished the writings of the 
late Professor Robertson reappear in_ this 


volume. $1.50 


OUR CONSTITUTION 


AND ITS MAKERS 
By FRED TAYLOR WILSON 


Author of Pen Pictures of the Presidents 


Pulpit and pew alike should have this latest 


| and most complete work on the historical back- 


ground of the Constitution, its formation, the 
men who made it, the amendments, etc. Large 
Octavo, 600 Pages, Illus., $3.50 


The Autobiography of FRED B. SMITH 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune says: “A valuable 
record of men and events . . . full of energy, 


zeal, enthusiasm, a love of life and a passion 
for service, as was the man himself.” $2.25 


A LITTLE PARABLE for MOTHER 
By TEMPLE BAILEY 


An exquisite little memento for every occa- 
sion of the year on which Mother is honored. 


| In the form of an allegory it brings back the 


various phases of joy and sorrow, through 
which one learns “man’s best friend is his 
mother.” Gold Binding, Boxed, $.50 


Illustrated, $2.50 








Centenary ‘‘Life’’ 
1837-1937 


MOODY 
STILL 
LIVES 


ARTHUR P. FITT 


D. L. Moody’s son-in- 
law and former private 
secretary has given this 
book of word-pictures of 
the great Evangelist for 
the Moopy CENTENARY 
this year. J/lus., $1.50 





* 








ARCTIC 
ADVENTURES 


LOYAL L. WIRT 


The friend and com- 
panion of the late S. 
Hall Young, the Alaskan 
missionary, presents this 
thrilling narrative of ad- 
ventures in the “Frozen 
North.” Introduction by 
Dr. George <A. Coe. 
Tilus., $1.50 





FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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THE EDITOR’S DRAWER 
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Churches Get a New Break 
on Carpets 


There is no substitute for good, 
thick carpets in the church. But 
many churches have been handi- 
capped because they have been un- 
able to secure suitable patterns. The 
church naturally likes to patronize 
the local stores. These stores have 
adequate samples for homes but 
church purchases are so few that 
they seldom have those patterns 
which have been found suitable for 
the sanctuary. 

The Philadelphia Carpet Company 
has found that there are a half 
dozen patterns, among the hundreds, 
which have proven satisfactory for 
the church. They have planned to 
send out, upon request of the local 
stores, returnable samples of these 
patterns. No matter how small your 
community is, these patterns are now 
available. 

If you are considering a purchase 
of carpeting ask your local dealer 
to write the Philadelphia Carpet 
Company whose address appears on 
another page in this issue, asking for 
a loan of these samples. The sale 
will be made, of course, through 
your local store. 

I believe this bridges a gap in 
carpet purchases which has embar- 
rassed many churches in the past. 


Wiiam H. LEaAcu. 
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for further details. 
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The Rev. Kyle Church Bulletin Board is 


churches, throughout America, 


To churches of modest means, we furnish Steel Sign Sec- 
tions, and lithograph steel letters; also blue-print, showing the 
This means a great saving. Write 
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Rebuilding the Family Altar 


N several occasions I have used 
C) the following setting and features 

for a memorable service under 
the title of “Old Home Night.” There 
was a double purpose: first to stir mem- 
ory and, secondly, to arouse interest in 
the rebuilding of family altars. The plan 
is very simple. 

The stage properties consist of a fire- 
place, candles, spinning wheel, rocking 
chairs, table, children, toys, organ, fam- 
ily Bible, books, magazines, carpet rags, 
knitting equipment. 


The characters are father, mother, son, 
daughter. These latter two are of a high 
school age and must have ability to play 
the organ and sing. In addition to these 
there may be several small children and 
an aunt. 


The stage is set up with the family 
gathered about the fire-place, under the 
evening lamp, for a pleasant home eve- 
ning. The elders are reading, the chil- 
dren playing on the floor. The older 
children may sing or play at the organ. 
The aunt is knitting or sewing carpet 
rags, occasionally laying down work to 
read. 

The scene opens with the auditorium 


dark, except the stage. A group of hid- 
den singers are singing “Home Sweet 





*Minister, Methodist Episcopal Church, Clyde, 
Kansas. 





By C. Cray Jones* 


Home,” and then “The Old Folks at 
Home.” 

I then ask the congregation to take 
part, calling on individuals to tell where 
they first went to church, where con- 
verted, and encouraging them to tell 
something of their early home life. 
These testimonies are interspersed with 
the singing of old hymns such as “When 
the Roll is Called up Yonder,” “O Think 
of a Home Over There,” etc. 

The whole service was informal. When 
there was a pause some one of the family 
on the stage would read from a book or 
magazine an item of religious interest. 
The older son might say to his sister, 
“Well Sis, let’s sing.” A hidden boy 
would recite Edgar Guest’s poem “It 
Takes a Heap of Living to Make a Home,” 
or “A House by the Side of the Road.” 
Violin accompaniment can be used with 
the recitation. 

At the close of the allotted time the 
father would say: “Well I guess it is 
time to retire.” Then he would take 
down the family Bible from the mantel 
and the family would listen as he read, 
then all kneel in prayer. 

Following the little drama a brief 
sermon was given on “Family Religion.” 
Then pledge cards were passed out on 
which those present could renew their 
vows of loyalty to Christ and pledge 
themselves to maintain a family altar. 









ANY CHURCH CAN 
HAVE ITS OWN 





M 


ON THIS CONVENIENT 
RENTAL-PURCHASE PLAN 


No church need go without 
good sound film equipment sim- 
ply because of lack of ready 
cash. For Bell & Howell Filmo 
silent and Filmosound projec- 
tors can be yours on a conven- 
ient rental-purchase plan, and 
the payments can be earned by 
the machine itself. 

There are 16 mm. Bell & 
Howell Filmo Projectors to 
meet every church need . . . for 
silent or for sound films. . . for 
small or large audiences. All 
are the products of the makers 
of Hollywood’s preferred pro- 
fessional equipment. All more 
than repay their slight extra 
cost in better performance and 
in long-lasting dependability. 

Religious and secular films 
for church school instruction 
and general church entertain- 
ment use can be rented or pur- 
chased from the Bell & Howell 
Filmosound Library. 

For full information, simply 
write 


BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 
1821 Larchmont Avenve 
Chicago, Illinois 
NEW YORK e HOLLYWOOD e LONDON 
Established 1907 
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Kilgen Organs 
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The Petit Ensemble 


Listen to the Kilgen 
program over Sta- 
tion KMOX (1090 
Kilocycles) every 
Sunday Evening at 
10:15 P. M. (CST). 








Churchmen, organists, and 
musical authorities have 
been amazed at the many 
outstanding improvements 
found in the 1937 Kilgen 
Organ. 


Refinement of tone, advance- 
ment in the system of con- 
trol, and simplification of 
action in the new Kilgen 
place it in an artistic class 
by itself. 


Kilgen provides not only the 
finest of largechurch organs, 
but in its Petzt Ensemble the 
best of quality in small size 


at low cost. 


A Kilgen factory represen- 
tative will call if desired and 
advise you regarding the 
proper organ for your church 
or chapel. 


GEO. KILGEN & SON 


in ¢- Oo-2 7? 8.8 A T 2D 


Organ Builders for 
over 300 years 


4026 N. UNION BOULEVARD 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


New York — Los Angeles—Chicago— 
Detroit — and otber principal cities. 














Stones of Scripture 


The First Baptist Church of East 
Orange, New Jersey, recently unveiled a 
stone tablet taken from the first building 
to be erected by the congregation. In 
connection with the service the following 


| lines of “Stones of Scripture’ were read. 


“STONES OF SCRIPTURE” 


| LEADER—And Jacob rose up early in 


the morning, and took the stone that 
he had put under his head, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon 
the top of it. 


CONGREGATION—And he called the 
name of that place Bethel (the house 
of God) for he said, “This stone, which 
I have set up for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house.” 


LEADER—Then Joshua called together 
men, out of every tribe a man, and 
said unto them, Pass over before the 
ark of the Lord your God into the 
midst of the Jordan, and take you up 
every man a stone upon his shoulder; 


CONGREGATION—That this may be a 
sign among you, that, when your chil- 
dren ask in time to come, saying, What 
mean ye by these stones? then ye shall 
say unto them, Because the waters of 
the Jordan were cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord; when it 
passed over the Jordan, the waters of 
the Jordan were cut off; and these 
stones shall be for a memorial unto the 
children of Israel for ever. 

LEADER—And as Samuel was offering 
up the burnt offering, the Philistines 
drew near to battle against Israel; but 
the Lord thundered with a _ great 
thunder on that day upon the Philis- 
tines, and discomfited them, and they 
were smitten down before Israel. 


| CONGREGATION—-Then Samuel took a 


stone, and set it between Mizpah and 
Shen, and called the name of it 
Ebenezer (stone of help), saying, Hith- 
erto hath the Lord helped us. 

LEADER—tThe stone which the builders 
rejected is become the head of the 
corner. 

CONGREGATION—This is the Lord's 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 


| LEADER—Putting away therefore all 


wickedness, and all guile, and hypoc- 
risies, and envies, and all evil speak- 
ing, as newborn babes, long for the 
spiritual milk which is without guile, 
that ye may grow thereby unto salva- 
tion; 

CONGREGATION—If ye have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious: unto whom 
coming, a living stone, rejected indeed 
of men, but with God elect, precious, 

LEADER—Ye also, as living stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices, acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 


| CONGREGATION—Because it is con- 


tained in Scripture, Behold, I lay in 
Zion a chief corner stone, elect, preci- 
ous; and he that believeth on him 
shall not be put to shame. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


ANY SIZE OR WORDING 
SEND FOR CATALOG 


JOHN M. DOYLE 
14S. 3rd St. PHILADELPHIA 
113 West 57th St. NEW YORK 
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How A Methodist Preacher 


Can Get Ahead 


Few of our readers need an introduction to Dan Brummitt, one of 


Methodism’s great editors. 


To the mind of the editor his ministry 


has been characterized by two outstanding traits: first, deep and 
basic convictions; secondly, the ability to couch these convictions 


im compelling language. 


There is no better evidence of this than 


this paper in which he addresses himself to the young men of the 


Methodist ministry. 


You do not have to be a Methodist to catch 


the inspiration of his words. 


CHURCH paper—not Methodist 
—said recently, in answer to a 
question, “The dignified term, in 
referring to our men in Office, is ‘pas- 
tors’ or ‘clergymen.’ The word ‘preach- 
ers’ is a provincialism, to say the least.” 

That distinction and that stress are 
impossible among Methodists. With us, 
“preacher” is not provincial but general; 
and, as most of us believe, providential. 
From the first our men have been 
called preachers, and with good reason. 
Methodism came preaching. Nor has 
the time yet come when any other 
ability whatsoever can excuse a Meth- 
odist preacher from being, not only 
a man who preaches, but a man who 
believes himself clearly called to that 
form of ministry in the church. 

This needs to be said at the outset, 
because a Methodist theologue ought 
to learn early that there is no real 
getting on among us at all—except in 
cheap and shameless ways —to the man 
who has no sense of vocation for the 
declaring of what we too carelessly 
call “the message.” 

I must admit that in these days, 
and with many of our preachers, the 
call to preach is not sufficiently heeded. 
Everywhere our church is short of ef- 
fective preachers. We have a dearth of 
hearing the word of the Lord, largely 
because the word is not adequately 
enough spoken. 





More than one cause has brought on 
this near-famine. My own guess is 
that one cause is the parish messenger- 
boy notion of the Christian ministry. 
Another part is chargeable to bad 
judgment or no judgment at all in the 
choosing of men. For Methodists be- 
lieve that the church is called to se- 
lect men, and so to supplement the call 
of the individual — which could be mis- 
interpreted! 

Another cause of the preaching drouth 
is the unwillingness of some men to 
pay the sheer labor cost of acceptable 
preaching, which is a real price. And 
still another explanation is that gradual 
silencing of the call which comes from 
a scattering of interests, or from an 
ignoble content with the minimums of 
the preacher’s work. 

Certainly it is no slackening of the 
demand for preaching which has pro- 
duced the shortage. Far more men fail 
through their pulpit incapacity than 
are discredited by their views, however 
out of line with the conventional their 
views may be. Of all the really com- 
petent and consistently good preachers 
I know, whether deep blue conserva- 
tive or crimson radical, I do not know 
one who lacks a hearing and a following. 
Bring Out All the Preacher 

So I should say to any Methodist 
neophyte: Whatever else you attempt, 
at the peril of your soul, as well as 





By Dan B. Brummitt 


your job, work like mad to bring out 
all the preacher that is in you. You'll 
need it all. The seminaries can do 
something for our young men here, 
but most of the work they must do 
for themselves, and always against a 
treacherous undertow of deceptive and 
useless claimants for their attention. 

Methodism began as an evangelizing 
brotherhood. At its center is still thrills 
to any genuine appeal for the revival 
of its soul-winning passion. But Meth- 
odism is now an ecclesiasticism, per- 
haps more highly organized for it rou- 
tine operations than any other except 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

The Methodist system is a machine 
for securing three results continuously, 
all of which we are told must be main- 
tained if Methodism is to endure: We 
must have a pastor for every church 
and a church for every pastor. And 
every church and pastor must work all 
the time for the support of the de- 
nomination’s institutions and benevo- 
lence. 

The Methodist appointment system 
seems to me the best method in 
Protestantism for bringing pastors and 
churches together. It has its draw- 
backs, and is subject to abuses, but in 
one operation it makes impossible those 
twin scandals of religion, the vacant 
pulpit and the unemployed preacher. 
Our institutions are many and diverse. 
They do large, important and necessary 
work for the general good. Our of- 
ficial benevolences operate on a na- 
tional and a world-wide scale, and they 
serve their respective causes nobly. No- 
body believes that these three things 
are either the essence of Methodism or 
the whole duty of a Christian church. 
The intangibles which alone make a 
religious body a true church of Christ 
are of vastly greater moment. But 
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these three are requirements which can 
be enforced, while the major intangibles 
can’t. We have to hope that they will 
be cared for amid the visible processes 
of the organization. Nevertheless, these 
we ought to have done, and not to have 
left the other undone. 

Some kinds of advice to young min- 
isters are as good for Episcopalian 
clergymen as for Methodist preachers 
or Reformed Church dominies. So they 
need not be set down here. But a 
young Methodist should have some sorts 
of counsel which other beginners in 
the ministry may not need. 

The Politician 

We have politicians in our church, 
because the system gives them plenty of 
room, as well as no small incentive. 
But their example should be avoided 
like the plague. Going political not only 
discredits a young preacher; it will kill 
the essential ardor in his breast. He 
can’t be a place-hunter, a fixer, a 
sycophant, a professional ecclesiastical 
machinist, and keep the glow of his de- 
votion to his Lord. Nor can he retain 
the respect of his brethren. 

As I say, we have politicians. But 
they don’t deceive many. They are 
known for what they are, and they know 
that they are thus known. 

The frankest forum on earth, so far 
as I know forums, is the group of rooms 
next to that in which a Methodist An- 
nual Conference is in session. To these 
refuges men flee from dull business or 
duller speeches. Here every man, pres- 
ent or absent, is apportioned his due, 
distributed to all and sundry by experts 
in the appraisal of preachers’ desires 
and motives. No _ politically-minded 
Methodist, whether of high or low de- 
gree, escapes the realistic estimate of 
his brethren in this wholly unofficial 
but terribly just assize. 

So any youngster who sets himself 
to climb the ecclesiastical ladder by 
what we know as church politics should 
be told, while he is yet on the bottom 
rung, that he may rise—many others 
have done so—but that we shall all 
understand how and why he gets ahead, 
no matter how high he goes. 

The Great Iron Wheel, as the Meth- 
odist system has been called, is in the 
main an impersonal thing. Like all 
machines, at times it causes hardships 
because it is impersonal. But it must 
be. Only for a brief space can any 
administrator play favorites, and then 
at all sorts of risk. 

But there are situations in which, if 
the rule of every pulpit filled and every 
man appointed is not to be broken, 
some men must go to better appoint- 
ments and some worse; and often with 
less than complete justice or complete 
satisfaction to everybody. One of the 


explanations continually on a bishop’s 
lips at conference time about appoint- 
ments is, “It was the very best I could 
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Business Men’s Committee Uses 
Trailer for Extension Work 








By G. C. S. Nicholas 











mittee of Detroit decided to do some- 

thing definite and constructive about 
the many closed churches within a driv- 
ing radius of Detroit. What they did was 
to purchase and equip a modern trailer 
for the purpose of conducting services. 
When this move was decided upon and 
the funds were collected two of the mem- 
bers revealed that they had individually 
been praying for a gospel trailer to en- 
able the committee to enlarge its activ- 
ities. 

As this is a new venture of the or- 
ganization there are no adequate reports 
available as to the actual work accom- 
plished. However the schedule provides 
for campaigns in towns and communities 
where there are closed churches or where 
there is a definite need for services. Mr. 
John Duff (the second man in the pic- 
ture) has been retained for full time 
work at a small salary which the com- 
mittee expects to increase as the work 
develops. Mr. Duff has full charge of 
the trailer and recently finished a suc- 
cessful week in Port Huron where he 
got work under way that will continue 


T= Christian Business Men’s Com- 


although he may not be able to return 
there with the gospel trailer for several 
months. 

As soon as it is feasible a helper will 
be supplied but until then Mr. Duff is 
doing and will do splendid work with the 
help of various members of the com- 
mittee as their time permits. One of the 
recent activities was an evangelistic cam- 
paign in conjunction with The Wood- 
ward Avenue Baptist church. 

The Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee does not claim to be either unique 
or original. It was an outgrowth of an 
earlier committee and it is patterned 
after similar organizations in other cities. 
Members represent twenty-two different 
denominations. Their purpose is to carry 
the gospel message to places not easily 
reached by the established churches. 

An important phase of the trailer work 
is the children’s special services. Many 
children have already been won to regu- 
lar Sunday School attendance by the 
efforts in their behalf. Special workers 
in this field will be employed when the 
committee feels ready to finance such a 
project on a larger scale. 








do. It was not ideal, but there was no 
other way out.” 

Well, no preacher with a true voca- 
tion can complain about that. The 
Providence which called him has had 
much ‘experience in overruling both the 
wrath and the stupidity of man. And 
the preacher himself can insure against 
the worst effects of such crises as they 
may touch his own fortunes. And here 
are some of the ways. 

He should not be more conservative 
than his convictions demand. The con- 


servative temper is the _ traditionally 
safe temper, but it is always in peril 
of dullness and sameness. Only the 
occasional genius can present an in- 
flexibly exact orthodoxy for years on 
end without losing his preaching edge. 
And most young people, who have much 
to do with deciding a pulpit’s fate in 
these days, do not flee from the dull 
sermons. They stay away from them, 
once they have sized up the preacher. 


He should make it a point to “raise’’ 


(Turn to page 370) 
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The Four Gospels of Karahissar 


is the expression of all the human 

emotions of mankind. Several years 
ago the University of Chicago Press pub- 
lished the Rockefeller McCormick New 
Testament manuscript which was more 
profusely illuminated than any other 
Byzantine New Testament yet discovered. 
This work appeared in three volumes 
under the editorship of Professors Good- 
speed, Riddle and Willoughby. Again 
Christians who are interested in the 
fascinating history of the Bible are in- 
debted to this same press for the publica- 
tion and to Professors Willoughby and 
Colwell for the editing of The Four 
Gospels of Karahissar.** This manuscript 
which contained the most sacred portion 
of scripture was made in cynical haste 
for a ruler who used such codices as 
bribes in international policy. How para- 
doxical it was that men should receive 
in their own way strength by their wor- 
ship of this manuscript at Karahissar 
while others should use it as a means of 
intrigue. 

Professor Colwell in the first volume 
pieces together the history of this manu- 
script which is now in the State Public 
Library in Leningrad. The story of the 
Four Gospels of Karahissar is the story 
of emperors, kings and simple priests. 
How Christianity in both its institutional 
form as well as its simple but pious form 
has expressed itself in history is no bet- 
ter seen than in this manuscript’s his- 
tory. Written in an imperial scriptorium 
and a gift to a royal court, this manu- 
script spent many of its years in ob- 
scurity and seclusion. Dr. Colwell be- 
lieves that the manuscript may have 
been produced during the reign of 
Michael VIII Paleologus in Constan- 
tinople after 1261. After a varied history 
it found its way to Karahissar, an inland 
town of about 11,000 people of which at 
least two-thirds are Mohammedan. It 
is about 50 miles from the shore of the 
Black Sea, south and to the east of 
Kerasund, its port. It is approximately 
85 miles southwest of Trebizond. Here 
it was at Karahissar that the Russian 
ambassador to Turkey discovered the 
manuscript and took it to the Imperial 
Library in Leningrad when he left his 
position in 1854. 


The sequence of the separate Gospels 


Ts story of manuscripts of the Bible 





*Professor of Political Science and Sociology, 
Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio. 





**“The Four Gospels of Karahissar.”’ 


Volume 1, by E. C. Colwell. 268 pages. 
13 plates. $10.00. 
Volume 2, by H. R. Willoughby. 493 pages. 


137 plates. $20.00. 
University of Chicago Press. 


in this manuscript is that of the more 
familiar Eastern order, which begins with 
Matthew and concludes with John. It is 
not the order which we find in other 
manuscripts like the Freer Gospels and 
the Codex Beza where Matthew and 
John are paired and Luke and Mark are 
relegated to the end of the Gospel 
corpus. The incipit of the Gospel text 
is written in gilded vermilion and follow- 
ing the decorative headpiece and the title 
to the first-Gospel. Written in black ink 
the explicit of the Gospel text is found. 
This is followed naturally enough by two 
formal scribal colophons written in red 
and on an exaggerated scale in compari- 
son with the main body of the text. The 
first note or colophon is the scribe’s 
devout thanksgiving to God at the com- 
pletion of his task which has been trans- 
lated by Professor Willoughby in the 
second volume as follows: “Thanks be 
to God, who brings good works to com- 
pletion. Amen.” Then there follows a 
quatrain in which the scribe invites 
readers to refresh themselves from the 
Gospels. The translation which Profes- 
sor Willoughby gives is as follows: 
“These Four Gospels by the disciples of 
the Word 
Pour out the stream of ever-flowing 
words. 
Therefore, thirsty one, do not hesitate to 
drink, 
But water your soul, and give your mind 
refreshment.” 


It is interesting to notice in this manu- 
script that we find present in familiar 
form all the passages of the Gospels 
which in many manuscripts are either 
misplaced or entirely missing. Mark 
16:9-20 which is truncated in earlier 
manuscripts, which we possess today, is 
found in its long form. The story of the 
adulterous woman missing in a large 
number of the early uncial manuscripts, 








MY MASTER WAS A BUILDER 


My Master was a builder strong! 
A-building beams to lift aloft; 

He labored soon; he labored long; 
Transforming trees to nests so soft. 


My Master was a builder grand! 
He builded doorways for his fold; 
He tramped across the burning sand, 
To open doors in hearts grown cold. 


My Master was a builder great! 
To throw long bridges ’cross the brinks 
That cleave mankind and separate— 
He forged again those human links. 


My Master is a builder NOW! 
A-building Crosses for his own; 
For still before that symbol bow 
Those hearts whose power his Cross 
have known. 
—Frank Hobart Nelson. 


By William L. Ludlow* 


appears here in its proper place. So, too, 
the passage about the signs of weather 
and the signs of the times in Matthew 
16:2-3, the agony of bloody sweat in 
Gethsemane, Luke 22:43-44, and the 
story of the angel stirring the waters of 
Bethesda for healing in John. 5:3-4. All 
these passages stand in this manuscript 
unquestioned. 


Folios in Good Condition 

At the present time the Karahissar 
codex consists of 215 folios. They meas- 
ure in their present trimmed state 19 by 
14 centimeters. The strong vellum of the 
Karahissar codex is still in good condi- 
tion. In these particulars the Four Gos- 
pels of Karahissar may be contrasted with 
the brittle, shrunken and worn condition 
of many leaves of the Rockefeller McCor- 
mick manuscript. Professor Willoughby 
in a very interesting article in the “Art 
Bulletin” for March 1933 explained the 
reasons for the bad condition of the 
Rockefeller McCormick manuscript. Here 
readers of Church Management maga- 
zine will learn that the manuscript was 
hydropathically used. The Four Gospels 
of Karahissar while regarded like the 
Rockefeller McCormick as a holy book 
was worshiped in a different manner. 
The majority of our English Bibles have 
two columns to a page. This is true 
with many New Testament manuscripts 
but the Four Gospels of Karahissar is 
disposed in a single column of writing 
per page, measuring 14 by 10 centimeters. 
This is a little less tall and slightly 
wider than the Rockefeller McCormick 
which measures 15 by 9.5 centimeters. 
Throughout the manuscript Professors 
Colwell and Willoughby have found the 
writing of the Karahissar codex to be 
quite black and well preserved. Titles, 
first lines of Gospels, initial letters, chap- 
ter headings and section numbers were 
all done elegantly in gold over red. The 
canon tables of the Gospels have their 
titles in vermilion without the gold. The 
manuscript’s pages have been trimmed 
but it has been done evenly. While the 
folios of this beautiful manuscript lie 
smooth and flat here and there one may 
find, according to Professor Willoughby, 
grease spots from candle drippings, where 
perhaps some devout worshiper had left 
them. 

The subject of how a New Testament 
manuscript can be dated is one which 
many thoughtful students of manuscripts 
have asked. Space forbids and perhaps 
some readers of Church Management 
would not be interested in the method 
which Professor Colwell used in dating 
this manuscript. Those readers who 
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may be interested in this phase of New 
Testament study may turn to his two 
chapters, chapter four in volume one and 
chapter seven in volume two, where the 
answer may be found. There is an ap- 
pendix to volume one in which Profes- 
sor Colwell has developed for his reacers 
some criteria for dating Byzantine New 
Testament manuscripts. Dr. Colwell’s 
conclusion is that there were two scribes 
who produced this manuscript and that 
it was written in the last half of the 
thirteenth century. 

The decorative text, ornaments, and 
Evangelists’ portraits together with the 
57 miniatures which illustrate the text 
of the manuscript, make a great contrast 
to our modern Bibles. We can see in the 
text of this manuscript the balanced and 
varied manner in which different kinds 
of lines were worked together by the 
scribes in their writing. For example at 
the end of the second Gospel where the 
last two verses of Greek are gradually 
drawn together to a single point of a 
letter, we find a concluding “Amen”’ writ- 
ten vertically and based on a horizontal 
line of crosses. There is scarcely a single 
miniature that has not had the antece- 
dent text adapted in one way or another 
to its position. This technique of pat- 
terning the text as was done by the 
scribes of the East contributed to the 
aesthetic value of their finished product. 
The concrete connection between the text 
of the Gospels and the ornamental head- 
pieces in the Karahissar codex is pro- 
vided by decorative Gospel titles and 
large ornate Gospel initials. Uncial and 
semiuncial letters combine to make the 
Gospel title an embellished column band 
in gilt vermilion. The initial is a more 
florid unit, outlines in red and gold and 
enameled with blue and violet red. 

When we look over the portraits of the 
evangelists in this manuscript, we find 
that none of their portraits have been 
lost. However, two of them are out of 
correct sequence. The evangelists them- 
selves are all seated in two-thirds profile, 
facing the right, and engaged either in 
contemplation or in writing. Matthew 
and John, the apostles, are both old men 
with gray hair and long beards. Mark 
and Luke on the other hand are both 
young men with brown hair and short 
beards. Being merely companions of 
apostles, they were allowed actively to 
engage in the work of writing their own 
Gospels. For portrait accessories it 
should be noted that each Karahissar 
evangelist has a tablet or codex in his 
hand and is seated on similar cushioned 
benches but the fourth evangelist has a 
high-backed chair conformed to his 
stooped shoulders. 


Miniatures and Portraits 

The very great distinction of the 
Karahissar Gospels is found chiefly in 
its miniatures. There are 65 of these, of 
which 4 are medallion portraits of Christ, 
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Testamentary Trusts for Ministers 


tying up of funds or property per- 
petually for private purposes, but 
does permit the establishment of per- 
petual trusts for “religious” or “chari- 
table” objects, it often becomes necessary 
for the courts to decide just what con- 
stitute charitable or religious uses. That 
was what confronted the Surrogate’s 
Court for New York County in the recent 
case of Hall’s Estate, 288 N. Y. Supp. 437. 
Upholding a will left by benevolent 
Mary Ann Edge of New York City, the 
court ruled that a clause in the will, 
creating a trust for the relief of widows 
of ministers of the West End Collegiate 
Church in that city, constituted a valid 
charitable trust for religious purposes. 
The court said that it was “appropriate 
to construe the language of this testatrix 
as directing benefits only to persons in 
need. * * * 


S i the law does not sanction the 


By Arthur L. H. Street 


“The class is not too limited. * * * It 
has been held that a trust to pay the 
salary of ministers for the time being of 
a particular church is a trust for a re- 
ligious use. Matter of Bell’s Estate, 141 
Misc. 720, 253 N. Y. S. 118. A case direct- 
ly in point on the facts in this case is 
Sears vs. Attorney General, 193 Mass. 
551, 79 N. E. 772, 9 Ann. Cas. 1200. 
There the fund was to be used ‘for the 
benefit of the widows and orphan chil- 
dren that may be left by the future 
ministers of this church.’ The opinion 
of the Massachusetts court presents 
clearly the grounds upon which this trust 
should be held to be valid. * * * 


“The court holds that the provision in 
the will of deceased is intended to effec- 
tuate a public and not a private benefit 
and hence that the trust is in all respects 
valid.”’ 








4 are oblong portraits of seated evangel- 
ists which I have described above, and 
57 have the prized character of being 
illustrations of texts. Together with the 
7 decorative canon arcades, these minia- 
tures bring the grand total of illumina- 
tions in this manuscript up to 72—a very 
great number for a Byzantine Gospel 
Codex. It is the study of the miniatures 
of this manuscript which makes these 
two volumes a great contribution to our 
Christian literature and especially to 
Christian art. Two-thirds of the second 
volume—some 330 pages—is devoted to 
description of these miniatures. What a 
wealth of material these pages offer to 
that adult or young peoples class which 
seeks to study something of great value 
and interest. 


One of the unusual features of the 
Karahissar Gospels and a feature of 
great religious significance is its large 
number of colophons. Sixty-two of these 
non-scribal notes were read by Professor 
Colwell while five others were thoroughly 
erased. There are few manuscripts of 
the New Testament in existence today 
with a comparable number of such notes. 
These colophons tell us that this manu- 
script was worshiped by many pilgrims 
who went to Karahissar. Whether or not 
this manuscript was kept in any church 
or monastery while at that place the 
colophons give no evidence. Professor 
Colwell conjectures on the basis of note 
or colophon number 12 that it may have 
been kept by a priest in that village of 
Karahissar. This note was written in 
1826. There are four notes dated be- 
tween 1696 and 1779 and written by 
priests of Karahissar. The majority (46) 


of those who penned their notes to this 
manuscript were devout pilgrims to 
Karahissar who hoped to secure both 
physical and spiritual advantage from 
this act of devotion. This worship, Dr. 
Colwell believes, had a twofold basis. In 
the first place, the Gospels were the most 
sacred part of the Christians’ book. The 
superstitious value attached to the book 
in the Near East is shown by the fact 
that many who are sick often request 
that the Gospel be read over them but 
willingly would accept any religious book. 
The virtue lies in a sacred book. The 
ancient belief that inscribing a name 
in a sacred place strengthens the be- 
liever is a well-known fact in the history 
of religions. Not only was this primitive 
belief in the efficacy of inscribing one’s 
name in a book one of the motives for 
the colophons which we find in the Four 
Gospels of Karahissar but there was still 
another reason for this worship of the 
book. These four Gospels contained as 
I have stated above those richly dec- 
orated miniatures. If it is easy for a 
lover of Christian art to feel the sense 
of worship as he turns the passages of 
these two volumes, how could the pious 
pilgrim to Karahissar refrain from a type 
of worship which was conventional in his 
country? 

Those who came to Karahissar to wor- 
ship the manuscript were from far and 
near. Two came from Mount Sinai, one 
from Arcadia in Crete, two from Mount 
Athos, and one from far-away Italy. But 
the location of Karahissar off the main 
highways and near no important center 
made it very natural that most of the 


(Turn to page 364) 
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Organizing the Minister’s Study 


Making the One-Man Office and Study Most Effective 


S I write this article the reader I 
Az in mind is the young man 

entering his first pastorate and 
wondering just how to organize his study 
so that it will really justify its name. 
The first and most important thing in 
any study is that there shall be time for 
reading and communion with God in 
order that sermons shall be prepared 
which shall be the means of bringing 
people nearer to the Throne of Grace. 
The business methods described in the 
following paragraphs are designed to 
simplify the details of placing things 
where they can be found when wanted, 
so there will be time for the really im- 
portant things. 


First the desk: This should preferably 
be of the flat top variety, for the pigeon 
hole type has become proverbial as a 
place to lose things. The most important 
thing on the top of the desk is room and 
lots of it, for when I am preparing a 
sermon I frequently find that I have six 
or seven books open all around the desk, 
ready for reference. Only a very few 
things should have a permanent resting 
place on the top of the desk. Among 
these few I would name the typewriter** 
and the telephone. As a step and time 
saver I can think of no convenience so 
important as having the telephone right 
on one’s desk. If ministers who now 
have it in some other part of the house 
tried it one month, I’m sure they would 
never part with it! To be able to make 
a call the instant one thinks of it, in- 
stead of saying to oneself, “Oh, I’ll make 
it when I get up;” of being able to reach 
over and answer a call immediately in- 
stead of hearing the phone ring in an- 
other part of the house and then wait 
expectantly for five or ten minutes to be 
told someone wants you or to hear what 
the message was about; to have pencil 
and paper right at hand for a notation; 
—try it a month—you'll never go back 
to the horse and buggy days! Another 
big time saver is an inexpensive Tele- 
phone Index which will give you the 
numbers you call oftenest with a twist 
of the knob. If there are more than 
these three things on your desk and you 
want to reform your habits, sweep every- 
thing else off into a box and start over. 
If your desk is too far from your book 
cases for them to be reached without 





*Minister, Presbyterian Church, Center 


Moriches, New York. 





**The author uses a light portable typewriter. 
If yours is a standard machine it should be on 
a separate table or desk. 


rising from your seat, we will allow you 
the special privilege of having a row of 
books across the back of your desk. 
The top of the desk will look like this, 
then: Jot down your study plans for the 
next day before leaving your study. In- 
struct your family to place mail on top 
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of your unfinished work pile. Attend to 


each letter or paper as it comes to your 
hand from the top of this pile, answer- 
ing letters the same day received, dispos- 
ing of papers and letters to either File A 
(the waste basket), or to the Finished 
Work pile for the mail or Letter File 
to be mentioned later. When one rises 
from his desk these can all be disposed 
of very quickly. 

The Work File at the left of the top 
of the desk is one of the handiest things 
ever devised. It is 9% inches deep, 12 
inches broad, and 4 inches wide. I con- 
structed mine myself and screwed it on 
the side of the desk. In it are 11 folders 
labelled as follows: Bills (funny how 
often the first of the month comes 
around), Calendar (where I place mate- 
rial for the next week’s Calendar as it 
arrives), Carbons (carbon paper), Chris- 
tian Endeavor, Letters, News (where I 
keep material for insertion in the month- 
ly church paper I publish), Records (a 
sheet of ledger paper in this folder will 
serve to keep a perpetual inventory of 
members. With this at hand, preparing 
the Annual Report of Membership is 
child’s play!) Session, Sunday, (where 
the notes for Sunday’s sermons accumu- 
late), Sunday School, and Trustees. This 
Work File is narrow enough so that none 
of the folders can be filled too full, yet 
big enough to hold comfortably notes on 
current and future events. Keep them 
as empty as possible! 

Next we come to the desk drawers. 


















































By S. H. Barrett, Jr.* 


My desk has seven of these which are 
used as follows: On the right the small 
intersections were taken out of the top 
drawer so it could be used for letter- 
heads. A small section at the rear was 
assigned to envelopes and stamps. 

The second drawer is used for small 
articles in constant demand at the desk, 
—pencils, ink, scissors, ruler, eraser, 
thumb tacks, etc. The third and larger 
drawer is used for the temporary resting 
place of folders from the large letter 
file, still to be described, upon which one 
may be working during a particular 
month or season. Please note I said 
temporary! ° 

The drawers on the left hand side I 
divided into compartments for my 3x5 
file. By placing slats crosswise 54 inch- 
es apart, I can get four rows in each 
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drawer. It has been interesting to see 
this file develop from a few hundred 
slips to its present size of about 7000 
illustrations. Into this file goes a nota- 
tion of everything I wish to remember. 
All short articles, similar to Church 
Management’s Illustrative Diamonds are 
clipped and pasted to 3x5 slips, with a 
heading in the upper left corner. When 
wanted it is an easy matter to turn to 
this file and bring out all the illustra- 
tions collected down through the years 
on any given subject. They can then be 
sorted, accepted or rejected for any given 
sermon or address, and even arranged in 
the order of use, which seems to me 
infinitely ahead of having to turn from 
the file to folders, envelopes, or scrap 
books and having to locate the illustra- 
tions twice. When reading borrowed 
books a small dot is placed beside im- 
portant sections and the page jotted on 
a small slip of paper. After finishing the 
book it is a simple matter to go through 
the book and copy on 3x5 slips the mate- 
rial which is important enough to be 
preserved and then file them under the 
proper subject. Blank filing tabs can be 
purchased or manufactured for oneself. 
One should have not more than 8 to 12 
slips behind each filing tab. The only 
time my file grows appreciably is when 
I return from vacation, for I always 
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spend part of my summer Clipping, 
pasting, and titling all material from the 
previous year’s magazines. Then during 
the winter months I use my file to the 
limit. 

In the bottom drawer I keep my ser- 
mons. Each sermon is numbered and 
clipped together. A notation is placed 
in the 3x5 file of the subject and number. 

The next item the young minister will 
need is some sort of pocket note book. 
The most convenient size and the size 
I recommend is the 3x5 loose leaf. The 
pages of this Size can be readily trans- 
ferred to the desk file without recopying. 
Lined or square ruled paper make the 
best fillers. In my own pocket note book 
I paste first a calendar of the current 
year, then stamp with date stamp, one 
week to a page, dates for three months 
ahead. As the weeks pass, new leaves 
are inserted ahead and the old ones 
buried at the end of my alphabetical 
3x5 file, where they can be exhumed if 
necessary! Then comes the alphabetical 
file supplied with the book. Notes will 
be easily found here. Under C I keep 
my calling list—where all who live on 
the same street are listed on one page. 
There are enough squares on the op- 
posite page to record calls for some 
years. 

Next in importance is the standard 
four drawer 9x12 letter file. If unable to 
get such a file the first few years in the 
ministry, get 100 folders and use a box 
of the right size. You will find your box 
growing and growing until your folders 
finally demand an appropriate home. 

In a previous article in Church Man- 
agement (Sept. 36) I discussed the de- 
tails of classifying the minister’s library. 

In conclusion let me impress upon the 
young minister that the purpose behind 
all these business-like methods for 
clergymen is that they may have time 
for the prayer and study the high office 
demands of every one of God’s men. 





THE MORE DIFFICULT WAY 


When Adeline Patti was asked one day 
by a little street girl for a coin, the great 
prima donna said to the child, “Do you 
ever sing?” 

“Yes,” said the girl, “sometimes.” 

“Come to my house,” said Patti, “and 
let me hear you.” She gave her address 
and the girl came. The great singer 
listened to the child sing and her quick 
ear detected evidences of ability. 

“Would you like to come here every 
day and let me give you lessons?” 

She would and did. 

Patiently Patti worked with the street 
girl, and the story goes that she turned 
out a beautiful voice. The easier way 
would have seen to toss a coin and let it 
go at that. The child would have been 
satisfied and so perhaps would the doner. 
Adeline Patti chose the more difficult 
way. More difficult for her, but vastly 
better for the child. The money gift may 
bring temporary relief, but the personal 
service gift is in the long run infinitely 
better. From Left-Handed Folks by Wil- 
liam S. Abernethy; The Judson Press. 
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SOLID BRONZE HYMN BOARDS 


Here is a new deal in hymn boards. 
This shows one of two solid bronze 
boards installed in St. Stephen’s Re- 
formed Church, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
J. Silor Garrison, minister, by W. L. 
Clark Company. The letters and numer- 
als are “Preslaid,” a process of inlaying 
pure white pyralin, under high pressure, 
on black pyralin plates. 


Gospels of Karahissar 
(From page 362) 


worshipers should come from nearby 
monasteries and towns. The date of the 
earliest colophon is 1575 and the latest— 
written of course at Leningrad—is 1911. 
The last note written at Karahissar is 
dated 1848, within five years of the time 
when the manuscript was taken to Rus- 
sia. Thirty-seven colophons are grouped 
in the half century following 1737. The 
remainder of the dated notes are scat- 
tered through the end of the eighteenth 
and the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Professor Colwell in his chapter 
on the colophons discusses the two 
formulas followed by these pilgrims who 
wrote’ them. They seemed to have fol- 
lowed one of two patterns. The first 
formula usually consisted of the name, 


name of home town or monastery, and 
date. Then most frequent additions to 
this would be a prayer. The second 
pilgrim formula which occurs only in 
three colophons consists of name, home, 
rank, i. e. priest, monk, etc., date and 
signature. One or two examples of these 
colophons which are found in this manu- 
script will illustrate the manner in which 
these pilgrims wrote at Karahissar. 
Colophon number 5 as translated by Pro- 
fessor Colwell reads: “O Lord Jesus 
Christ, have mercy upon your slave Sab- 
bas and his parents because of your 
great mercy. Christopher, priest and 
scribe, the Choutouriote. 1760, in the 
month of May.’ This monastery from 
which Christopher came to Karahissar 
was that of St. George Choutoura. He 
wrote several of the colophons in this 
manuscript. Evidently he was a frequent 
visitor to Karahissar. Another interest- 
ing colophon is this one: “With all the 
other worshipers of the divine and 
sacred Gospel, of this marvelous Gospel, 
I also, the sinner and unworthy slave of 
Jesus Christ, became a sincere worshiper. 
And may it be a shelter and a guard for 
me both in soul and in body, and in 
every action. Amen. In 1839. The 
humble slave George Saledes.” Still other 
colophons are shorter but full of mean- 
ing: “I Sabbas a priest and monk, came 
and worshiped the divine and sacred 
Four Gospels. 1775, April 10.” Very few 
manuscripts of the New Testament have 
been literally worshiped as this one. 
These colophons which have been added 
to the manuscript tell only a small part 
of the history and religious force which 
the Karahissar Gospels have played. 


The spiritual and social strength of 
the Christian Church is determined by 
its attitude and use of the Bible. Do we 
have churches and Christians today who 
are literally worshiping the book and 
not the principles of it? The writer is 
keenly interested in spreading informa- 
tion among all peoples concerning the 
manner in which our Bible came into 
being. Certainly the publication of the 
Four Gospels of Karahissar, while it is a 
contribution to art and offers opportu- 
nity to the specialist in Greek language, 
shows to any reader a picture of the four 
Gospels as they were considered in the 
Near East. The many misconceptions of 
the history of the Bible would be avoided 
if a minister could have in his church 
library such volumes as the Four Gospels 
of Karahissar or the Rockefeller Mc- 
Cormick manuscript where intelligent 
members of his congregation may see for 
themselves the Bible of previous genera- 
tions. The University of Chicago Press 
as well as Professors Willoughby and 
Colwell and all those who aided them in 
this work are to be commended for this 
beautiful work of the Four Gospels of 
Karahissar. 
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A Clerical Confessional 


Do you worry unduly about your work, or do you 


not worry enough? 


Are you too sensitive? 


What- 


ever your temperament, Dr. Ward’s sane dealing with 
this correspondent will help you. 


The Super-Sensitive Man 


writing. The help of that page is a 

God-send to some of us. And yet 
mine is not exactly a problem. It is a 
state of mind which is, nevertheless, 
ruining my work and my life. What I 
want to ask is: Can a minister be too 
conscientious? Is there such a thing as 
over-conscientiousness? I do not think 
so. My courses in ethics and psychology 
have helped me up to a given point, and 
yet this is beyond me, because I do not 
think we can ignore the commands of 
conscience. It is just wearing me down. 
To be explicit, I am in a state of mental 
tumult about my work. I am not new 
to it, having been in the ministry for 
eighteen years. Yet there it is—and it is 
steadily getting worse. Every Sunday, I 
blame myself that I have not preached 
better, reproaching myself because I did 
not put more into my sermon prepara- 
tion, because a given passage fell flat, 
because my illustrations did not go over. 
While I work hard at my parish duties, 
yet I never accomplish what I hoped 
to do; there are always some things left 
over, some calls I should have made, 
some matter I ought to have attended 
to. Then, worse than that, whenever 
people grow slack—I mean, when the 
once-regular become irregular — when 
people stop coming or leave the church, 
or when they are slipping or showing 
arrested progress, I take all the blame 
to myself. I lie awake, worrying about 
them, and asking if I am really in the 
right place. I curse my limitations. If 
only I could preach more effectively! If 
only I had the strength of ten men! If 
I were able to put truth in such a way 
that declension were impossible, what 
would I not do; am I expecting too much 
of myself and others? Am I wrong in 
feeling things like this? Am I too con- 
scientious, or only a fool? Other men do 
not worry about their work like this, and 
yet .... Well, there it is.” 


“Fen a long time, I have intended 


+ * * 


OMEONE must help you at all costs, 
S and immediately. Without being an 
alarmist, unless something is done, 
you are going to break. The demands of 
the present day are exacting enough for 








Dr. Ward 


the well-balanced and strong mind, with- 
out the incessant friction which worry 
of this kind must inevitably cause. So 
instead of taking up your questions and 
answering them seriatim, permit us, first 
of all, a few general observations. 

One of the prime requisites of the 
servant of Christ is that he must be 
conscientious. That he is largely his own 
master, without specified hours of labor 
in his study, without a time-clock to 
punch, without the equivalent of a daily 
sales sheet to fill out, makes it impera- 
tive that he should live by the highest 
standards. He must keep himself well 
in hand. All tendencies to indolence, 
slovenliness in person, thought, and 
work, must be instantly checked. Any 
proneness to take the line of least re- 
sistance, to relax his efforts, and to do 
less than he is physically and mentally 
capable of doing, must be resisted reso- 
lutely. Any unwillingness to give his best 
to both preparation and preaching, to 
put forth every endeavor to commend his 
Gospel to men, and to spend himself 
prodigally for the cause committed to 
him, must be fought relentlessly. He 
must be conscientious, responsive to the 
impelling of the Spirit, and thus enabled 
to press toward the mark. 

That is beyond all cavil. Yet, at the 
same time, there are limits beyond which 
the most earnest and consecrated man 
cannot pass. He must recognize them. 
He may also discover that, what may be 
regarded as conscientiousness is some- 
times merely super-sensitiveness. A man 
cannot be too conscientious; but he can 
be too sensitive. With this somewhat 


subtle distinction before us, let us see if 
we can justify it. 








By J. W. G. Ward 


We have not all the same endowment. 
Some men are entrusted with five tal- 
ents, some with two, and some with only 
one. Now obviously, all three classes 
were required, according to the parable, 
to be scrupulously honorable in their 
handling of the various amounts. But 
an over-sensitive man, instead of using 
his two talents or one to the fullest ex- 
tent, might waste both time and brain- 
power chafing at the seeming injustice 
and inequality of human life. Further, 
even in trading with his one talent, he 
might unwarrantably reproach himself 
that his returns were far smaller than 
those of the other man with his five tal- 
ents, giving him both a larger chance 
and a greater profit. Yet, as you well 
know, both men were equally rated by 
their lord for their fidelity. 

Not to wax homiletic, nor to lose sight 
of the practical bearing upon your dif- 
ficulty, let us leave the matter there. To 
talk it over with you, face to face, would 
be much easier and more satisfactory. 
That being impossible, we are forced 
back to the Philo Vance method of de- 
duction. That you hesitated so long 
about writing, suggests that you belong 
to the super-sensitive class—you did not 
wish to worry anyone else about your 
troubles. That you are disposed to take 
all the blame for everything which goes 
wrong is another indication of the same 
thing. If our diagnosis be correct, then 
we may find a remedy. 

That your preaching does not reach 
the high standard you desire is a healthy 
sign. It shows you have ideals. That 
very dissatisfaction may be useful in the 
extreme. You can be profoundly thank- 
ful that deadly self-complacency, which 
is fatal to all improvement, has not 
gripped you in its vile tentacles. Of 
course, if there are solid grounds for your 
self-reproach in this direction—that is, if 
you are giving insufficient time to study, 
you can correct that, and so remove the 
cause for self-criticism. If you wish, 
every time you preach, that you had done 
better, that is a fine thing—providing 
that wishing does not displace working! 
As for a feeling that you have done less 
than justice to your theme, even after 
honest effort preceded by diligent labor, 
that is common to most of us. We can 
never hope to set forth adequately Christ 
and the glories of divine truth, in all 
their sublimity. That is beyond human 
powers. All we can do is to strive to the 
utmost. 

Now for the other points you raise. 
Provided that you are working on sys- 
tematic lines, that you plan out your 
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day’s work ahead, so that you get the 
maximum results for the strength ex- 
pended, you ought not to worry unduly 
about things left undone, should you 
have honestly done all you can. There 
is always more on the heart of the ear- 
nest consecrated man than he can com- 
pass in twenty-four hours. He has, 
therefore, to be patient and to remember 
that tomorrow, please God, is another 
day. But to settle this phase of the mat- 
ter to your satisfaction, we suggest that 
vou should carefully check up on your 
program. Do you arrange a time-table 
for the days of the week? Do you ap- 
portion certain hours for study, visiting, 
administration, parish details, etc.? Do 
you avoid crossing your own tracks, un- 
necessary overlapping, and undue con- 
cern about minor affairs? Do you train 
and avail yourself of the aid of volun- 
tary workers? Do you keep yourself up 
to the mark, concentrating on the task 
in hand, without wasting mental energy 
and time fretting over your woeful, but 
possibly imaginary, shortcomings? Only 
you can answer these queries—but you 
should do so, and lay this specter, de- 
cisively. 

As for the conduct of people around 
you, it may be your fault that they are 
slack, irregular, or unsatisfactory. Yet, 
again, it may not be your responsibility 
at all. There are some people who will 
never help themselves and others who 
can break a minister’s heart by their 
unspirituality, unresponsiveness, and ap- 
parent lack of depth. With the sparse 
information at hand, we are not quali- 
fied to say whether the cause lies in 
your ministrations or not. But for your 
comfort, read the Lord’s parable about 
the seed and the soil. The varying re- 
sults recorded show that both the sower 
and the seed were not at fault. It was 
where the seed fell which conditioned the 
growth. 

To sum up, we want you to make a 
thorough investigation of yourself, your 
methods, and your ministry. You ought 
to settle this once for all. If there are 
defects, seek to remedy them. If you 
can improve your work—as we all can, 
when we are in earnest—strive towards 
that end. But, having said that, let us 
implore you, for any sake, to use more 
self-control and exercise your faith in 
the furthering aid of God’s grace. There 
are two things which, as has been said, 
are not worth worrying about — those we 
can help, and those we cannot. After 
your eighteen years in the field, you 
know that your worst troubles never 
happened. You are also plainly aware 
that you cannot go on like this; you are 
crippling your powers when you need 
them to the full. 

We cannot, as we have affirmed, be too 
conscientious. We cannot be too obedi- 
ent to God’s will, nor set too high a 
standard for life and conduct. Yet we 
may certainly mistake sensitiveness, in 
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Church Dramatics Made Easy 


NE of the problems of church 
©) dramatics, seldom mentioned by 
its advocates, is that of the la- 
boriousness of rehearsals. Strictly speak- 
ing, the church is not a suitable field for 
the production of good drama for the 
simple reason that regularity of rehearsal 
is impossible. For the class room or col- 
lege where students are on a uniform 
schedule it is a different matter, but for 
the church with a hundred and one dif- 
ferent personal week-day schedules, it is 
well nigh impossible to get good discipline 
in the matter of practice. And it is faulty 
practicing which has made _ church 
dramatics unattractive in many quarters. 
Acknowledging this difficulty, the Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church of Lake- 
wood, located in Greater Cleveland, has 
devised a way to get around several of 
these handicaps by employing what is 
called the “participative plan,” used so 
frequently in radio production work. 
This involves the procuring of “script” 
that is suitable for the average Sunday 
evening service or for a banquet program 
in which the audience joins in the sing- 
ing just as they do in the popular “com- 
munity sing” programs now being aired. 
To carry out the setting the stage is set, 
not only in harmony with the theme of 
the “sketch” to be produced but also in 
the nature of a radio studio, with dummy 
microphones hung from the ceiling in 
several places. This enables the “actors” 
to retain their script within the leaves of 
the hymn book similar to that of each 
member of the audience. 

This church, using the publication put 
out by the Walter H. Baker Company 
entitled, Village Parson Sketches, has 
been eminently successful in putting on 
these participative services with only one 
rehearsal, the lines being what the radio 
calls, “continuity” between the songs and 
hymns selected for use. There is no 
particular “plot” to this kind of drama, 
but it does provide a vehicle for getting 


which the elements of vanity and self- 
esteem may blend, with that supremacy 
of conscience which is our safeguard and 
inspiration. Therefore, we urge you to 
take counsel with some more experienced 
brother minister, to cultivate a more 
trustful and equable frame of mind, to 
grapple with the work at hand leaving 
the past and future out of account for 
a time, and to strive for a more manly 
and valiant attitude towards life and the 
demands of your church. Meanwhile, 
make this your slogan, “Look out and 
not in, look up and not down, and lend 
a hand.” 


By Frank H. Nelson* 


over the old hymns in a unique way. 
With a mere suggestion of costuming 
such as old-fashioned clothes and specta- 
cles, a good effect is produced and it pro- 
vides enough of the entertainment fea- 
ture to appeal to the public. 

This kind of presentation, without the 
grilling details of rehearsal, is not pos- 
sible for heavy themes, of course, nor is 
it possible to cast persons in these roles 
who have not had experience before the 
“footlights” in at least an amateur 
capacity. 

One deviation from the usual concep- 
tion is made, namely: the “actors” do 
not rush up to the microphone every 
time they have a speech. Understand, 
this is a modern “studio” and the dummy 
mikes are so sensitive that they pick up 
the voice wherever the character happens 
to sit! And here is another life saving 
feature. There is no action in the usual 
sense of the term. No motion on the 
stage in which people move about and 
get mixed up. Since it is a “singing 
school” setting, there is no need for mov- 
ing about. With the exception of the 
“parson” who leads the singing of the 
audience as well as that of the “neigh- 
bors” on the stage, there is little occasion 
for moving about after all are seated. 
Stage business is confined to rocking 
back and forth, motioning with the hands 
and playing the organ. Most of the time 
is taken up with singing. This fact 


-enables the “actors” to scan the next 


few lines so that he does not need to 
read his script. A person with any de- 
gree of intelligence can memorize the 
thought of a paragraph or two and put 
it in his own words providing not too 
much time elapses between his memoriza- 
tion and his production. In these mod- 
ern days when so much is recorded in 
black and white, people have very short 
memories. Therefore why not capitalize 
on that fact instead of making them go 
through the agony of learning a whole 
play “by heart?” The average adult 
mind is not capable of learning a long 
piece “by head” any more unless it is his 
profession or he is engaged in a great 
deal of memory testing work. 

The Community Presbyterian Church 
of Lakewood has experimented with 
several types of evening services and this 
kind seems to have proved to be the best. 
Last year, it re-enacted in a separate 
frame building the actual locale of a 
typical “country church” with overhang- 
ing chandeliers, kerosene lamps and all. 
This new vehicle is conducted in the 
church auditorium proper. 





*Minister, Presbyterian Community Church, 


Lakewood, Ohio. 
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Some Forms of Prayer 


N so general a study as this it has 

been possible only to suggest the 

wealth and variety of the forms of 
prayer which the Church has come to 
possess through the successive ages of 
her history. If the reader has been led 
to an examination of those texts to 
which reference has been made he will 
have discovered for himself a mine of 
devotion. It seems fitting, however, to 
conclude with a brief discussion of some 
of the historic forms which prayer in 
the Church has taken. 

For those who are members of the 
Reformed Churches this is especially 
important; for in the drastic reforma- 
tion of the old forms which took place 
in the sixteenth century much that was 
of permanent value was thoughtlessly 
discarded. One of the most serious limi- 
tations of the Reformed Churches has 
been their tendency until recently to 
confine themselves to one or two forms 
in the public ministry of prayer. This 
limitation is now beginning to make it- 
self acutely felt; and recent service 
books have provided greater variety in 
accordance with the rich inheritance of 
the Church today. These forms may be 
briefly examined. 


Eucharistic Prayer 


This is the most dignified and noble 
form of prayer. It emerged at an early 
period as the distinctive form of the 
Prayer of Consecration at the eucha- 
rist. Invariably introduced by the Sur- 
sum corda, it began by echoing the last 
response of this call to prayer, and 
moved into exalted thanksgiving. 

It should always be used for the eucha- 
ristic consecration; but the experience of 
the Church has shown that it may also 
fittingly be used for any high act of 
thanksgiving and consecration. Thus it 
is particularly appropriate at the ordina- 
tion of ministers, at the consecration of 
a church, the solemnization of a mar- 
riage, the giving of thanks at a funeral 
service, and, in a simplified form, at the 
sanctification of water at baptism;? re- 
cently it was very suitably used at the 
giving of thanks for the twenty-five 
years’ reign of King George V. 


*Minister of Hillhead Church, Glasgow, Scot- 
land. The article is taken from Mr. Maxwell's 
new book ‘An Outline of Christian Worship’”’ 
published by the Oxford Press, New York. The 
material is used by special permission of the 
publisher. 





1The eucharistic form of prayer will be 
found in all the historic liturgies, and in most 
modern service books. 

°For examples of these uses, see the Western 
sacramentaries and pontificals, the English and 
Scottish B.C.P., and the B.C.O. (United Church 
of Canada). 





William D. Maxwell 


Litanies 


The litany was probably derived and 
adapted from the Synagogue worship; 
in any event, it is one of the earliest 
forms of Christian prayer. It appears in 
all Eastern liturgies from the Apostolic 
Constitutions onwards, and is undoubt- 
edly earlier. In the simplest form in 
which it first appears it comprises a series 
of intercessory clauses, each followed 
by the people’s response, Kyrie eleison. 
Originally in Christian use it was a form 
of free prayer, though the petitions soon 
became traditional; the people knew 
when to respond by the tone of the 
leader’s voice. 


In the Western Church the litany 
gradually assumed a fixed structure, and 
was normally sung in procession. It be- 
gan with a series of Invocations of the 
Trinity, the Virgin Mary, Saints and 
Martyrs, with the responses Lord have 
mercy upon us, O Christ hear us, and 
Pray for us. The Deprecations followed: 
‘From all sin, from all snares, &c.’, with 
the response O Lord deliver us. After 
these came the Obsecrations: ‘By the 
mystery of thy holy incarnation, by thy 
baptism and fasting, &c.’, with the same 
response as that to the Deprecations. 
The Suffrages of intercession follow, 
with the response We beseech thee to 
hear us. The petitions throughout are 
very brief, consisting only of one clause, 
the responses following each clause. Ex- 
amples of this type of litany abound.’ 


At the Reformation a German litany 
was compiled by Luther; it followed 
these general principles, but omitted the 
invocations of the saints, and collated 
several clauses in order to reduce the 
number of responses.? Cranmer’s English 
litany, based upon the medieval, was 
formalized further and included certain 
versicles, the Lord’s Prayer, a collect for 
times of peril, and St. Chrysostom’s 
Prayer.* 
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By William D. Maxwell* 


Between the two extremes of the 
highly formalized litany and the simple 
spontaneous form of the early Church 
there is a vast number of intermediate 
forms. Examples appear in many modern 
prayer-books;‘ and an examination of 
these will indicate the variety in cor- 
porate prayer of which the litany form 
admits. Further, litanies may be less 
formally worded than the stricter forms, 
and this permits a spontaneity denied 
to some forms of prayer. 


Bidding Prayers 


In its simplest form, the Bidding 
Prayer is closely allied to the simple 
litany. It consists of a series of bid- 
dings, followed by silent prayer. 

It may be varied in many ways. The 
bidding to prayer may be followed by 
a versicle and response, e.g. 

O Lord, hear our prayer; 

And let our cry come unto thee. 
Or a collect may follow each bidding; 
and, if desired, the collect may be pre- 
ceded by an appropriate versicle and 
response, or sentence from Holy Scrip- 
ture. This form of prayer also admits 
of infinite variety, and is very useful 
for special prayers. The biddings should 
be invariably brief, containing only one 
idea; and, if followed by silent prayer, 
the silence should be short.’ Such 
prayer is best led from the west end of 
the church, or from the pulpit. At 
special mission services, biddings may 
be contributed by the people and written 
on slips of paper. If used at ordinary 
services at special times, they should be 
said from the pulpit either immediately 
before or after the sermon. 


Collects 


The collect is a brief, direct, concise 
form of prayer governed by strict laws 
of construction. It is a contribution to 
devotion peculiar to the Western Church, 
reaching the most exquisite perfection 
in the old Roman collects, and also in 
those of the B.C.P. Normally, it con- 
sists of five parts,’ in this order: Invo- 
cation, Relative Clause, Petition, State- 
ment of Purpose, Conclusion or Doxology. 
On occasion, some of these parts may 
be omitted or interchanged. 





1In medieval service books; also in modern 
Roman missals. See, too, the Dunkeld litany 
adapted by Dr. Cooper in Text 84; original in 
Text 85. See also Adamson’s article in VI. 
13, Aberdeen, 1890. 

2 Text 26. 

3 Contained in the B.C.P 

4Such as Texts 51-4, 56, 59 (‘Grey Book’, Pt. 
III), 69-75, &c. 

5 See, e.g., Texts 70 and 59 (‘Grey Book’) for 
forms of bidding prayers. Usually they will be 
compiled privately for the special occasion for 
which they are required. 
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The origin of the collect is uncertain, 
but Dr. Wickham Legg’? has observed 
both private and ritual prayers of the 
structure peculiar to the collect in the 
Apocrypha‘ and in the ancient Benedic- 
tions used at the Morning Service of 
the Synagogue. These may be nothing 
more than coincidences, as Burkitt’s dis- 
covery of a parallel in Horace’s Carmen 
saeculare almost certainly is;* but they 
are nevertheless significant. Certainly 
the structure and brevity of the col- 
lect is unmistakable, as Dr. Wickham 
Legg has shown, in the prayer of the 
Apostles before the election of St. 
Matthias:°* 

‘Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts 
of all men; shew whether of these two 
thou has chosen, that he may take part 
of this ministry and apostleship, from 
which Judas by transgression fell.’ 

And he further shows how this has 
been adapted as a collect pro ordinandis 
at Soissons in 1745: 

‘Tu, Domine, qui corda nosti omnium, 
ostende quos elegeris accipere locum 
sancti ministerii; et, ut sanctificaris in 
iis qui appropinquant ad te, abundantes 
gratiae tuae divitias super eos effunde; 
per Dominum, &c.’ 

That serves also to illustrate the 
classical form of the collect in Latin, 
its native vehicle of expression. An 
even simpler example in this’ chosen at 
random from the Roman missal: 

‘Deus, qui conspicis, quia ex nostra 
pravitate affligimur; concede propitius, ut 
ex tua visitatione consolemur; qui vivis, 
&c.’ 

It is not possible to state when the 
collect was first used in Christian wor- 
ship, but it must have developed early 
in the West, where it is common to 
every known liturgy. As early as the 
fourth century it may be detected in 
private manuals of devotion, as this ex- 
ample from the Acts of St. Theodora:* 

‘Pater Domini nostri Iesu Christi, 
adiuua me, et libera me de meritorio hoc, 
qui adiuuisti Petrum cum esset in car- 
cere; qui eduxisti eum sine contumelia, 
educ me sine macula hinc: ut omnes 
uideant, quoniam tua sum ancilla.’ 

This prayer has two petitions and two 
modifying clauses, and the concluding 
doxology is lacking, but the structure is 
plainly that peculiar to the collect form. 

It is not necessary to give further ex- 

amples of Latin collects but one® may 


1In the examples of collects which follows, 
the beginnings of these parts or clauses are 
italicized to make recognition easy. 

2TII. 27, pp. 9-21. 

®2 Maccabees i. 23-4; 1 Maccabees iv. 30-3. 


‘III. 22, p. 56, where he quotes this stanza 
(the clause of purpose and the doxology are 
missing) : , 

Alme Sol, curru nitido diem qui 

promis et celas aliusque et idem 

nasceris, possis nihil Urbe Roma 

ulsere maius. 

The fact that the collect was used only in 
the Western Church may indicate that its origin 
lay in old Latin pre-Christian prayers. But 
texts to verify such a conclusion are lacking. 

5 Acts i. 24-5. 


© Quoted in III. 27, p. 10. 
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be given from the Book of Common 

Prayer, to indicate how the collect form 

has been preserved in English, through 

the superb literary and liturgical genius 
of Cranmer: 

‘O Almighty God, who alone canst or- 
der the unruly wills and affections of 
sinful men: Grant unto thy people, that 
they may love the thing which thou 
commandest, and desire that which thou 
dost promise; that so among the sundry 
and manifold changes of the world, our 
hearts may surely there be fixed, where 
true joys are to be found; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’ 

Canon Dearmer, in his exposition of 
the collect, points out that it must have 
rhythm, finality, conciseness, and vigour 
of thought, and adds: ‘We might in- 
deed say that it must be one complete 
sentence, an epigram softened by feeling; 
it must be compact, expressing one 
thought, and enriching that thought so 
delicately that a word misplaced may 
destroy its whole beauty.’ 

Because of its brevity and vigour, the 
collect compels the attention and co- 
operation of worshippers. In common 
worship, collects may be said either 
singly or in a series, or after biddings 
and: versicles. If used in series, each 
collect should be concluded with the peo- 
ple’s Amen. 

Suffrages 
These take the form of versicles and 

responses, chosen mainly from _ the 

Psalter. They derive from antiphonal 

psalmody, and are a constant part of 

the Quire Offices. An example of their 
felicitous use is found in this exquisite 
little litany embedded in the Anglican 

Morning Prayer. 

‘Minister. The Lord be with you. 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 

Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

Then the Minister, Clerks, and people 
shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud 
voice. 

OUR Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, in earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But 
deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Then the Minister standing up shall say, 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Priest. O Lord, save the King. 
Answer. And mercifully hear us when 

we call upon thee. 


Ember Saturday in Advent. 


sQuoted in III, 27, p. 13. ‘The Acts of Theo- 
dora,’ he states, ‘claim to be of a.p. 304.’ 


*For the fourth Sunday after Easter. 
See the admirable chapter, ‘The Art of 


Making Collects’, in I. 9, a valuable study. Col- 
lects are found in all the Western liturgies and 
service books (not in the Eastern); the best in 
English are those in the B.C.P.; but see also 
Texts 51-6, 68-83, 48. 


Priest. Endue thy Ministers with right- 
eousness. 

Answer. And make thy chosen people 
joyful. 

Priest. O Lord, save thy people. 

Answer. And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Answer. Because there is none other 
that fighteth for us, but only thou, O 
God. 

Priest. O God, make clean our hearts 
within us. 

Answer. And take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us. 

Then shall follow three collects.’ 

Or, a conclusion such as this might 
fittingly be used at an evening service. 

‘Minister. Into thy hands, O Lord, we 
commend ourselves, and all whom we 
love. 

Answer. For thou hast redeemed us, O 
Lord God of truth. 

Minister. The eternal God is our 
refuge. 

Answer. And underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms. 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 

Minister. Let us bless the Lord. 

Answer. Thanks be to God. 

Minister. May the Almighty and 
Merciful Lord bless and preserve us. 

Answer. Amen.’ 

The use of such antiphonal prayer 
would enrich the daily services and the 
Sunday evening services in the Reformed 
Churches, creating, as it does, an in- 
timate fellowship of prayer between 
minister and people. Further examples 
will be found in the breviaries and in 
many modern service books. 


The People’s Amen 


It is a morose sacerdotalism of an 
acute sort to allow the minister alone 
to say the Amen. Meaning ‘So be it’, 
it is a latinized Hebrew word which 
from remote antiquity has been the peo- 
ple’s assent to prayer and praise: It 
occurs throughout the Old Testament, 
and its use by the people in Christian 
worship is mentioned by St. Paul in the 
New Testament.’ 

It should be said not only at the 
end of a long prayer, but also at the 
end of the various parts that compose 
such a prayer, whether it be a series 
of collects, or thanksgiving, intercessions, 
&c. Thus used, it not only links the 
worshippers closely with the prayers 
offered, but also keeps their attention 
fresh and eager. 

The people’s Amen was retained by 
all the Churches of the Reformation, 
but in many Reformed Churches today 
it has dropped out of popular use, and 
is said only by the minister as an in- 
dication that the prayer is ended. Such 
sacerdotalism has no defense in his- 
tory or reason; it is not only an im- 


1Z Cor. xiv. 16. 
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poverishment but a perversion of wor- 
ship which should cease. 


Extemporaneous Prayer 


Extemporaneous or conceived prayer 
has been a preciously guarded heritage 
of the Reformed Church, and it should 
have a place in modern worship. This 
is now generally recognized, and in 
‘The Prayer Book as proposed in 1928’, 
a new rubric appeared at the end of 
‘Occasional Prayers and Thanksgivings’, 
as follows: ‘Note, that subject to any 
direction which the Bishop may give, 
the Minister may, at his discretion, after 
the conclusion of Morning or Evening 
Prayer or of any Service in this Book, 
offer prayer in his own words.’ 


William Arthur in The Tongue of 
Fire has said, ‘He who never uses a 
form in public prayer casts away the 
wisdom of the past; he who will only 
use forms casts away the hope of utter- 
ance to be given by the Spirit at pres- 
ent.’ If by ‘form’ Arthur means prayers 
that have come down to us written by 
others, his words are timely and true. 
But if his apophthegm is meant to pre- 
sent an antithesis between ‘using forms’, 
it is superficial and untrue. Forms are 
inevitable in any act of public worship, 
unless it be a Quaker meeting; and the 
choice is never between forms and no 
forms, but always between good forms 
and bad forms. The leader of public 
worship cannot escape the use of forms, 
even when ‘extemporizing’, any more 
than can a musician. The problem is 
to choose and adapt forms for par- 
ticular purposes. Worship in a mission 
church need not follow the same lines 
as that in a cathedral; yet the need 
for differentiation is easily exaggerated. 


When extemporaneous prayer is used, 
care should be taken to safeguard it 
from crudity of expression; it should 
be ordered, brief, and simple. Fervency 
is not achieved by floridity. All homi- 
letic propensities should be _ resolutely 
avoided; didactic prayer is a crude de- 
gradation of worship. 


Extemporaneous prayer makes exact- 
ing demands upon those who use it. 
It requires careful preparation of heart 
and mind by constant study of the de- 
votional literature of the Church and 
of Holy Scripture. Such preparation will 
create a taste for simplicity and sobri- 
ety in prayer, and will prevent the 
shamelessness of eloquent or over-fa- 
miliar prayer to Almighty God. 
church is not talking of this kind of a 
“second fifty years.” It is envisioning a 
spiritual powerhouse, accessible by favor- 


1‘I do observe’, wrote Benjamin Whichcote in 
the seventeenth century, ‘a great deal in con- 
ceived prayer which is good, but may do better 
gd sermon.’ On style in prayer, see I. 9; 

_ a & 








This Chureh Looks Ahead 


By Harlan M. Frost* 


the churches of this city (December 

13, 1936), a procedure, which, if it 
were followed as thoroughly and in the 
same spirit, by other churches generally, 
would lift American church life to new 
effectiveness. I refer to the Ashland 
Avenue Baptist Church of which the 
Harold Stanley Stewart is pastor. The 
procedure was a committee report given 
in place of the sermon and acted upon 
favorably by the church at the close. 
As I listened to that committee report 
I was thrilled and lifted as I have been 
only by the unusual sermon. 


The church has 
fiftieth an- 
connection 


Taee recently took place in one of 


The story is this. 
just finished celebrating its 
niversary. The events in 
therewith lasted a full week. They were 
worthwhile giving evidence of careful 
thought but not so different in pattern 
than usual similar celebrations. Through 
them there rang, however, a slogan 
“FORWARD STILL” and constant men- 
tion of “the second fifty years”. To this 
phraseology there was given a sense of 
purpose that lifted it clear of all senti- 
mentality. 


The church foresaw its half century 
birthday well in advance. Under the 
leadership of the T. F. Adams who was 
then pastor, it named its anniversary 
committee two years ago. This commit- 





























tee in turn named a “Futures” committee 
which they asked to evaluate the church’s 
program. This task was taken seriously. 
Eight months were given to the prelimi- 
nary groundwork. H. Paul Douglas 
studies of the city church were reviewed. 
All similar books which offered sugges- 
tion and help as to how a church should 
best meet its high task were laid under 
command. Other churches were visited 
and their programs checked. 


Six basic standards were laid down as 
a kind of yardstick. The church needs 
a program striking a high and sustained 
spiritual note; a public service stressing 
worship and reverence; a co-ordinated 
program of activity which will provide 
for the education of the whole church, 
adults as well as children and which will 
serve both a city wide membership and 
the immediate community; an every- 
member program in which each individ- 
ual accepts his proportionate share of 
responsibility; a church plant which will 
properly care for the program established 
and sufficient finances to enable the pro- 
gram to go forward. 


A series of sub-committees were cre- 
ated, six in number: Spiritual Life, Pub- 
lic Services, Education and Missionary, 
Church Plant and Women’s Activities, 
Weekday Activities, Community Obliga- 
tions. None of these sub-committees al- 
lowed the “sub” in their title to submerge 
their importance. Each thought through 
their assignment. 


Fifty years ago this church grew from 
a mission planted at the end of the car 
line in an expanding residential area. 
Toledo was then a city of 72,000 popula- 
tion. Today it numbers three hundred 
thousand plus. The residential area sur- 
rounding the early mission has come— 
and a large part of it is gone. That 
which remains is uneasy. Between the 
church and downtown is a rooming, 
boarding-house area. Its delinquency 
rate is high. A school survey shows un- 
usually large numbers of boys and girls 
coming from broken homes. The need 
of this area towards town is great but 
the stability upon which substantial 
membership is, built is absent. The 
church membership is today of necessity 
built upon a city-wide constiuency. In 
the next twenty years it faces the kind 
of situation which has driven many an 
erstwhile strong and proud church from 
areas of “need” but “no money” to the 
suburbs where a family church can again 
take root. 


But the 


“Futures” committee of this 


*Executive Secretary, Toledo (Ohio) Council 


of Churches. 
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able transportation facilities to all parts 
of the city and therefore faced on the 
one hand with a city-wide ministry and 
on the other with a specialized service 
to an immediate neighborhood with 
peculiar exactions. The efficacy of the 
particular recommendations to achieve 
this goal perhaps only experience can 
tell. They are too many and detailed to 
be outlined in this brief word. What is 
here called to attention is a church so 
conscious of its high calling as to em- 
power a committee to study every phase 
of its program with thoroughness, in- 
telligence and objectivity. How many of 
us who are pastors and church workers 
are willing to take the programs into 
which we pour energy and submit them 
to the questioning of how well they set 
forth their final purpose to exhibit Christ 
in the peculiar circumstances in which 
we are faced? City, state, or national 
religious bodies sometimes do this thing. 
Not many local churches do. 


The “Futures” committee of this 
church has gone further. It proposes 
that the church get the habit. It has 
asked and gained consent to establish 
a permanent committee on program. 
This committee will have the power to 
send representatives to sit in meetings 
of every board. Such representatives 
will not have the power to vote but they 
are there to keep the need for re-evalua- 
tion among the permanent virtues. 


Let the churches of America substi- 
tute this kind of committee report, prop- 
erly savoured with the salt of insight, 
humility and grace, for the sermon on 
the occasion of their first Sunday in 
their second fifty or one hundred years 
and the Kingdom of God will move for- 
ward apace. If these anniversaries are 
too far off, why wait? The procedure 
should work as well for a tenth or a 
twenty-fifth or any other birthday as 
well. 


The recommendations of the Futures 
Committee appear below. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE 
ON FUTURE PROGRAM 


lst—That each candidate for church 
membership be very carefully instructed 
and prepared for the step; that provision 
be made for recurring consideration of 
the duties and responsibilities of church 
membership by both adults and children; 
that some form of enlistment card be 
used periodically as a help in fitting 
every member to the task for which he 
is suited and that stewardship be system- 
atically presented in every department of 
church life and program. 


2nd—That we continue to sponsor both 
morning and evening services on Sun- 
day; that in all services everything (in- 
cluding music and special features) be 
subordinated to the spirit of unhurried 
reverence and joyful worship; that all 
possible provision be made for active 


participation by the whole congregation 
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in the entire preparatory service, includ- 
ing the bringing in of tithes and offer- 
ings as part of their worship, and that 
in this way they be prepared to give un- 
divided and prayerful attention to the 
sermon as the climax of the service; 
that we plan for and foster a preaching 
service that will not only attract and 
hold large congregations but be a dy- 
namic influence for righteousness in the 
city. 


3rd—That the whole educational pro- 
gram, including those units sponsored by 
the Church School and the Woman’s Or- 
ganization, be most carefully studied and 
coordinated so that it may include train- 
ing in every phase of church life and 
Christian obligation for adults as well as 
children; and that special attention be 
given to fostering an intelligent apprecia- 
tion and support of all forms of mission- 
ary enterprise and to making this church 
a center of opportunity for the men, 
women and children of this community. 


4th—That, in order to make practical 
and effective so broad a program, our 
church staff be built up to include a 
pastor with a great preaching gift, an 
assistant fitted not only to relieve the 
pastor of many details, but to give expert 
supervision to the whole educational pro- 
gram and, as soon as she can be found 
and financed, a woman with some train- 
ing as a Christian social worker, who, 
with the assistance of volunteers, shall 
do intensive work among women and 
children of the community; that careful 
thought be given to providing adequate 
personnel and equipment for the neces- 
sary office work and the maintenance of 
the church plant in good condition; that 
as soon as wise and possible, we plan to 
provide for the carefully considered re- 
arrangement of the interior of our ad- 
ministration building so that it may ac- 
commodate as fully as possible this en- 
larged program. 


5th—That in order to finance this en- 
larged program very special measures be 
taken at once to increase the regular 
giving by increasing the number of 
tithers and by serious effort to enlist 
every member to pledge and give regu- 
larly to both expenses and missions; that 
in all this we adhere to our traditional 
policy of supporting the church finan- 
cially as a spiritual exercise and avoid 
commercial methods of any type; that 
all monies collected by group or depart- 
ment be regarded as dedicated gifts to 
be very carefully accounted for and used 
to the best possible advantage in accom- 
plishing the purpose for which they were 
given. 


6th—That the Board of Trustees, or 
other designated body, be asked to con- 
sider the practical possibility of estab- 
lishing within the next 5 or 10 years, an 
Endowment Fund the interest on which 
would provide to a large extent for ex- 
tension work in the community—it being 
definitely understood that the existence 
of such a fund would not in any sense 
relieve the membership of its obligation 
to support the regular expense and mis- 
sionary budgets of the church. 


7th—That in order to conserve the full 
value of these studies and the work that 
has been done, the attached detailed re- 
ports be at once submitted to leaders of 
groups and to the standing committees 
most ,concerned and that these commit- 
tees shall from time to time bring the 
recommendations to the church for ac- 
tion when and as the undertaking of any 
specific piece of work seems possible. 


8th and lastly—We do most earnestly 
recommend that a committee on Church 
Program be very presently added to the 
Standing Committees of the church; that 
this committee be named by the Execu- 
tive Board of the Church and be charged 
with the duty of continuously studying 
the detailed reports and assisting the 
various groups in planning to carry out 
the recommendations; that this commit- 
tee be asked to bring new recommenda- 
tions from time to time looking toward 
greater efficiency in carrying out the 
main purpose of this report which is to 
build up, here at Ashland Avenue Bap- 
tist Church, a great spiritual power plant 
for the spreading of the Gospel in this 
city and throughout the world and at the 
same time rendering practical service to 
the people of this community. 


Methodist Preacher 
(Continued from 360) 


the benevolences. That means work, 
but is more a thing of management 
and system and approach than actual 
toil. And it is good religion, as well 
as good policy. 

A church of three hundred members, 
with a total budget of $5,000, may not 
be bearing an irksome load. It might 
even give “as much for others as for 
ourselves,” without being cramped or 
unduly spurred to large giving; provided 
there is no burden of debt. 

If the preacher does raise the be- 
nevolences, he will make a three-way 
gain. The church’s general work will 
be saved from cuts, so far as he can 
effect that; his own support will not 
be diminished, but more surely pro- 
tected; and he will acquire merit in 
the eyes of the hard-pressed adminis- 
trators who live in a constant struggle 
with the weak, the lame and the lazy, 
—laymen as well as preachers! 

He should avoid faction, without 
playing the lone wolf role too obviously. 
Every Annual Conference has its groups 
that are drawn together by opinions or 
other community of interest. But these 
groups change from year to year, each 
with a fairly stable nucleus of stalwarts, 
surrounded by a varying, uncertain 
fringe of halters between two opinions. 

It is of little use to be a supporter 
of the stalwarts, if that is done for 
policy’s sake. The recognized strong 
men are few, and their followers would 
lose much of their value if they also 
began to show signs of strength. Your 
practical-minded dictator never likes to 
have, next the throne, men too near 
his own stature. “In one bed there 
may be room for ten beggars, while in 
a whole country there is hardly room 
for two kings.” And a weak supporter 
of the status quo is merely a ticketed 
camp-follower. 

The man who has clean-cut doc- 
trinal, ethical or social convictions will 
probably be out of line at some time 
or other with every group in the con- 


(Turn to page 372) 
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hard grind of his sixteen hours a 

day task and its nervous strain 
makes necessary some relaxation. There 
are many hobbies available but many 
are too expensive for the minister’s small 
salary. Others require some specialized 
skill. Some require long absences from 
home and work. The ideal hobby for 
the minister is one that costs little, that 
requires no specialized skill and that can 
be indulged in at home, an hour or so 
at a time. 


F nara minister needs a hobby. The 


Philately, commonly called stamp col- 
lecting, fills these requirements nicely. 
It is especially adapted to the minister 
when limited to the field of collecting 
stamps of religious significance. This is 
better than general collecting because it 
is a more limited field and is not as ex- 
pensive. There are hundreds of these 
stamps but most of them are of the 
commoner varieties and, with a few ex- 
ceptions, not overly expensive. This 
specialty has a unique value for the 
minister. It is in the same field as his 
regular work and yet it is a real hobby. 
While the study connected with it is in- 
forming and rich in illustrative material 
it is so interesting and different that it 
never seems like work but is always real 
recreation. It is amazing what interest- 
ing material there is associated with 
these stamps and how helpful much of it 
is in the minister’s work. 


Take for example the stamps of the 
now defunct Kingdom of Abyssinia. 
Those bearing pictures of the “Lion of 
Judah” and those bearing pictures of the 
“Throne of Solomon” open up the whole 
fascinating field of the friendship of 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. We 
discover with amazement the “Black 
Jews” of Abyssinia and the prevalence 
of Jewish customs all through the coun- 
try. The stamps bearing the picture of 
the “Church of St. George,” the national 
cathedral of the ill-fated Haile Selassie, 
brings to our attention one of the oldest 
and queerest Christian Churches in the 
world; one more ancient than the Roman 
Catholic. 


Then there are the stamps of Argen- 
tine and Spain bearing a picture of the 
“Christ of the Andes.” What a story 
that involves of a war actually prevented 
by the sermons of a Christian Bishop 
and a great victory for peace. Unknown 
to most Americans it is one of the great- 
est peace stories and best proofs of what 
Christianity can really do for peace when 





*Minister, Methodist 
Trucksville, Pennsylvania. 
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By Harry M. Savacool* 





Some Desirable Religious Stamps 
Illustrations Through Courtesy H. E. Harris & Co., Boston 


it is taken seriously. It would make a 
very effective Junior Church story. 


Cathedrals on Stamps 


There are scores of churches and 
cathedrals pictured on the stamps. In 
practically every case there are fas- 
cinating stories connected with these 
churches. For example, St. Vitus Cathe- 
dral, pictured so often on Czecho-Slova- 
kian stamps, is built on the traditional 
spot where St. Vitus, an early Christian 
missionary, imprisoned for his faith, 
danced each night to celestial music 
played by angels. Whence, by the way, 
comes our name for the nervous disorder 
called “St. Vitus Dance”. Or there is 
Cologne Cathedral pictured’ on the 
stamps of Germany which tradition says 
was built according to plans which the 
architect stole from Satan. Satan is 
said to have laid a curse on him to the 
effect that his name would be forever 
unknown—and it is unknown. Then 
there is the Cathedral of Santo Domingo, 
the oldest Church in the New World. 
St. Bavon Cathedral in Belgium is named 
for a Saint who lived for years in a 
hollow tree. St. Rombaut Cathedral is 
named after a Saint who always carries 
a hoe as a reminder that he was beaten 
to death with a hoe by an angered 
listener who thought his sermons too 
pointed and personal. St. Gadule Cathe- 
dral is named after the Saint who is 
noted principally for the tradition that 
when she went to early morning prayers 
Satan blew out her lantern which was 
immediately relighted by Saint Michael. 
Then there is the Bulgarian stamp show- 
ing the Cathedral of Sofia after it was 
wrecked by a bomb planted in the dome 
and exploded during a State Funeral in 
1925 with terrible loss of life. So we 
might go on with Churches found on the 
stamps; nearly all with fascinating 
stories. 


Among the recent Religious Stamps 
are the Danish stamps just issued for 
the 400th anniversary of Lutheranism in 
Denmark and bearing the portraits of 
Hans Tavsens and others picturing 
Nikolai and Ribe Churches. Many min- 
isters do not know that Tavsen was the 
Luther of Denmark and hardly know 
that there was a Reformation in that 
country. 


Most of the great Saints have found a 
place on the stamps from the bloody 
St. Olaf of the stamps of Norway through 
the miracle-working St. Anthony of 
Padua of the Italian and Portuguese 
stamps (he preached to the fishes when 
men refused to hear and the scene is 
found on the stamps), to the gentle and 
Christ-like St. Francis of Assisi of the 
Italian Stamps. Here too are many of 
the great missionaries such as Father 
Anchieta, apostle to the Indians of 
Brazil; Francis Xavier, greatest of all 
missionaries; Cyril and Methodius, the 
missionary brothers and many others. 


Unfortunately most of the portraits of 
Christ on the stamps are of him in in- 
fancy. We do have, however, the Christ 
of the Andes, referred to above. Then 
there are the Pacelli Commemoratives 
of Brazil which picture the colossal 
statue of Christ which towers on Mt. 
Corcovado 2,300 feet above the harbor 
of Rio de Janeiro, with arms out- 
stretched in blessing. The statue itself 
is 125 feet high. It was built by public 
subscription as a symbol of the Christian 
Faith of the people of Brazil. It makes a 
tremendous impression on _ travellers 
whether seen by day or standing out of 
the darkness, brilliantly illuminated, by 
night. But perhaps the most beautiful 
stampic picture of Jesus is that on the 
Propaganda of the Faith issue of Italy. 
These large stamps bear a.remarkably 
fine picture of Jesus giving the Great 
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Commission to his disciples. The picture 
is clear and distinct. These stamps were 
issued to commemorate the centenary of 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith and the 300th anniversary of the 
death of Pope Gregory XV, who laid the 
foundation for this work. The portraits 
are reproductions from the works of 
great Italian painters and even on the 
stamps show the touch of genius. Each 
of the four stamps bears in the upper 
left hand corner the picture of Pope 
Gregory XV. In the upper right corner 
each of the four values bears a portrait 
of one of the great Catholic Missionaries, 
namely, St. Theresa, St. Dominic, St. 
Francis of Assisi, and St. Francis Xavier. 
And so we might go on to considerable 
length concerning the stamp pictures of 
Christ, the Apostles, Monasteries, Religi- 
ous Symbols, Sacred Sites, etc., but we 
leave this fascinating study for the read- 
er to pursue for himself. 


Collecting Inexpensive 


Especially important is the ease and 
small expense with which such a collec- 
tion can be begun and continued. All 
that is necessary is a Scott’s Stamp 
Catalog (most public libraries have one), 
a loose-leaf stamp album with blank 
pages (an ordinary note-book will do), 
a ten cent package of hinges, and an 
approval selection of stamps of the re- 
ligious type. It is intensely interesting to 
arrange a page of stamps on some sub- 
ject such as Madonnas, Cathedrals of 
some country or period, Saints, or what 
not, and then to dig out the historical 
background with its interesting facts and 
legends. You need not have every stamp 
for your page when you lay it out. Some 
empty spaces are a challenge and add 
zest to your hobby. 

You will never get rich collecting re- 
ligious stamps. It is not a speculation 
as collecting United States stamps often 
is, but it is a hobby that will serve as 
recreation for the minister, not cost too 
much money, and send him back to his 
work not only refreshed but with an 
ever-growing stock of unusual and in- 
teresting information and illustrations. 








Methodist Preacher 
(Continued from 370) 
ference. But, if he has any good stuff 
in him, every group will know it needs 
him. Being needed is good every way; 
and prudentially much better than 

being in need of the help of others. 


Don’t Talk Too Much 


He should not seek to be a conference 
gabber. In any conference the talkers 
outtalk the doers, but the debaters are 
not necessarily the deciders. There 
are men who can be counted on to 
speak, without preparation, on every 
question which arises. But the confer- 
ence is not compelled to listen. They 
are endured more than heard. 

But I know a man whose conference 
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speeches will not average one to each 
annual session. When he gets up, the 
book room and the lobbies spill back in- 
to the auditorium, and the conference 
comes broad awake. 

It isn’t much use to suggest profitable 
methods of behavior while under the 
bishop’s eye. For one thing, no two 
bishops have the same standards; and, 
for another, few bishops bother about 
what a man says on the conference 
floor. They soon learn what he is 
likely to say, and they are too much 
occupied with presiding, watching the 
parliamentary situation, and keeping the 
business moving, to be impressed by 
speeches. 

They have other ways of getting a 
line on a preacher, both directly and 
indirectly. The supervision over preach- 
ers which the Methodist system re- 
quires and compels could give the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation points 
it has not thought of. Every man’s 
record, and many things not in his for- 
mal record, combine to make the open 
book of his life. And the bishop either 
knows, or knows a man who knows, 
every item in each man’s past per- 
formances, from Advocates to World 
Service, from Cradle Roll to the Re- 
tired Preachers’ Fund. 


Seeking Another Parish 


The question is sometimes asked, has 
a Methodist minister the right to ap- 
proach another Methodist Church than 
the one he is serving, with a view to 
becoming its pastor? 

And there’s only one answer: He 
hasn’t. He has given that up, in ex- 
change for the assurance that he will 
always have a pulpit. While bishops 
no longer exercise autocratically the 
power they still possess, the Methodist 
system depends for its workability on a 
gentleman’s understanding that pastors 
will not negotiate directly with churches. 

Pastors do propose exchanges with 
each other, and there’s no great harm 
in that. It may even work out to 
mutual advantage. Before anything 
comes of it, much machinery must be 
set in motion, two congregations have 
to be reconciled to the change, and the 
consent of two district superintendents, 
and, if the churches are in different 
areas, two bishops must be secured. 

The “call” method is, in’ fact, used 
by some church committees, so that a 
preacher’s prominence of one sort or 
another may be an asset to him, when 
a committee is on the prowl. But that 
method is not a great success. Often I 
have known it to produce disappoint- 
ment all ‘round; and at a guess, more 
than half the committees on pulpit 
supply would have done better to leave 
their pulpits in the hands of the bishop 
and the superintendent. 

Of course, I know that bargaining, 
episcopal swapping, “horse-trading” and 


such-like are often alleged, sometimes 
with much circumstantial evidence. But 
these things are always talked about in 
any set-up which must relate men to 
jobs, jobs to men, and organizations to 
individuals. Consider the army and 
navy, or the inside politics of great 
corporations. 

Despite all this, these various systems 
have a pragmatic sanction. They work. 


Read Wide and Well 


The young preacher who doesn’t read 
as widely as his means allow, and 
beyond, is limiting his own Methodist 
career. And I don’t mean manuals of 
sermons, magazines, newspapers, digests 
more or less literary. I mean wide read- 
ing; reading for background, not for 
next Sunday’s sermon. 

Not so long ago I knew the percentage 
of one Seminary’s graduates who had 
read the classics of our language since 
their high school or college English; 
but I won't tell it. You’d be surprised! 

But wide and general reading, with 
the Bible as a still rich and, to many, 
an uncharted continent, besides yield- 
ing its own solid satisfactions, is a ten 
times better enricher of preaching, in 
a church that clamors for preaching, 
than all the predigested stuff that clut- 
ters the market. 

The congregation has probably read 
the Saturday Evening Post, and some 
have even read Gone with the Wind and 
Magnificent Obsession. But the preacher 
who can feel and share the moods of 
saints and sages, prophets and poets, 
novelists and dramatists, visionaries and 
readers of the heart and mind of man, 
will outrun, far and long, those who have 
laid in their canned stuff at the liter- 
ary groceterias. 

Advancement in the Methodist minis- 
try is a fickle jade. She flouts her most 
assiduous swains, and tosses her rarest 
favors to men who seek them casually, 
if at all. 

A thousand novels might be written 
from the experiences hidden away be- 
hind the matter-of-fact pages of the 
Minutes of the Conferences. That wealth 
challenges some Balzac to write a new 
Comedie Humaine, with Methodist 
preachers and their people for his raw 
material. It would be comedy indeed, 
in places; tragedy in some, and drama 
always, even if at times melodrama; 
with no lack of poetry —lyric, martial, 
epic—and more crammed with uni- 
versal human interest than _ today’s 
newspapers. 

I think of two men who sought to get 
ahead in the Methodist ministry, — and 
of one other. 

The second most tragic figure I ever 
knew was a preacher who all his life 
long sought for place and prominence. 
Evermore he had almost but not quite 
in his grasp the job he coveted. Each 
smaller success was seized and held, yet 
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scorned almost as soon as won; it did 
but feed his desire for more. He was 
ever arriving, and never continuing in 
one stay. He had a dozen good jobs, 
and died reaching for a _ better;—a 
thwarted, embittered spiritual wreck. 

The other preacher, most tragic fig- 
ure in all my memories, set out, from 
the moment he was accepted on pro- 
pation, to secure advancement. And he 
won it. His life was a series of suc- 
cessful personal campaigns for place and 
power,—planned, organized and trium- 
phant. He, too, is dead, and since no 
one will identify him I may try to point 
the moral of his career as I saw it 
one day when illness had put the fear 
of death into his heart. 

We were alone in his sick room. What 
he said to me in that moment of dread- 
ful candor sprang from a tortured self- 
seeker’s fleeting but vivid view of his 
own life. Allowing for the poet’s de- 
tachment, they might have been the 
words Shakespeare puts into the mouth 
of Wolsey in his last hours: 


Cromwell, I charge thee, fling away 
ambition; 

By that sin fell the angels; how can 
man, then, 

The image of his Maker, hope to 
profit by it? 
** * O Cromwell, Cromwell, 

Had I but served my God with half 
the zeal 

I served my king — 

Wolsey spoke, and died. The man I 


knew recovered from his illness, and 
lived on. But from the day of his re- 
covery forward, he continued to be what 
he had set out to be at the beginning. 
And he had his reward. 

I know another preacher who is still 
living —a man of parts and power. It 
would surprise me to to know that he 
ever sO much as crossed the street to 
further his own interests, though he has 
taken plenty of punishment when he 
has defended the interests of other men 
who were under fire. This man has not 
lost or refused his call to preach. He 
has held the confidence and the affec- 
tion of men whose convictions he is far 
from sharing. The only people who hate 
and even fear him are those who do 
not know him; or who, knowing him, 
sense their unspoken condemnation in 
his clear and Christian judgment. 

The Methodist ministry is no place 
for the self-deceived or the calculating. 
The first will be disappointed, and the 
second will be making the bargain of 
Faust. But men who will seek and speak 
their word from God, believing and de- 
claring that Jesus Christ is not only the 
Saviour of men but the Solver of all 
problems of today and of tomorrow, — 
these men need ask no better place. 

And for them that astonishing, ad- 
mirable, parochial, world-ranging, blun- 
dering, efficient creation which is the 
Methodist machine in its various as- 
pects, will become the chariot of the 
Lord and the horsemen thereof!- 


Church Hymns 


Here are some more churches which 
have hymns of their own. They make 
and interesting story. If your church 
has its own hymn send it in. We will be 
glad to give it space in an early issue. 


CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
Erie, Pennsylvania. 


Tune: Wesley 
Church of the Covenant, Church of the 
fathers 
Ages to ages recall toil and tears; 
Voices of ancients revive in thy being 
Church of the Covenant—of yester years! 


Church of the Covenant, Church of my 


fellows, 

Neighbors, companions in this gallant 
Way, 

Sharers in faith, hope and love, all 
united, 


Church of the Covenant—of this my day! 


Church of the Covenant, Church of the 


children 

Prophet for youth preaching Christ who 
endures, 

Great with the future, assured and 
triumphant, 

Church of the Covenant—tomorrow’s 
yours! 


By Ralph Marshall Davis. 


A CENTENNIAL HYMN 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Petersburg, Illinois. 


This church plans a centennial cele- 
bration for 1939. In preparation the 
minister, Grant Mason, has written this 
hymn. Original music for it has been 
composed by the church organist. 


O God, Thou great creator 
Who fashioned the earth; 

Who set the heavens glorious, 
Made man of noble birth. 

To Thee we give our homage, 
Our humble prayer foretell; 

We rise through Christ our Saviour, 
Our Lord Immanuel. 


In prairie, field and forest 
Our parents made their home; 
‘Mid pioneer privation 
They laid an altar stone; 
Tho chill with winter’s season 
Thy love hath kept them warm; 
In prayer and supplication 
Thy word hath been our flame. 


They tilled the soil with fervor, 
The wheels of commerce spun, 

Their harvest came in plenty 
Encouraged by Thy sun. 

Their children grew in knowledge 
Deep wisdom laid in store, 

To cope with lust and passion 
And greed’s destroying store. 


Tho deeply rent asunder, 
Thy Church with hatred torn, 
Great mercy was her portion, 
Thy love, soft, healed the wound. 
In mystic sweet communion 
At table spread by Thee 
God’s brotherhood found union 
’Neath Golgotha’s fair tree. 


A spire they lifted o’er them, 
To point them up to God, 







In whose unfailing service, 
The saints for ages trod. 
With gifts and toil and service 
They poured their life for Thee, 
O may their life’s devotion 
Be blessed eternally. 


O God of life eternal, 
From age to age the same 
In changing scenes and vistas 
Our faith is in Thy name. 
‘Mid noise and great commotion 
And din of heathen song, 
O give us deep devotion 
Until Thy Kingdom come. 


* * ok 


A CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
Centennial Hymn of the Franklin 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Wellsburg, West Virginia 


Tune: Webb. 


A century of progress 
This year we celebrate; 
One hundred years of service 
Have brought us down to date. 
And now as we look forward 
A hundred years to come, 
We pledge ourselves to loyalty 
To Franklin, our dear home. 


This season brings us memories 
Of friends who now are gone; 
We think of their endeavors, 
And aim to “Carry on”. 
If we perform so nobly 
As those who’ve gone before 
The tasks that they have left us, 
We'll live forevermore. 


The pioneering spirit 
Was aye exemplified 

In all their feats and conquests; 
None was to be denied. 

That spirit we inherit, 
And by it persevere, 

Till we have won the victory 
That challenges our fear. 


We love the sacred nature 
Of all their high ideals, 
The soil which brought them harvests, 
The Church and its appeals,— 
They reach our deep emotions, 
And challenge everyone 
To higher aspirations 
Until his race is run. 


We glory in our standing, 
(And may it never fall), 
Yet all we have accomplished 
Is not by us at all. 
We worship God our Father, 
Whom we must all adore, 
His kind and tender mercies 
Remembering evermore. 
—By Josiah Osmond. 





MORNING PRAYER 


Dear Father of us all, 

On Thy dear name we call; 

Keep us from sin this day, 
We humbly pray. 


For daily bread we ask, 

And strength for daily task. 

And walk with us today, 
We humbly pray. 


Our souls we, too, commend; 
And do Thou us befriend, 
Till ends life’s little day, 
We humbly pray. 
—E. A. Repass. 





374 


CONFERENCE FOR MINISTERS 
and Other Religious Workers 


THREE ONE-WEEK UNITS 
July 12-16, 19-23, 26-30 
Enroll for one, two, or three weeks 


Lectures and Discussions on Preaching 
Problems of Religious Leadership 
Recent Results in Scholarship 
Contemporary Social Issues 
Religious Education 
a 


FACULTY: Robert R. bong 3 — Moffatt, 
Ralph W. Sockman, by vedi Lyman, Julius 
V. Moldenhawer, H. Richard Niebuhr, James 
E. Frame, Wilhelm Pauck, Adelaide T. Case, 
Harrison S. Elliott, Margaret Forsyth, 
Frank W. Herriott. 


Six Weeks Summer School 


July 12-August 20. 
Enrollment with credit for July 12-30 
or August 2-20 also Possib 


Wide range of courses available 


Address: Director of Summer Courses 


Union Theological Semina 


3041 Broadway New York City 
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Montrose Bible Conferences: 


MONTROSE, PA. 
1937 Program 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE, JULY 5-18 
—Conducted by Dr. Roy T. Brumbaugh, of 
Tacoma, Washington Combined—Vacation— 
Bible Study—Preparation—for Deepening the 
Spiritual Life. 

MINISTERIAL INSTITUTE, JULY 19-29— 
Auspices of Moody Institute of Chicago, for full 
time Christian Workers, Ministe vangelists— 
Missionaries—Families. Conducted by Dr. Will 
H. Houghton, President of Moody Bible Institute. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, JULY 30-AUG. 8— 
Auspices of Montrose Bible Conference Associa- 
tion, program directed by Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
pastor of Moody Church, Chicago. World re- 
nowned speakers—from home and abroad. 

PROPHETIC CONFERENCE, AUG. 9-15—Con- 
ducted by Dr. Harry A. Ironside, pastor of the 
Moody Church, Chicago. Author and well known 
teacher. 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE, AUG. 
16-22—Strong program of speakers. Under the 
direction of Rev. David L. Cooper of Los Angeles. 
Presents the claims of Jesus Christ as Hebrew 
Messiah and shows Israel’s place in God’s plan. 


@ PLAN YOUR VACATION FOR MONTROSE 

















Address—R. M. Honeyman, Montrose, Pa. 
/SUNIATA COLLEGE | 
HUNTINGDON, PA. 


| Christian — Accredited — Coeducational. Students | 

from many Seeneatest Senentnations, Moderate | 

expense 

Write acammanh and pictorial bulletin 

CHARLES C. ELLIS, Ph. D., D. D., 
mt 











\ ™ 











: 


| women over high-school age, 








CuHuRCH MANAGEMENT for A pril, 1937 





The Play Shop Is My Work 


URING the first three years of our 

married life, in the parish to which 

I went as a bride, I was able to 
plan and execute an experiment which 
I now pass on in the hope that it may 
be helpful in some degree to someone, 
somewhere. 

We were located in a rural parish 
where the young married group present- 
ed a problem and a challenge. They 
seemed to have no vital interest of any 
kind in the church. I had had some 
previous training in drama work, and 
had done some directing—enough, so that 
I felt that if they would cooperate at all, 
I might open up a new field to them in 
which they could find some pleasant 
means of self-expression, and at the 
same time be enlisted in the church pro- 
gram. May I say here, parenthetically, 
that a detailed technical training in this 
field is not absolutely necessary. If one 
is enthusiastically interested, it is easy 
to acquire the necessary knowledge in 
the splendid books now on the market 
on all branches of stagecraft, from the 
selection of plays to the construction of 
scenery, and even the actual directing. 
One must be enthusiastic, however, and 
capable of imparting it to others. 

I worked out my plans in detail and 
then invited personally all the young 
including 
those of the young married set, to come 
to the parsonage. They were present 
100%. I knew that this same thing had 








THEY ALSO SERVE 


For a long, long time I’ve wanted to pay 

A tribute to the women who go out of 
their way 

To pick folks up and carry them far— 

The women who're generous in the use of 
their car. 


They furnish the gasoline, hurry from 


home 

To accommodate those with no car of 
their own. 

With meetings prolonged an hour or 
more 


They still have time to return to our door. 


They also serve—these women who take 

Others to meetings they might not make. 

Smiling, unruffied, they honk and pause 

While we hunt the door key and their 
tardiness cause. 


So here’s to the women wherever they 
are— 

The women who're generous with the use 
of their car 

They swell every meeting with their 
courtesies. 

Lord, we are grateful for souls such as 
these. 

—Mayme Garner Miller. 
in World Cail. 





Morrell’s husband is minister of the 
Church, Turners Falls, 


*Mrs. 
First Congregational 
Massachusetts. 


By Marion Hall Morrell* 


been attempted before, and had failed 
utterly at its first meeting from lack of 
interest; so with double my normal de- 
termination and enthusiasm I presented 
my plans. To my great surprise, they 
were eagerly adopted, and the group 
proceeded to elect officers, and voted to 
meet on alternate Monday evenings. 


Our program as outlined and as it 
developed during the first year included 
the following: 

1. The usual officers: Pres., Vice-Pres., 
Sec’y, Treas., and Chairman of Program 
Comm. 

2. Meetings every two weeks on Mon- 
day evenings, at the different homes. 
We agreed to serve only two things: a 
beverage and either sandwiches or cakes. 
So that, with a group of fifteen to twen- 
ty, the burden of entertaining was not 
great. 

3. At the regular meetings, various 
phases of the drama were studied, under 
the leadership of the director so that 
every member might have an intelligent 
understanding of the field. Later, cur- 
rent plays were read both for enjoyment 
and information. 

4. We agreed to present at least two 
or three religious dramas at the evening 
services throughout the year. And, in 
addition to these, we would put on an 
evening of secular plays to add to the 
treasury. 

5. The organization, which was even- 
tually called “The Play Shop,” was to be 
composed only of the young women— 
since several had youngsters—and it was 
difficult for both parents to be out on the 
same evening; and then, when perform- 
ances were staged, the aid of the hus- 
bands was enlisted. 

6. Each season, guest night was ob- 
served, to which our husbands and our 
other guests were invited. This was 
usually an evening of fun: sketches, 
skits, etc. followed by refreshments. 

7. An advisory committee was to be 
selected by the club to be made up of 
“disinterested older women,” whose duty 
it would be to read plays, select one or 
the ones considered best suited to a par- 
ticular occasion, and then with the direc- 
tor to select the cast. In this way, /, as 
minister’s wife and director of the or- 
ganization, was relieved of the full re- 
sponsibility of choosing certain ones, and 
hence, avoided much petty criticism. 
Responsibility and criticism can be more 
easily borne by five people than by one 
person. This committee eventually took 
over all the costuming and staging, and 
I was happily relieved of the multifarious 
details that break the backs of most 
amateur producers. As I look back upon 
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Jewels to Crown the 


Worship Hour 


MOTHER’S SUNDAY 


Call to Worship: 

To mothers, first among mankind, 
God revealed gentleness and tender- 
ness, through the helplessness of tiny 
babes. Slowly and often with long 
delayed success, mothers have taught 
these qualities to their sons. No one 
can predict the future of the babe, yet 
his mother takes him in her arms, 
loves him, cares for him through 
years of sacrifice. Motherhood is still 
a venture of faith. It is no accident, 
therefore that the mothers of Chris- 
tendom have lived by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

God gave us friends, and then, not 

done 
With blessings from above, 
He gave to us His crowning one, 
A mother’s tender love. 
— Cora M. V. Preble 


Sing: The Lord is in His Holy Temple. 
Let us now wait before God in silent 
prayer: 


Invocation: 


Father of all mankind and giver and 
sustainer of life, we bring Thee in the 
arms of our faith today, with all their 
loves and longings, the mothers of our 
race. Let them not struggle unsus- 
tained up the steeps of motherhood. 
Grant them patience and wisdom 
amid the daily discouragements, the 
clash of ideals, and the care of life. 
Reward their sacrifice with love re- 
turned and the consciousness of hav- 


By Ronald E. Terry 


ing helped their sons and daughters 
to find Thee, their Heavenly Father, 
and a worthy life. 

— Dr. Joseph A. Vance. 


The Offertory: 

The Sentence: 
Honor thy father and thy mother; 
that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. — Ex. 20-12. 

The Solo: 

The Hymn: “Savior, Thy Dying Love,” 

one verse. 


The Prayer: 
Almighty God, we thank thee for 
the comforts and the joys of home 
and for human love and friendship. 
We pray that thy Spirit may ever 
dwell in each household and make 
us all true to our relations and 
duties one to another... . Grant us 
grace daily to do something for the 
coming of that blessed day when all 
the households of earth shall belong 
to the great family of God, and 





render praises and glory unto the | 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


Amen. 
Adapted from Henry Van Dyke. 


The Benediction: 


And now unto Him who created | 


motherhood and gave to each one a | 


love akin to His own; and may the 
blessing of God, our Father, the fel- 
lowship of Jesus Christ, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Spirit rest upon 
each one of us evermore. 











it now, the credit for the success of the 
organization should be left at the feet of 
that grand committee! It is almost need- 
less to add that this committee should 
be chosen with very careful thought as 
to its artistic ability, congeniality, and, 
most particularly, its dependability. 

8. From time to time, as we were able, 
we turned over goodly sums of money to 
the trustees of the church. At present, 
I have learned, during the fifth year of 
its existence, that “The Play Shop” has 
started an organ fund, with its ultimate 
goal—the purchase of a new pipe organ. 
Between plays, the girls have carried on 
other activities, which are adding mate- 
rially to their treasury. It has been 
gratifying to find help coming from the 
most unexpected sources, and the fund 
has grown rapidly. 

9. During the second season, The Play 
Shop conducted an inter-church play 
“exchange”,—where similar groups of 
young people brought their plays to our 
church, and our group reciprocated. 
Many pleasant contacts were established 
in this way. I had hoped eventually to 
make this a kind of friendly competition 
each winter among the churches of the 
county. 


10. Eventually, we were able to lend 
a helping hand to the Ladies’ Aid sup- 
pers, which for some reason, were being 
poorly attended. We arranged a pro- 
gram of original sketches and humorous 
events, and invited everyone to stay for 
a social hour after supper. This proved 
very popular, and we were encouraged to 
furnish many such programs. 

Now, after nearly five years of ex- 
istence, The Play Shop has become a 
vital part of that church, and I believe 
it is making a splendid contribution to 
that community. 

It is gratifying to find a better type of 
Religious Play coming into the market, 
and we still need many more: a chal- 
lenge to any of you ministers’ wives, who 
have ability along that line. Fred East- 
man is doing a splendid job in the field 
of Modern Religious Drama. His books 
were of an inestimable value. 


“Five gallon of gas and a quart of gin, 

And all they found was a mess of 
tin.” 

The less some folks know the more 
they talk. 
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Buy with 


your eyes open 








. .. when you see a Royal Folding 
Chair, its finish, size and general 
pleasing appearance. 


Buy ... through sense of 


feel ...when you relax in it in 
comfort. 


Buy ... through sense of 


hearing ... when others who sit 
on it express their enthusiasm. 
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la FREE TRIAL 
TE NYE AR 
GUARANTEE 


of metal construction 


is convincing proof that 
ROYAL FoldingChairs 


welcome comparisons. 


Write today for our 
latest catalog. 


ROYAL METAL MFG. CO. 
1123 S. Michigan Blvd., Chicago 














116 West 61st Street New York 
Los Angeles — Toronto 
ASSEMBLY 

CHAIRS , 
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| ‘Metal Furniture Since °97” 
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Whither Depression Youth 


Here is depression youth as seen through the eyes of a Junior Coun- 
selor under the National Re-employment Service. It is not a pleasant 
picture but one which may make you tremble and pray. 


ODERN youth is easily misunder- 
M stood. It is being characterized 

by various terms, the forgotten 
generation, the lost generation and even 
the damned generation. The turn of 
events in recent months, especially the 
indices of financial and industrial enter- 
prise, have led us to believe that the 
depression is well-nigh over and that we 
are again on the road to prosperity. 
While that revival of business may cover 
a multitude of sins it does not remove 
the guilt we have heaped upon modern 
youth during the depression years. 


a 


Youth is in a state of confusion and is 
trying hard to extricate itself but with 
apparently little result. It looks bleakly 
toward a blank wall beyond which it 
cannot see. At the bottom of this con- 
fusion lies the economic depression which 
not only prevented youth from continu- 
ing its educational career but hindered 
it in making plans for a vocational 
future. The effects and social conse- 
quences of that experience have not yet 
come to fruition but there are certain 
trends the outcome of which is unmis- 
takably clear. About 750,000 fewer mar- 
riages took place during the past six 
years which means a loss of about one 
million new American babies and more 
than three million years of married 
bliss. It is predicted that the population 
will begin declining within the next fif- 
teen years and by 1975 there will be 
only one-third as many children and 
only one-half as many women of child 
bearing age. Unless immigration sets in 
the social and economic consequences 
will be serious, so we are told. 


That youth is in a state of confusion 
is not difficult to comprehend. Almost 
one-half of the 200,000 homeless persons 
cared for during the past year by the 
Federal Agencies in its Transient Service 
belonged to youth between the ages of 
16 and 25. At the present time more 
than one hundred thousand are not only 
unemployed but out of school. While we 
have always had the seasonal worker 
and the regular hobo among the floating 
population, youth of both sexes com- 
poses this new element in our transient 
movement. These hobos and hoboettes, 
hitch-hiking, riding box cars inside and 
outside, tramping on foot—these “knights 
of the road” wander aimlessly in all 





Where they 
appear in large numbers they encounter 
difficulties as they are not wanted in 


directions of the country. 


smaller communities. Not only the 
change in seasons determines to some 
extent the direction of their destination, 
but larger cities also provide better facili- 
ties so they logically congregate there 
and are not easily distinguished from 
the rest of the citizenry. 

These nomads are not only losing at- 
tachment for their homes and commun- 
ities but also break those ties which were 
to their elders in the earlier days most 
binding—tradition, family background, 
religious associations, social circles, 
amusement groups, etc. Largely because 
they have nothing definite to do they 
prefer to be roaming Beduins. The gen- 
eral paralysis of industry has caused 
these youth to be skeptical about finding 
employment since their fathers who are 
experienced are forced into idleness. 
Prolonged unemployment and eventual 
acceptance of public relief has not only 
demoralized family life but undermined 
the self respect of growing youth. We 
all know that relief families were placed 
on a sub-standard of living. Inadequate 
food budgets, lack of clothing and no 
provisions for the elemental necessities 
of life became unbearable to even the 
most enterprising. It is no wonder that 
young people built up such a distaste for 
being members of relief families. Poorly 
clad, disheartened, undernourished and 
in some cases half starved, these young 
people preferred to become transients 
rather than accept the ill-deserved lot. 
Domestically disturbed and maladjusted 
in their community because of economic 
tensions, these eager youth decreed that 


By Adolph Schock 


they shall not be a burden to their own 
families. These “Wandervogel” have be- 
come a national concern. 


a. 


While the effects of the moral break- 
down of the depression-youth have not 
been tabulated it has already become a 
national problem. Since the early years 
of the depression many communities 
throughout the country were forced to 
provide ways and means of taking care 
of these newcomers. Railroad companies 
soon learned that it was to their benefit 
to permit them to ride box cars undis- 
turbed, as many retaliated by doing con- 
siderable damage to their property. Rail- 
road employees treated them with 
courtesy as they feared that these tran- 
sients would wreck moving trains. In 
general, their disrespect for law and 
order not only demanded a certain en- 
forced respect from their elders and em- 
ployers but also brought their cause be- 
fore public attention. 


Are these youths just roaming about 
with no particular motive behind it? Are 
they just aimlessly wandering without 
any definite goal? Some believe that 
this transient group has no grudge, no 
spirit of revolt but is simply restless 
without having any definite fundamental 
cause. Unlike German youth who more 
than a generation ago was dissatisfied 
with its highly successful industrial life 
and revolted against it, American youth 
is not in quest of that simplicity of life 
and romanticism of nature which Ger- 
man youth longed for. In the case of 
German youth the world war brought 
about some of that simplicity for which 
it yearned except that all were poor and 
life was torn asunder. That its quest 
for release from industrialism crystallized 
after the war into a political ideal caused 
a serious national problem which it is 
still defending, because it never fully 
realized its ambition nor achieved the 
desired goal. That is why its former 
ideal of simplicity and romanticism 
turned political and militaristic. 

Also unlike Russian youth who was 
torn asunder by the political and eco- 
nomic revolution, causing not only con- 
fusion but starvation and death, Ameri- 
can youth can hardly appreciate what 
such national calamity means to the 
morale of its members. No matter to 


what nation we may turn our attention, 
whenever economic and political condi- 
tions threaten the freedom and spirit of 
youth, it becomes conscious of its own 
right. 
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But to suppose that American youth is 
not in a spirit of revolt, or that it bears 
no grudge against its elders, employers, 
penefactors, institutions and orders, is to 
be gravely in error. Its restlessness is 
not one in quest of colonial conquest like 
that of our forefathers of a frontier era, 
nor is it animated by a pioneering spirit 
for territorial expansion. It has reached 
a stage of frustration and it knows not 
whither to turn. It is ready to follow 
the leader who can champion its cause 
and in whom it can see all ideals and 
hopes crystallized. Whoever will be that 
savior is not yet known but the moment 
of decision will be important. 

That youth has a certain justification 
for being in a spirit of revolt needs little 
proof. This is a hard-boiled generation, 
boys and girls know it. Youth has lost 
respect for its elders and their laws. In 
the eyes of the law any case can be fixed 
if you know the right people. Public 
officials are no longer servants of the 
people but stealers of public funds. 
Youth knows that and it too has become 
lawless. 












Employers have shown so little knowl- | 
edge of the real state of modern youth | 
and has become brutally inhuman toward | 


the job-seekers. One must be experi- 


enced, one must be well trained, one | 
must possess all the qualities and vigor | 


of aggressive ambition if one expects to 
receive any favorable hearing. Employ- 
ers measure success too much by the 
yardstick of the dollar rather than the 
moral values inherent in employment it- 
self. Because of the labor supply avail- 
able employers concern themselves only 
with the upper ten per cent, and to 
quote a recent employer—‘‘we get some 
eae good workers these days for fif- 


teen dollars a week that we couldn’t get | 


ten years ago.” 


ready holding a job know well enough | 


that there is little chance for advance- 
ment under existing conditions. In fact, 
they are not even sure of the job they 


The fortunate ones al- | 


now have, no matter how good or poor | 


it may be. Those still in the waiting 
line—well trained, educated, anxious and 
willing to work, do not know when their 
chance comes, if at all. Then, too, it is 
common knowledge that good jobs are 
not all held by those who are best quali- 
fied for them. The question is not so 
much “what” do you know but “whom” 
do you know. These days one must have 


a “pull.” If you are not born of influen- | 


tial parents, or rich, or probably know 
the right people, you may not get the 
position for which you are qualified. 
Youth not only knows the insincerity 
of its elders at whose feet it is receiving 


so little justice, but it is also skeptical | 
of those systems and institutions which | 


their elders represent. No deliberate 
efforts emanate from any of the big in- 
stitutions in behalf of solving the prob- 





SOCIAL 
SECURITY. 
for PASTORS 


The Federal Social Security Act made no 

provision for pastors. 
Tue Ministers Life and Casualty Union offers 
a policy which matures as an Endowment at an 
appropriate retirement age, at a cost substan- 
tially below the average Ordinary Life rates of 
agency companies, up to age 25; also below the 
average agency rates for 20-Pay Life uptoage 45. 
Thus, at no extra cost, these policies provide 
full protection plus their full face value as a 


contribution to your Social Security Fund. 


Equally attractive contracts are available in the 


higher ages. 


This is a real «life saver” for pastors. Let us 
tell you about it—the solution for a: 
your particular problem. For ~ , ia ; 
full particulars, drop us a : 
card or mail the cou- 
pon. No obligation CP oo’ 


and no agent 


& or 
s re 
@ ox 
o 4 a“ v 
will follow v . Fae 
ve) ’ eo. 
es 
A - \ 

up . , y - we cy” x ,* 

Sa rs es 

=~ | ne) 0 
\ w i) ~~ 
> Ys > SP , 
\ ed > : . 3 
&> e e © “~~ . No 

< ““ Aw P ss 
: a” UNS . s 

Q Va 7 Ss 
og . wo 

RS , oe AY a RS Cy 

> ‘ vo s io — > % 

a av Ww ¢@ . Pg ~ AS o \ x 
ce se rey ow fF get 4 
& "yes + oo w 











378 


lems of youth. Instead of liberating 
forces which would grant greater oppor- 
tunity to youth, especially as regards jobs 
and vocational careers, these time worn 
systems serve as bulwarks for further 
enslavement of those whose future is so 
imperiled. Institutions are not working 
toward freeing and lifting the bulk of 
the masses from poverty, want and desti- 
tution. So few share the vision of a 
completely enlightened and free popula- 
tion. Youth knows that it must play the 
game so it complacently accepts many 
of its orders. Many still go to church as 
a social obligation and in the hope of 
meeting the right people. In most cases 
however youth does not pretend to be 
sincere about going to church; it has no 
particular interest in any type of ortho- 
doxy but would like to see the church 
represent the cause of modern youth. 
There is so little social outlook and social 
conscience in the ranks of those who are 
sheltered by strong institutions that 
youth has become very skeptical about 
looking toward them for any vital lead- 
ership. Youth is tired of being admon- 
ished to respect its benefactors who are 
such rugged individualists. Youth knows 
that those days are gone and it does not 
wish to have its rugged individualism 
matched against huge corporations, large 
and powerful systems in a futile effort 
to save its soul. Rather, youth is speak- 
ing a different language; it prefers re- 
construction of those orders which no 
longer serve for the social betterment of 
all the people. To that end it will give 
its loyal support. 
III. 

The cause of depression-youth has not 
remained entirely unnoticed, for the 
Federal Government has initiated two 
note-worthy programs, namely, the C.C.C. 
and the N.Y.A. More than a million 
young boys have received helpful train- 
ing since the C.C.C. was established in 
1933. The contribution made to this 
country through this work in the de- 
velopment of parks and country sites, 
the planting of trees, the reduction of 
forest fires and the general improvement 
of scenic beauty is inestimable. These 
thousands of young men would be deprived 
of this valuable experience in seeing the 
country and becoming a vital part of 
it, were they left to their own impulses 
and temptations as jobless boys. They 
will become worthier citizens because of 
their physical training and discipline 
which is part of their camp life. 

The NYA is rendering a most needed 
service to unemployed youth in the pro- 
motion of education, social and recrea- 
tional activities which are so basic to 
the building of character. The depres- 
sion has deprived thousands of boys and 
girls from completing their education 
and preparation for a vocational career. 
Those who barely finished their ele- 
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Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 








UR vacation exchange for 1937 
O opens with most attractive offer- 
ings. Here is a chance to go east, 

try the fishing in Nova Scotia, spend a 
month near Lake Erie. These are but 
samples of the opportunities which will 
be offered during the next few months. 
No charge is made for insertions in 
this department. There is one condition. 
Give mailing address so that all com- 
munications will go to you direct. If a 
box number is to be used the exchange 
belongs in the classified department at 
the regular rate of five cents per word. 


Lawrenceville, Illinois. Disciples 550 
members. One Sunday service. Seven- 
room house. Honorarium and time of 
vacation can be arranged in a way mu- 
tually satisfactory. Will exchange with 
anyone accessible to shore or mountains. 
We are 240 miles from Chicago, 140 miles 
from St. Louis. Address, Carl H. Wil- 
helm, 1403 State St., Lawrenceville, I- 
linois. 


Big Run, Pennsylvania. Methodist. 
Delightful well-kept village in mountains 
of west-central Pennsylvania, fifteen 
miles from Susquehanna Park at Mahaf- 
fey. Near big woods, and near town 
shopping centers. Desires to exchange 
church and parsonage with minister of 
same or congenial denomination in or 
near Winona Lake, Indiana, Old Orchard 
Beach, Maine, Ocean Grove, New Jersey, 
Wilmore, Kentucky, Mountain Lake Park, 
Maryland, or other location offering 
similar environment. No honorium. Rev. 
Milton Thomas, Box One, Big Run, Penn- 
sylvania. 


mentary education and those who 
dropped out of high school at the be- 
ginning of the depression are now grown 
up young men and women. They are 
now facing a blank wall because of their 
inadequate training. When they should 
have remained in school they were forced 
to quit, for the majority had no clothes, 
no carfare, no allowance for supplies 
and incidental needs of school life. Since 
families on relief were living on a sub- 
standard and could not afford even the 
bare necessitites of life, their children 
were deprived of their right to an edu- 
cation. The NYA is the only tangible 
evidence at the present time of any con- 
structive effort that is being launched in 
behalf of the depression-youth. Many 
are being helped to complete their 
schooling, others are benefiting from the 
vocational counseling that is being given 
through its counseling division and still 
others are being encouraged that there 
is still a chance for the realization of 
their ambitions. That this movement 
came so late and is still so inadequate 


Suburb of Buffalo. Methodist minister. 
Church of 500 members desires exchange 
pulpit and parsonage for month of July. 
Sunday morning service only. Canada, 
or Atlantic seaboard, vicinity of Boston 
preferred. Easy distance from Niagara 
Falls, and Lakes Erie and Ontario. P. F. 
A., 5 Church Street, Akron, New York. 


Deadham, Massachusetts. Congrega- 
tional Church. 600 members. Close to 
Boston. Ten miles from Harvard. Would 
like to go West for two months. Denver 
or beyond. J. Frank Robinson, 31 Chest- 
nut Street, Dedham, Massachusetts. 


Crawfordsville, Indiana. Methodist. 600 
members. Would like to exchange with. 
or supply for, minister any denomination, 
in Ontario, Michigan, Wisconsin, or Min- 
nesota during July or August. No re- 
muneration expected except use of house. 
If house not available, would supply for 
honorarium. James P. Alford, Craw- 
fordsville, Indiana. 


Nova Scotia. Lovely South shore sec- 
tion, Ocean beaches, rural beauty, large 
church, United Congregation. Easy reach 
of many summer resort areas. Tuna and 
other fishing. Beside ocean and also 
beautiful La Havre river. Parsonage, al! 
conveniences. Available for August in 
exchange for Sunday services. Not nec- 
essarily exchange. A. W. Guild, Rose 
Bay, Nova Scotia. 


Will supply Church, July or August, 
for use of parsonage. No exchange. Pre- 
fer vicinity of sea or vacation country. 
Or will supply for moderate honorarium. 
Rev. F. H. Sterne, 1404 Monroe St., En- 
dicott, New York. 


in reconstructing broken-down youth, is 
to be regretted. It is, however, com- 
mendable since no institution has ven- 
tured to even understand the problem. 
While a large per cent of the twenty- 
two million youths is now in school or 
in CCC, others are still vagrants and 
millions are just at home without any 
definite training and without jobs. 
* The great need is still—a job. Those 
who are adequately trained but kept out 
of employment are discouraged enough. 
Many have jobs but not the kind they 
want. If recovery comes many will un- 
doubtedly find worthy positions as new 
doors will open. That, however, is still 
in the future. What will happen to 
those who had to take the greatest 
brunt of the depression and are now in- 
adequately trained, who cannot regain 
lost years, no one can tell, their fate is 
in the lap of the gods. 
Youth has many queries about its 
future. Shall it always be left to the 


mercy of its employers, institutions and 
self-centered enterprise? 


Shall its suc- 
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cess and future security be a matter of 
accident or shall it look for an inte- 
grated socio-political order planned for 
the welfare of all and in which every 
member has a contributive share? Youth 
is fundamentally realistic and it de- 
serves an answer to some of those vital 
issues of life. 


A NEW BIBLE TRAINING SCHOOL 


At Pittsburgh, Pa., the Keystone School 
of the Bible, located at 535 Penn Avenue, 
was incorporated in May 1936, with a 
Pennsylvania Charter. The School is in- 
terdenominational in character. It has 


a Directorate of 9 ministers and 13 lay- | 
men, with 8 men on the faculty. The | 


President is Rev. A. Gordon MacLennan, 
D.D., pastor of the Shadyside United 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The Dean is Wm. S. Hawks from the 
Davis Memorial Bible School of Bing- 
hamton, New York. At present the 
school sessions are held only on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 
10:00 o’clock. The next term will com- 
mence on March 30, 1937 with a cur- 
riculum of 11 studies. Bulletins No. 1, 
and 2, and a catalogue give full informa- 
tion about the school and copies of these 
may be had upon request. The school 
is supported entirely by voluntary con- 
tributions. It is one of the 66 co-opera- 
ting institutions throughout the country 
which includes the Standard Training 
Course of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association in its curriculum. 


“EXPECT GREAT THINGS 
FROM GOD” 


When I was a lad in high school, there 
was a young peoples’ conference held in 
our local church. The program was an 
elaborate one and included some of the 
ablest speakers one could wish to hear. 
The fellowship was most delightful. As 
I look back upon that conference over 
a score of years, however, I do not re- 
member a single thing any .of those 
noted preachers said. I do recall some- 
thing of the fun and social life con- 
nected with it. What does stand out. 
however, in my memory like letters of 
light against the night, are these words 
which were printed on a large canvas 








and spread across the front of the | 


church: “Expect great things from God.” 
What do you expect? Expect much, 


for the self you get will be the self you 
expect. 

Albert George Butzer in You and 
Yourself; Harper & Brothers. 





SHOW ME THE WAY 


I do not know 

The way to go; 
I humbly pray 

Show me the way. 
My human will 
Is wayward still 
Be Thou my shield, 
Help me to yield. 
Alone, I grope, 
With waning hope; 
The light to see 
Must come from Thee. 
I do not know 
The way to go; 
I humbly pray 
Show me the way. 


—Grenville Kleiser 













- The lafest in scientific lighting. 


equipment designed by artists. . 
and engineers fully conver- 
sant with the requirements of — 
@ modern Church. Note the — 
graceful lanterns forthe Nave 
and the specially designed 
star-shield lighting units for 
the Choir and Chancel. Con- 
sult a Rambusch expert on 
all problems in Church Dec- 

oration, Lighting, Furnishings ; 
or Stained Glass Windows. 
Advice and estimates freely 
given without any obligation. 
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A Church Building Consultant 


. . >) 
Who is a consultant: He is one who is consulted in the inter- 


ests of the best possible solution of a technical problem. 


. . J 

Who is a church building consultant? |. 5. one ho 
is consulted in the interests of the best solution of a church building problem. 

Dr. Tralle is known far and wide as a church building consultant, with 
a varied and successful experience in serving hundreds of churches in seventeen 
denominations as technical adviser and friendly counsellor. His service to 
local churches has not needed the official assistance of any denominational or 
interdenominational board. His unique work does not discount or displace that 
of denominational or interdenominational agencies but rather supplements it 
and brings to churches added benefits. 
a He has originated and developed a consultative technique that has not been 
duplicated, and which enables him to help churches to build more attractive, 
more durable, and more usable buildings than is possible without his assist- 
ance. His is not an added expense. Many times he has enabled churches to 
save costs. Even where that is not possible his work is an investment which 
adds to the assets of the church. His work has been commended by outstand- 
ing church leaders throughout America. 
¢. Dr. Tralle does not profess to be a technician in every branch of knowl- 
edge that affects church building but, at the same time, he is able to make 
available to any church, large or small, all the technical wisdom that is ap- 
plicable to the particular problem in hand and to afford guidance and inspira- 
tion in selection and application. 
¢. During the last year Dr. Tralle has helped fifty churches professionally 
with his full consultative service, involving five to fifteen visits to each. These 
churches are in twenty-four states and Canada. He will try to find time to 
help you if you will write him regarding your problem, whether large or 
small, whether in new construction or remodeling, whether with church audi- 
torium or educational building, whether with decoration, furnishings or 
acoustics. Address More Convenient Office 
Dr. Henry E. TRALLE 
Church Management 
3741 8ist Street, Jackson Heights, 
New York City. 


Dr. Henry E. TRALLE 
Church Management 
Auditorium Building 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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BOOK BROADCASTING 
What the Writers have to Offer 














The Changing World 


The Far Eastern Crisis, by Henry L. 
Stimson. Published for the Council on 
Foreign Relations by Harper & Brothers. 
293 pages. $3.50. 

One of the most perplexing problems 
to which an answer must be given at 
some time is that of the Far-Eastern 
crisis. How can a catastrophe be averted 
in the Far East? What place will the 
League of Nations take? What will be 
the position of the United States in the 
matter? These questions and many more 
are being asked and will be asked con- 
cerning one of the parts of our world 
where the war spirit seems to move and 
act rapidly. The leaders of our churches 
will be called upon again to voice their 
opinion. Adequate answers cannot be 
given unless we know something of the 
history of the crisis. 


Henry L. Stimson who was Secretary 
of State from 1929 to 1933 has given us 
his story of the crisis of those years. 
During this period, while the newspapers 
fairly screamed with ominous headlines, 
the State department in Washington was 
as always the nerve center of tense 
watchfulness. The political problems of 
Japan and China are the most confused 
of any in the world yet Mr. Stimson gives 
a very lucid exposition of their origins 
and the real interests involved. There is 
a graphic recital of the events which 
marked Japan’s conquest of Manchuria, 
the attack on Shanghai, and the setting 
up of the puppet state of Manchukuo. 
What happened to the territorial integ- 
rity of China and the whole structure of 
treaties which the Great Powers had 
signed to keep peace in the Far East? 
Mr. Stimson’s story of these events make 
the reader wonder concerning what will 
take place in the future. One of the 
great problems of Japan is that of the 
relationship of her army to the organs 
of government. Does Japan want war or 
is it caused by a war party? These and 
many other questions must be intelli- 
gently answered with the best informa- 
tion we have if we desire to take the 
right attitude toward these Far-Eastern 
nations. 


It is now that ministers and religious 
workers should inform themselves of the 
problems which are in the Far East. This 
book written in a very clear and personal 
manner, illustrated with many pictures, 
and based upon the most reliable in- 
formation available will be a welcomed 
study to one of the greatest political 
problems in history. 





W. L. L. 


Moslem Women Enter a New World, 
by Ruth Frances Woodsmall. Round 
Table Press, Inc. 432 pages. $3.00. 

The author of this volume is general 
secretary of the World’s Young Woman’s 
Christian Association and the author of 
many articles on women in the Orient. 
During the nine years after the World 
War, Miss Woodsmall concentrated all 
her efforts toward lifting the veil in order 
to catch a genuine glimpse of what was 


so certainly happening in the life of 
Moslem women. Later through a travel- 
ing fellowship of the Rockefeller founda- 
tion, together with her valuable contacts 
with the American University of Beirut, 
Miss Woodsmall has gathered material 
for this accurate and interesting study of 
Moslem women. 


This book is not simply one more so- 
called study of the Near East. Its sound- 
ness of approach and method is attested 
by the fact that it is one of the social 
science publications of the American 
University of Beirut. In Moslem Women 
Enter a New World we read the story 
of that social change which is taking 
place every day in the Near East. The 
author has centered her attention on 
the changing status of women although 
mindful that social changes of every type 
are going on at the present time. The 
twenty-seven chapters are divided into 
six parts. She considers in the first part 
the frontiers of social change, many of 
which have a relationship to family life. 
There follows in the second part an ex- 
cellent discussion of education as the key 
to progress in these countries. A very 
clear picture is drawn of the manner in 
which the girls of India, Iran, Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria and Turkey are educated. 
The new economic role of the Moslem 
women is described in the next three 
chapters. Here we find the problems of 
women in industry and professional life 
pressing upon the nations of the Near 
East. The manner in which these na- 
tions are following new standards of 
health is vividly described in the next 
half dozen chapters. Following a dis- 
cussion on the widening sphere of Mos- 
lem women’s interests the author con- 
cludes her study with a discussion of the 
pressure of change on Islam today. The 
chapter on “East and West” is a fair and 
clear comparison of women as seen in 
the Near East and the Western nations. 
An interesting appendix at the close of 
the book contains a summary of the 
teachings of Koran about women. 


This book written as it is by a woman 
deeply interested in the change of the 
status of women of Near East and with 
first hand material would be an excel- 
lent volume for a mission study group 
in a church. 

W. L. L. 


Jesus Christ 





The Meaning of Christ to Me, by 
Robert E. Speer. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 192 pages. $1.50. 

This book contains lectures delivered 
by the author at Davidson College and 
at Student Conferences at Northfield. 
The author’s purpose “is to exalt and 
glorify Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son 
of Man, our only Saviour, Redeemer, and 
Lord, and to invite others to follow and 
seek him.” Dr. Speer here gives us an 
excellent presentation of the Christology 
of Conservative Evangelicalism. To the 
reviewer, the chapter entitled “What the 
Lordship of Christ Means To Me” is by 


far the best, and is worth the cost of the 
volume. There are six chapters in all, 
the remaining chapters dealing with such 
themes as the “Earthly Life,” “the Per- 
son,” “the Death,” “the Resurrection,” 
and the “Second Coming of Christ.” The 
author believes firmly in the deity of 
Christ, which he regards as no mere 
doctrine, but as a “living theory of being” 
which can be verified in experience. 
“Nothing is clearer than the fact that 
Christ died for us,” the author affirms, 
and the death of Christ is interpreted as 
the great event which brings God fully 
into human experience, revealing both 
the “limitlessness and the limitedness of 
God.” The Resurrection of Christ is 
cited as the supreme example and proof 
of the possibility of achieving victory 
through defeat. Dr. Speer is a firm be- 
liever in the supernatural second coming 
of Christ, and he feels that this doctrine 
is an “integral and necessary part of our 
Christian faith.” He regards this hope 
as possessing very practical consequences 
for Christian living and as the “base and 
crown of the missionary undertaking.” 


This volume is rich in Biblical refer- 
ences and quotations, with some very 
helpful sermonic suggestions here and 
there. The author’s approach to the 
New Testament writings is generally con- 
servative and non-critical. Use is also 
made of material from writers such as 
Horace Bushnell and E. Y. Mullins. On 
the whole, this is a very readable presen- 
tation of the significance of Jesus to a 
revered and beloved leader of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 

J. C. P. 


The Life of Christ, by Adam Fahling. 
Concordia Publishing House. 742 pages. 

Two paragraphs in the preface of the 
book give the key to the contents, in 
fact do much of the reviewing. These 
paragraphs state: “This book is written 
from the standpoint of a believer. The 
existence of miracles, the verbal inspira- 
tion and the interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures according to the intended 
sense of the holy writers, are taken for 
granted, for which no apologies are 
offered. This is not done in ignorance 
of the many charges of inaccuracy 
raised against the statements of Holy 
Writ, but rather with the knowledge 
that the charges cannot be successfully 
maintained.” 


“The author is indebted to the best 
Biblical scholarship of ancient and mod- 
ern times. While the general structure 
and scope of the work is his own, he 
was guided by the books listed in the 
bibliography and among these is es- 
pecially indebted to Farrar, Edersheim, 
Andrews, Schurer, Bruce, Dods, Meyer, 
and others, not only for the subject- 
matter, but also for literary expression.” 

Within the limits of the first para- 
graph the author has sought to pro- 
vide a work for use especially by “the 
Christian pastor, teacher, and student 
who seeks, but cannot always quickly 
find, detailed, authentic, satisfactory, 
scriptural, and collateral information on 
the life of Christ.” Within the limits set 
this has been most admirably done. One 
will search long to discover a book more 
comprehensive and more scholarly, with- 
in the limits set. However, en passant, 


one is led to wonder how the writer 
could expect to do justice to his subject 
in a study which, if one is to be guided 
by the bibliography, takes no account 
of the books on Jesus published since 
1926, except for the inclusion of Basil 
Mathews’ (not Basil Matthew): A Life 
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of Jesus. One seeks in vain for evi- 
dence of Booth, Bosworth, Branscomb, 
Bundy, and Curry, or even for such 
earlier writers as Burton and Matthews, 
Fairbairn, Garvie, Kent, Peake, Rhees, 
and Wendt. 


The dust jacket records that a tre- | 
mendous amount of independent effort | 


and painstaking research was expended 
by the author prior to actual writing. 
This fact is attested to by the book 
itself. If only the self-imposed limita- 
tion of the field of the book had not 
been made! How much more reward- 
ing that effort would have been! There 
is no doubt but that the author has 
“put his best efforts into this work” and 
one wonders how a busy pastor —the 
author is pastor of the Martini Church, 
Detroit, Michigan—could escape com- 


mittee meetings long enough for such | 


a piece of exacting labor. 
T.-C: GC. 


Devotional 





We Pray Thee, Lord, Studies in Posi- | 
tive and Creative Prayer, by Roy Wallace | 
Thomas. Cokesbury Press. 170 pages. | 


$1.25. 

Here is a very helpful, rational ap- 
proach to the problems of prayer. As the 
author points out in the preface, this is 
a volume for the novice rather than for 
the expert, and Mr. Thomas has given 
us a very readable volume. The ap- 
proach is critical, yet reverent. 


The idea of prayer presented in the 


book is stated as follows: “to ‘ask’ of | 
God is not to call him to our side, but | 
to ally ourselves fully with him.” There | 


are numerous suggestions as to what 
prayer means and what it can do. It is 
defined as “what you do with your heart 
and will,” “a technique of guidance, a 


method of creative problem-solving,” “an | 


exchange of soul qualities with the In- 


finite, a reciprocity between spirit and | 


spirit.” “Prayer,” we are told, “is not 
something done to God,” but “something 
done to ourselves making possible the 
overflow from God.” Mr. Thomas frank- 
ly discusses the problems connected with 
intercessory prayer, auto-prayer and 
auto-suggestion, and various kind of 
prayer techniques. He gives prayer a 
solid grounding in biological and psy- 
chological processes. The chapters en- 
titled “Ephphatha,” “Vital Problem 
Solving,” “Prayer Practices,” and “How 


to Pray” are especially helpful. One | 


wishes the author might have devoted 
more space to the subject of his last 
chapter, “Prayer as a Way to a New 
Society.” 

While adherents to the more tradi- 
tional beliefs and interpretations regard- 


ing the meaning of prayer may criticize | 
this volume, any minister will find re- | 
warding material in this book for his | 


personal religious life and for sermons. 
The author is minister of the Congre- 


gational Church in New Castle, Colorado, 


and is a contributor to Zion’s Herald. 
J. C. P. 


He Is Able, by W. E. Sangster. Cokes- | 


bury Press. 199 pages. $1.50. 

The author is an English Methodist 
preacher, recently of Scarborough and 
now the successor to Dr. Leslie Weather- 


head at Leeds. He is known already by | 


his book God Does Guide Us. In this 


volume he offers seventeen sermons, all | 


of them dealing with the spiritual prob- 
lems of the individual. Typical titles, 
taken from familiar hymns, are “When 


381 





BOOKS from COKESBURY 


HE IS ABLE -:- 





WHAT IS THE FAITH? 
By Nathaniel Micklem 


What is the Christian Faith? How are we to dis- 
tinguish between its permanent substance and its 
changing form; between the Gospel which is for all 
ages, and theology which varies with time and place? 
Dr. Micklem’s study is a sound book by a master 
helmsman acquainted with all the depths and shoals 
of our historic creedal and theological terminology 





By W. E. Sangster 


Everyone who reads this book will be refreshed in 
spirit and faith, The pages are marked by vital 
Christian experience and literally furnish a practical 
guide to Christian living. Affirmatively and win- 
somely the author answers the oft-put questions: Is 
He able to deal with every phase of need? the difficul- 
ties of the body, the mind, the soul? 
for spiritual refreshment and renewed courage? $1.50 


May ALL come 
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and their content. 


2.00 


== THE EASTER RADIANCE 
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Easter. 


SOME PROBLEMS 
OF LIFE 


By Rufus M. Jones 


This book is a unique contribution to 
Christian literature concerning the 
worth of the soul and its mysterious 
power to understand and overcome 
the complex problems of life. Inter- 
estingly, persuasively, and freshly, 
Dr. Jones shows how lives, when 
geared into the spiritual orbit of God 
and patterning themselves according 
to the precepts and teaching of Jesus, 
may count heavily toward the achieve- 
ment of present and ultimate good. 


$2.90 
KILL OR CURE? 
By Muriel Lester 


A strong peace tract for the times by 
“the Jane Addams” of England and 
20th century apostle of the interna- 
tional Christian peace movement. 
Miss Lester presents the utter futility 
of war, and demonstrates how con- 
fidence, consideration, and Christian 
charity are the ways to Peace and in- 
ternational cooperation. After re- 
counting the horrors of war and the 
miseries of its aftermath, she analyzes 
the post-war peace programs in many 
lands and points the way for a united 
peace movement. $1.00 


By Carl A. Glover 


Through relevant Scripture, historical perspective, 
choice hymnology, accepted tradition, and other re- 
lated material, the author gives us the complete story 
of Easter as it has been preserved through the cen- 
oat turies. He has chosen carefully his materials, and 
gai” gives a veritable cyclopedia of immediately useful, 

ib enlightening facts, data, customs, and lore concerning 


$1.00 


CHRISTIANITY AND 
THE INDIVIDUAL 
In a World of Crowds 

By Halford E. Luccock 


This vital Christian interpretation of 
the place of the individual in today’s 
society and life may well be the key- 
note of 1937 preaching. In these 
days of intense social unrest and 
growing agnosticism, Dr. Luccock 
suggests ways of reaching men where 
they are, both geographically and 
spiritually. Particularly beneficial to 
preachers and Christian leaders are 
the chapters Today’s Tensions in Per- 
sonal Life, Salvation—Quest and Find- 
ing, and Preaching to Personal Needs. 

$1.50 


WE PRAY THEE, LORD 
By Roy Wallace Thomas 


This book interestingly, instructively, 
and helpfully supplies the answers to 
the following questions and to many 
others just as vital and important: 
How arrive at the understanding of 
what prayer is; and what it is not? 
Of what prayer can do; as well as 
what it cannot do? How lift one’s 
needy soul to our waiting God for 
the touch of His renewing power? 
How attain in one’s prayer life the 
effective prayer practice of Jesus? 
$1.25 


At All Good Bookstores 


Cokesbury Press. -:- 


Nashville 


Send for Descriptive Spring Catalog of Cokesbury Good Books 











THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 


W. R. Matthews, Editor 


A plain and reasoned statement of 
what Christians can and do believe, 
carefully prepared by twelve of 
England’s greatest Christian writ- 
ers. Here in one large volume is 
the essence of the best thought of 

eat churchmen whose writings are 

nown throughout the Christian 
world. Matthews on The Christian 
Belief in God, Whale on Sin, Duncan 
on The Gospels, Barry on The Chris- 
tian Way of Life, Micklem on The 
Primitive Church, and other chap- 
ters by Cave, Mozley, Rawlinson, 
Robinson, Bevan, Underhill, and 
Dearmer are included in this ex- 
traordinary book value. “Should be 
in the hands of every Christian 
worker.” —British Weekly. $3.00 


WORSHIP 
By Evelyn Underhill 


“The crowning achievement of an 
extraordinarily able mind. No one 
can afford to neglect this book.” — 
Burton Scott Easton. One of the 
most important religious books of 
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I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “When 
Sorrows Like Sea Billows Roll,” “When 
Evil Thoughts Molest.” The book is de- 
votional in tone throughout and in- 
dicates a rare gift of insight. It provides 
many illustrations from the author’s 
reading of biography and from his pas- 
toral experience. Its emphasis is evan- 
gelical and its scope centers on the in- 
dividual rather than on the society of 
which he is a part. Ministers will find 
suggestive treatment on the constant 
needs of the human heart. 
r. a 


Great Choices of the Last Week, by 
B. H. Bruner. 160 pages. $1.25. 

The author, a Disciples of Christ min- 
ister, has already given us one volume 
dealing with the last week of our Lord’s 
earthly life. He now presents us with 
some new studies on that same period. 


| He deals with nine choices, as exempli- 


fied by such figures as Judas, Pilate, 
Herod and others. At the end of each 
study is a prayer occupying a full page. 
The prologue is entitled “The Valley of 
Decision,” and the epilogue “After the 
Resurrection.” The expository method is 
pursued and gives proof of the author’s 
thoroughness of treatment. The book is 
commended to ministers who conduct 
services during Holy Week. 
F. F. 





the decade, a definitive work in a 


great field. $3.00 


__'¥ Easter Gems ¥__ 
FROM THE CROSS: 
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS 
By Gaius Glenn Atkins 


ROSES OF BETHANY 
AND LILIES of ARIMATHEA 


By Edgar DeWitt Jones 
Beautifully bound. Each $.50 














HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 E. 33rd St., New York 


rvs LENTEN SEASON 


THREE STUDIES - Complete Set, $1.50 
WINNIFRED WYGAL— 











The Nature of Religion $ .60 
Jesus- - - - - - - - .40 
The Good Life—A Discipline 65 | 


Three outlines for study onthe Christian religion 
and its place in the life of today. 


SEVEN PSALMS_~ - - 
ADELAIDE TEAGUE CASE 


The Psalms for today —suggestions for Bible 
study, meditation and worship. 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


NEW and Different 
— 


@ “Devotional Hymns” vitalizes 
the music of your church and 

ool. A convenient all-purpose 
book of 288 pages. Excellent for 
evangelical effort; fits right into 
the church program afterwards. 
Contains hymns for children 
and young people and the 


$.50 


















and others. Harper & Brothers. 


The Redeemer, by James DeWolf Perry 
170 
pages. $1.00. 

Bishop Perry, the presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church has pre- 
pared this book for use as a devotional 
manual during Lent. There is a reading 
with a prayer at the conclusion for each 
day of the Lenten season. Also for Good 
Friday there is a series of meditations on 
the seven words from the cross. 


This volume was edited by Canon 
Bernard Iddings Bell. The writers, each 
one being responsible for a week’s medi- 
tations, are: Bishop Perry, the Rev. Karl 
Morgan Block, Bishop Oldham, the Rev. 
Arthur Kinsolving, Bishop Spencer, Bish- 
op Quin and the Rev. Shirley Hughson. 
The theme of redemption is followed 
throughout with meditations on redemp- 


| tion of the body and the soul and sec- 


tions on Christ the Redeemer through 
compassion, through the risen life, and 


| through the cross. 


There is some variation in the quality 


| of the meditations, some of them being 
| unusually good. 


Some of the original 
and selected prayers are excellent. In 
addition to its use as a devotional man- 
ual the pastor will find here suggestive 
themes for Lenten preaching. 

i. 90. oe. 


Revival In Romance and Realism, by 
Mrs. Henry M. Woods. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. 228 pages. $1.50. 

The author is the founder of the 
World-Wide Revival Prayer Movement 
which grew out of her experience in the 
Shanghai revival in 1924 and this book 








treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth, gold 
title, $46 per 100 not prepaid. Bristol 
binding, $25. 00. 

NOTE: If larger book is wanted write for ‘‘The Service 
Hymnal" — a complete service book. $60 per 100 not 
prepaid. 

Write your Name and oddress on margin, clip and mail 
for returnable sample. Give Church and Denom. 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5709-D West Lake Street Chicago, Ill. 


is largely a recital of her missionary and 
| revivalistic experiences. Mrs. Woods is 
| a benevolent Christian lady who has 
| given generously of her means in cir- 
| culating books that deal with revival and 
| the Holy Spirit throughout the world. 


Many will welcome this volume for its 
| many illustrations of the power of prayer 


and guidance. However some of the ex- 
amples will not appeal to those readers 
who are more critical in their approach. 
Here is an example:—Mrs. Woods was 
riding in a rickshaw and wondering if 
she should stop to see a certain man. 
She closed her eyes for prayer and guid- 
ance and when she opened them she had 
passed the man’s office. Therefore she 
concluded that it was the will of God 
that she should not see him at that time. 
Nevertheless there is spiritual power, of 
a type, that glows through this book. 


One wishes that the author had not 
felt it necessary to bring in the moribund 
Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy. 
Even the Federal Council of Churches is 
looked upon with grave suspicion because 
of the connections of the unorthodox 
with it. 

C. W. B. 


Philosophy and Doctrine 





First Chapters in Religious Philosophy, 
by Vergilius Ferm. Round Table Press, 
Inc. 319 pages. $3.00. 


Those familiar with the work of Dr. 
Ferm through his editorship of the two 
series on Contemporary American The- 
ology will welcome this book in which 
the editor turns author. The statement 
of the jacket that “this is a careful and 
thoughtful book, written to be read by 
thoughtful people” can be taken at face 
value. The professor of philosophy at 
the College of Wooster has produced just 
such a book. 


The work is divided into two parts un- 
even as to pagination but both of vital 
importance. The first fifty pages are 
frankly devoted to preparing the reader 
“for the thesis that the religious mind 
is found in most unsuspected places and 
is given to the widest types of expres- 
sion.” Thus is the nature of religion 
considered. 


The last two hundred pages of the 
book give the author an opportunity to 
dissect and discuss the basic themes of 
religious philosophy. Such themes are 
the arguments for God (contemporary 
and traditional), theories of value, evil, 
pessimism, the soul, human freedom, 
prayer, and immortality, all of which are 
carefully considered. 


The book is in no sense a statement of 
scientific belief. It gives: “first, a survey 
of the great variety of religious experi- 
ences and expressions with an interpre- 
tation of their nature; and, secondly, an 
exposition and classification of some of 
the major themes which are found in 
philosophical literature, leaving the mat- 
ter of judgment and opinion to the read- 
er.” 


On two points of mechanics Dr. Ferm 
is to be congratulated. The appendix 
consists of a selected list of readings giv- 
ing additional reference material on each 
chapter of the book. The book is also 
provided with a most extensive index. 
How this warms the heart of one who 
has spent many weary hours in hard 
labor which might have been saved were 
all authors careful to index their mate- 
rial. 


We are in an age in which philosophy 
is becoming most important in religion. 
To Dr. Ferm must be given credit for a 
distinctly worthwhile contribution to that 
movement. 

1. Ge. 
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THE IDEAL GIFT AT ALL TIMES 








nent preachers and 


GOD’S MINUTE... 


Here is a marvelous collection of 365 Daily Prayers, 
each 60 seconds long, written by 365 of the most emi- 


laymen in the world. Cloth, 60 every day 
cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. . 
GOD’S MESSAGE... 4 ais, 
365 prominent clergymen have chosen their favorite minderof 
Scripture passage, and, with this as a text, have written ye on 


a Message that quickens faith, brings comfort. Cloth, 
60 cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


Sees THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Phila. 





A Spiritual 
thought for 




















A Study of Christian Doctrines, by T. 
B. Stafford. Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Kansas City. 645 pages. $3.00. 

This book offers a theology that is 
Biblical in argument, aggressive in out- 
look, scientific in treatment, simple and 
direct in statement, comprehensive in 
scope, modern in scholarship, frank and 
clear on living issues, in some respects 
new and original. E. R.. 


Preachers and Preaching 





The Life of Edwards Amasa Park, by 
Frank Hugh Foster. With a foreword by 
Walter Marshall Horton. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. 275 pages. $2.75. 

Professor Walter M. Horton, in his 
foreword to this biography, has written 
one of the most beautiful tributes to a 
great but somewhat unknown writer on 
the history of theology. This volume 
which was completed shortly before the 
author’s death was sponsored by the 
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology. 
For it represents Dr. Foster’s last con- 
tribution to religious scholarship. While 
a teacher at Olivet College Dr. Foster 
wrote what is still considered the best 
history of early American theological 
thinking—his Genetic History of the New 
England Theology. The reviewer-and all 
those who knew or were privileged to 
have him for a teacher can testify most 
enthusiastically that any book by Frank 
Hugh Foster embodies two characteristics 
of his own life—the love of truth and a 
concern for evangelical piety. 

Professor Park of Andover Theological 
Seminary was unquestionably one of the 
greatest American theologians. The life 
of this distinguished teacher and edu- 
cator is written by one of his own stu- 
dents. The reviewer has heard Dr. Foster 
in his informal manner describe the 
many interesting stories concerning Pro- 
fessor Park. He has found in this biog- 
raphy the same degree of interest which 
will hold the reader to the very end. The 
early college days of Professor Park will 
show the modern reader what a change 
has come over our educational systems. 
The stories of his seminary days will 
give some food for thought for those 
who today criticize the modern seminary. 
Professor Park’s controversy with Dr. 
Hodge will be an exciting chapter for 
Church Management readers who like a 
keen theological debate. The problems 
which faced the church and religion in 
the day of Professor Park are not unlike 
those which we are attacking today. 

This biography is a minister’s biogra- 
phy. It portrays the life of the last 


member of the school of Jonathan Ed- 
It is the last contribution of one 


wards. 


of America’s humble yet truly great his- 
torians of American theology. 
W. L. L. 


And So I Preached This, by Luther 
Wesley Smith. Judson Press. 178 pages. 
$1.00. 

The author of these eleven sermons, 
which constitute this volume, is pastor 
of the First Baptist Church, Syracuse, 
New York. As a foreword to each ser- 
mon, Mr. Smith pictures the circum- 
stances that faced him in eleven specific 
instances, and how he decided to “Preach 
This.” The sermon topics are catchy, 


~ put the sermons are not of the sensa- 








tional type. Some of the topics are: 
“The Balcony View of Life.” “So This | 
Is Love.” “Why Religion?” All of the 


sermons are of unusual high quality. 
A. L. 
















THE FOUR GOSPELS 
OF KARAHISSAR 


By Ernest Cadman Colwell and Harold R. 
Willoughby. An illustrated study of an 
important medieval Greek manuscript, with 
60 colophons which vividly iliuminate its 
history from the end of the sixteenth to 
the middle of the nineteenth century. Two 
volumes, $25.00. 

Vol. I. HISTORY AND TEXT (Col- 
well), $10.00. 

Vo... tk- CYCLE. OF TEXT 
ILLUSTRATIONS (Willoughby) with 
137 collotypes, $20.00. 

Penned in the main by the same scribe who 
wrote the famous Codex 2400 reproduced 
in— 

THE ROCKEFELLER 
McCORMICK NEW 


TESTAMENT 


Edited by Edgar J. Goodspeed, Donald W. 
Riddle and Harold R. Willoughby. A 
thirteenth century 
manuscript — the 
most lavishly illu- 
minated Greek New 
Testament known 
to exist — repro- 
duced in facsimile 
in one of the hand- 
somest books we 
have ever pub- 
lished. Manuscript 
originally possessed 
by emperor of the 





| last Byzantine dy- 


The Tent and The Sky, by Avery A. | 


Shaw. Judson Press. 126 pages. 

Doctor Shaw is president of Dennison 
University, and most of the ten sermons, 
in this volume, were given as chapel talks 
at the university. Doctor Shaw has not 
lost his ability to preach. Every Ameri- 


can pulpit would be glad for sermons | 
The | 
sermons are scholarly, but speak the lan- | 


similar to those in this volume. 


guage of the heart. Every minister will 
do well to read what Doctor Shaw has 
written in The Tent And The Sky. 

A. L. M. 


The Day of the Lord, by B. H. Carroll. 
Broadman Press. 221 pages. $2.50. 

During his lifetime Doctor Carroll was 
in constant demand as an author, as a 
doctrinal and evangelistic preacher. One 
of his friends has grouped together 
twelve of his sermons that have as their 
theme, the Second Advent and Final 
Destinies. Some of the sermon topics 
are, “The Day of the Lord,” “Final Sepa- 
ration of the Righteous and the Wicked,” 
“God’s Punishment of the Wicked,” 
“Faith in Christ’s Second Coming.” 

The compiler, Doctor J. W. Crowder, 
writes in his “Foreword,” “Believing that 
these sermons have a message of en- 
couragement for men and women of 
today, we send them forth in confidence 
that they will deliver this message.” 

A. L. M. 


Voices from Calvary, by Harry Rimmer. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
142 pages. $1.00. 

The author writes a chapter in his 
book concerning each of the seven 
voices which spoke from Calvary: The 
Voice of Israel,” “The Voice of the 
Gentile World,” “The Voice of Africa,” 
“The Voice of the Mob,” “The Voice of 
the Centurion,” “The Voice of Magnifi- 
cent Faith,” “The Voice of Magnanim- 
ity.” 





$1.00. | 





Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed 
Includes Volumes of 
Color Facsimilies, Text, and Miniatures. 


nasty. Three vol- 


ume set, $50,00. 


THE STORY of the BIBLE 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed. “. . . combines Dr. 
Goodspeed’s Story of the Old Testament 
and his Story of the New Testament in one 
compact volume . . . competent scholarship 
and ability to instruct.”—Advance. 

$1.50, postpaid $1.60 


THE BIBLE: An American Translation 
Edited by J. M. P. Smith and Edgar J. 
Goodspeed. Free from antiquated phrases, 
poetry treated as poetry, the meaning of 
those who wrote the world’s great classic 
is made a living issue for today. Popular 
edition. Cloth, $2.00; postpaid $2.10. 
Leather, $3.75; postpaid $3.90. 


THE SHORT BIBLE 


The American Translation in brief. “This 
fascinating book is a complete introduction 
to the study of the Bible,” says Christopher 
Morley. 2.00, postpaid $2.10 


THE PAPACY AND 
WORLD-AFFAIRS 


By Carl Conrad Eckhardt. Presents 1500 
years of papal history—a background for 
understanding questions that confront the 
church today. $4.00, postpaid $4.15 


STUDIES IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


Collected Papers of Clayton R. Bowen 
Edited by Robert J. Hutcheon. New depths 
of meaning for such classic questions as 
eschatology, the true position of John the 
Baptist in the Gospel, the place of “Ephe- 
sians” among the Pauline letters. 

$2.00, postpaid $2.10 


The University of Chicago Press 
5750 Ellis Avenue Chicago, Illinois 
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alka 
COMPREHENSIVE 
CONCORDANCE 





To The Holy Scriptures 





A new edition, completely 
reprinted from new plates, 
specially designed for easy 
reading; compact, handy, 
arranged in strict alpha- 
betical order, durably 
bound. $3.00. 


At all bookstores or from 


MACMILLAN 
60 Fifth Ave., New York 














AN OPPORTUNITY 


for Pastors Desiring 


SONG BOOKS 


A collection of 72 of the Moody-Sankey 
Evangelistic Campaign Songs used during 
the Founder’s Week Conference. 


$500 PER HUNDRED 
Slightly used. Not prepaid. 


D. L. MOODY CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
153 Institute Place Chicago, II. 








CHRISTIAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LITERATURE 


following the 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 
Samples Free 
Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


Box 6059 Cleveland, Ohio 





| religious leaders, 
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Each chapter contains a challenging 
message expressed from a warm, vivid 
and deeply personal faith. The theology 
is conservative. There is material here 
for Lent, Holy Week, and Good Friday. 

P. F. B. 


The Bible 


The Bible Guide Book, by Mary Ent- 
wistle. Cokesbury Press. 326 pages. $2.50. 

My class, studying Old Testament 
times, is anxious to know something of 
the worship services held in Solomon’s 
temple. “Where can I get authentic 
information concerning the musical in- 
struments which were in use at the time 
of David?” “Just what did a Palestinian 
house of Jesus’ day look like?” “Is it 
true that the Jewish children in Pales- 
tine did not play with dolls?” 


Questions such as these come with a 


| deadly regularity to every church school 


superintendent from teachers who have 
been set posers by their eager pupils. 
How often such superintendents have 
longed for a book which would bring in- 
to one place the kind of information 


| which teachers need when giving the 


setting and history of the land and the 
people of the Bible. There should be 
much rejoicing now in many quarters 
for Miss Entwistle has produced just 
such a book. 

In the five sections of the book the 
author deals with: (1) the land of the 
bible, (2) life in Palestine in bible times, 
(3) times and seasons, (4) religion and 
(5) rulers. Here one 
finds brief and yet comprehensive dis- 


| cussions of hundred of topics ranging 
| from the flowers of Palestine to syna- 
| gogue officers. 


Yet all discussed in a 
language within the comprehension of 
children of junior age. Still the book 
itself may well be used with groups of 
senior age. 

The final section of the volume is 
made up of Time Charts of the Bible 
and a most valuable bibliographical 
Chart. Those at all familiar with Miss 
Entwistle’s Bible Books for Small People, 
which she co-authored, will not need 
urging to become acquainted with this 


volume. Several copies of this book 
should be in every church library. 
|e ¢ Ae & 2 
Home Life In The Bible, by Emma 


Williams Gill. The Broadman Press. 


189 pages. $1.25. 


It is not often that this reviewer finds 
a volume that suggests more than a 
dozen new sermon topics, as well as 
presenting many interesting side-lights 
on the customs of the Holy Land, but he 














USED IN OVER ONE MILLION CHRISTIAN HOMES 


HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE 


By JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, D.D. 
Recommended by all denominationsforitsfreshness and accuracy, 
forits simplicity of language, for its freedom from doctrinal discussion. 


FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 
One hundred and sixty-eight stories, each complete in itself, yet form- 
ing a continuous narrative of the Biblefrom Genesis to Revelation. 
Each ofthe world-old stories is told by the noted author in a manner 
thatis vitally interesting and instructive to young and old alike. 
Biggest and Best Illustrated Book Ever Sold for the Price 
Beautifully illustrated with 281 pictures in colors and in black and 
white; over 100 famous Leinweber paintings. 759 pages. Price. .$2.00 
At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 
















| Temptations of Old Age.” 





| nists scalps. 


has found Mrs. Gill’s book to be a verit- 
able mine of material for future use in 
sermons to adults and addresses to young 
people and children. This volume con- 
tains forty brief addresses and devotiona] 
studies based on various aspects of home 
life in the Bible. The author is a mis- 
sionary to the Baptist women of southern 
Europe, and this book grew out of a 
series of chapel talks given by her at the 
Memorial Training School for Women in 
Bucharest, Rumania. Some of the more 
interesting and suggestive of these are: 
“Corner-stones and Pillars,” “Roofs,” 
“Doors,” a series on “Household Furni- 
ture,” “The Palm and Cedar,” “The 
Market-Place,” a series on “Bread-Mak- 
ing,” “Cleaning and Washing,” and 
“Daughters.” Occasionally one finds very 
quotable sentences like the following: 
“Christ did not teach us how to escape 
storms, but how to prepare against 
them!” “A kitchen may be a sanctuary, 
if the tasks are done as unto the Lord.” 


This is an unusually helpful and sug- 
gestive book not only for the preacher 
and the Sunday school teacher, but for 
anyone interested in the customs and 
habits connected with home life in the 
Old and New Testaments. 

J.C. P. 


Personal Adjustment 





On Growing Old Gracefully, by Charles 
Courtenay. The Macmillan Company. 
235 pages. $2.00. 


It would be highly desirable if every- 
body over fifty years of age would read 
this book. As the reviewer writes these 
words it is not hard for him to imagine 
some more or less “gentle reader” sniffing 
disdainfully and blurting out with in- 
dignation his emphatic protest: “You 
don’t call a man of fifty old, do you?” 
His reply is: “Not necessarily! Old age 
is not so much a matter of years as it is 
of attitude. There are men ‘eighty years 
young’. Others are old at twenty-five. 
But the time to prepare for old age is 
before it comes. No miracle occurs when 
we reach the seventies or the eighties. 
We are just the same as we were before 
but possibly a little bit more so.” 


On Growing Old Gracefully is the work 
of an English clergyman eighty-seven 
years of age. It is characterized by 
courage, understanding and spirituality. 
It is an intensely practical book. The 
first chapter is entitled: ‘Three Perti- 
nent Questions.” They are “When does 
old age begin?” “The Secret of a Long 
Life: can we find it?” and “How can we 
spend a happy old age?” The only way 
to find out what Dr. Courtenay says in 
reply to these interrogations is to read 
the chapter in which he discusses them. 
Chapter V bears the caption, “The 
One of them 
is suggested by the proverb, “Satan finds 
mischief for idle hands to do.” Other 
temptations mentioned are _ suspicious- 
ness, prejudice, untidiness and fear. 
Under the sub-heading “The Temptation 
to Infallibility’” we read these words: 
“Many old people hold strong opinions 
and express them strongly. They are 
bound to be strong, for they are mostly 
life-long creations..... Most of us have 
seen these old veterans on the war-path, 
and heard their whoops as they brand- 
ished their tomahawks for their antago- 
They deem themselves for 
the time being infallible. And woe to 
the man or woman who doubts it.” In 
the discussion of this topic the author 


| goes on to say that nobody is entirely 
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infallible, “not even the youngest of us.” 
He further avers that some of us are 
right sometimes but that nobody is cor- 
rect always. 

This is a delightful, well-written book. 
It is full of material of value for men 
and women of every period of life. 

L. H. C. 


Personal Triumph, by Miles H. Krum- 
bine. Harper & Brothers. 135 pages. 
$1.50. 

In this little volume of five chapters 
Dr. Krumbine, pastor of Plymouth Church 
of Shaker Heights, Ohio, seeks to show 
how man may attain to that which he 
most wants and needs “a way of life that 
is morally satisfying.” The book is for 
the serious-minded person who is not 
averse to reading about himself. 

Dr. Krumbine knows how to speak 
about success and successful living with- 
out slipping into the phraseology of the 
popular success books. In essays on “Re- 
capturing Self-confidence,” “What Shall 
I Do With My Ideals?” “Aptitude for 
Happiness,” “Middle Age—Thoroughfare 
or Dead End?” “You and I and God” 


he lays bare the nature of personal prob- | 


lems peculiar to the present and also 
suggests how they may be dealt with. 


The reader is impressed with the wide 
range of the author’s reading. Carefully 
selected thoughts, like a bevy of precious 
gems, are used to emphasize the points 
which he seeks to illustrate. Dr. Krum- 
bine proves himself a member of the 
electic school drawing from such diverse 
wells as Paul Engle’s Break the Heart’s 
Anger, George Kaufman’s Merrily We 
Roll Along and Claude G. Bowers 
Beveridge and the Progressive Era. 


But over all and above all the book 
reveals the mind of its author. Here 
we find one who having widely and 
wisely, having thought long and deeply, 
now presents the distilled essence of that 
labor. Truly, he who runs may read. 


Living Religion, by Hornell Hart. The 
Abingdon Press. 260 pages. $1.50. 

Here is a book that is different. It is 
a manual for putting religion into action 
in personal life and in social reconstruc- 
tion. Most manuals dealing with the 
technique of religious experience are 
hopelessly individualistic in their atti- 
tude. Not so with this. Problems of so- 
ciety such as war, the economic order, 
and sexual relationships are considered, 
as well as the individual problems of the 
inner life. 

The method of this book is unique. 
Its usual formula for each chapter in- 
cludes the author’s comment on the sub- 
ject, suggested meditations, and proj- 
ects for study and service. According to 
the author the technique of meditation 
includes the following steps: selection of 
the subject, physical and mental re- 
laxation, concentration, the invocation of 
the presence and help of God, illumina- 
tion, and the application. Unless the il- 
lumination is carried into action it will 
depart. Dr. Hart realizes the dangers 
of the mystical experience of medita- 
tion and suggests three safeguards. First, 
let meditation be a supplement, and 
never a substitute for common sense 
and research. Second, let meditation be 
carried out always in the presence of the 
Highest, and in dedication to truth and 
brotherhood. Third, let the inner medi- 
tation always lead to outer action for 
the service of mankind. 
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Germany's New 


THE GERMAN 
FAITH MOVEMENT 





Translated by T.S. K. SCOTT-CRAIG and R. E. DAVIES 





* This book shows what Germany is thinking religiously, 
which it is important we should know, for that thinking 


Here is a book 
which thoughtful 
people would 
not care 

to miss 


is at the heart of the country’s attitudes and to them 
no one can be indifferent. 


The apostle of the new German Faith Movement is 
Professor Wilhelm Hauer, who pleads powerfully for a 
Nazi religion, 
as a substitute for Christianity. He is answered by 
Professor Karl Heim, one of Germany’s foremost Prot- 


advocating a mystical, patriotic humanism 


estant thinkers. The other answer is by Professor Karl 


ca Adam, the leading Catholic thinker in Germany. 





At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS “ 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 

NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 





The suggested projects outline proced- 
ure for personal or group study of the 


problems of the individual and society. | 


This book is valuable for reading, but it 


is especially valuable when used as a | 


manual for improving the religious life. 


No person could do all of the things sug- | 


gested, which is another way of saying 
that this work is so rich that every life 


can find something of value in it. A | 
carefully chosen biblography and an ade- | 


quate index add to the ready use of the 
volume. 
C. W. B. 


Israel 


Jehovah Friend of Man, by David A. 
Murray. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
364 pages. $2.50. ? 

We have here a study of the religious 
message of the Old Testament consisting 
primarily of a biographical narrative of 
the events in Hebrew history from the 


creation to the fall of the kingdom of | 


Judah. At the outset the author informs 
us that “the results of modern critical 
scholarship will not be used or particu- 
larly referred to.” This is not especially 
reassuring. However, Dr. Murray has 
adopted such a course of procedure on 
the safe assumption that there are nu- 
merous books which deal with Hebrew his- 
tory and its mountain-peak personalities 
from the point of view of the scholar 
and that there is a reasonably clear field 
for a volume dealing primarily with the 
purely religious aspect of the life of 
Israel. 

The book is a history of Israel that is 
different. The reader who approaches 
books from the position of the seeker for 
something absolutely new will take for 
granted that the work contains nothing 
for him. It is, nevertheless, certain that 
if he reads fifty pages he will change 
his mind. It is also highly probable 
that he will not stop at the end of page 
50. The book is informing, interesting 
and constructive. In spite of an oc- 
casional naivete in regard to critical and 
theological problems, it will command the 
intellectual respect of readers of widely 
differing theologies. The volume itself 
justifies the view of the author that there 
is a place for a book of this type. 
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Through the “Peachtree Tower” 


A New Book of Worship 


By L. O. Bricker 


we learned that Dr. Bricker, 


pastor emeritus of the beautiful Peachtree Christian Church, At- 
lanta, Georgia, was working on a new hymnal which he will call a 
book of worship. Several original ideas were expressed. So we 
asked him to put down for us what ideas he intended to mcorporate 


in this new book. 


HE most inadequate, outworn and 

poverty-stricken instrument in the 

equipment of the modern church, is 
the hymn book. The purpose of hymns 
is, and has always been, to unite the 
people in a common worship of God; 
and to make real and vital to them the 
doctrines, theologies, and creeds they 
were supposed to believe. Our preaching 
fathers, in the generations past, saw to 
it that the hymnals were filled with the 
hymns that enable the people to sing 
the faith, the doctrines and beliefs that 
were preached unto them. This was both 
their right and their duty. The result 
is that our hymn books of today are 
filled with hymns that sing a theology in 


| which we no longer think or speak; 
| hymns whose imagery and literary ex- 


pression are difficult for us to under- 


| stand; hymns of a dead and gone re- 








| more than sixty years. 





vivalism; hymns of sickly sentimentalism, 
bad psychology and worse Christianity. 
Rarely ever can a minister of today find 
a hymn that fits in with the thought and 
theme and sentiment of his sermon. And 
when he does, he generally finds the 
hymn set to a tune nobody knows; or 
lacking in that particular haunting qual- 
ity of merit that would make the average 
person wish to learn to sing it. 

I believe that the God we conceive, the 
faith we hold, and the religion in and 
by which we live in our today, are just 
as real and vivid as that of any other 


| age; but we have only a few hymns that 


sing our present thought of God; fewer 
still the hymns that express our faith; 
and almost none whereby we can sing 
the religion in which we are living and 
working now. 

Hymnology is described in the diction- 
ary as being a science. If it is a science, 
it is surely still in the “horse and buggy” 
days. For, since the first publication of 
the Gospel Hymns in the year 1875, not 
a single new thing has happened in all 
the realm of church music, in these 
The most ele- 
mental and proven fact in the science of 
hymnology, is that the people take their 
real, inner beliefs and convictions from 
the songs they sing, rather than from 
the books they read, or the sermons they 
hear. Anyone may discover by a study 
of the history of theological controversy 
that it is never the logic and argument 


The article makes an interesting story. 


of debate, or the eloquence of sermons, 
but the hymns the people are given to 
sing, that causes one side or the other 
to win out. Witness the Trinitarian con- 
troversy that raged in England and 
America more than a hundred years ago. 
In both countries nearly all of the real 
scholarship and first rank theologians. 
as well as the preponderance of logic and 
truth, were on the side of the Unitarians. 
In New England the Unitarians carried 
Harvard College and the entire aristoc- 
racy of the intellect into their movement. 
Nevertheless the Trinitarians won out. 
Why? Because they wrote scores of 
hymns and set the people to singing the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Several of these 
hymns are still among the first favorites 
in all our hymnals, such as Old Hun- 
dredth: “Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.” And Heber’s: “Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty. God in three per- 
sons, blessed Trinity.” On the other 
hand, the Unitarians never had a single 
hymn with which to set the people to 
singing the conception of the unity of 
God. It was the singing of Trinitarian 
hymns that won the battle for the Trini- 
tarians, and nothing else. 


Our Hymns of War 

Witness again: After the World War 
was over and the Christian Church be- 
gan to examine its own record of par- 
ticipation therein, that, from the tor- 
tured conscience of Christian leaders in 
all nations, there arose the questions: 
“How did it come to pass that the 
Church of Christ, instead of condemning 
and opposing the war as unchristian, 
blessed the war in all its churches, 
preached it as a holy crusade, and served 
it as the most powerful of all recruiting 
agencies? What terrible blindness had 
fallen upon us that we Christian leaders, 
editors, ministers, not only blessed the 
war, but glorified it?” There is one 
simple and all inclusive answer to these 
questions. From our childhood we had 
been raised up singing songs and hymns 
that glorify war. All of the stirring, 
rousing, marching hymns sing the Chris- 
tian life in terms of war, and thereby 
idealize war. It was, therefore, not only 
perfectly natural, but inevitable, that 
when the war broke upon us, all of the 
glorification and idealization of war that 
we had been singing all our lives, should 
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rise up to bless this war, and send us 
into it with all our might. And yet to 
this day, in spite of a penitent Church, 
shamed and humiliated Christian lead- 
ers—in the face of our war record; all 
of the old war songs, such as, “Onward, 
Christian soldiers, marching as to war,” 
and: “The Son of God goes forth to 
war,” and: “Am Iasoldier of the cross?” 
are still carried in our hymn books, even 
the newest and latest revisions. Will we 
ever learn anything? Will it ever be 
beaten into our stupid brains that the 
people take their beliefs and their springs 
of action from the songs they sing? 
The foundational fact that underlies 
the necessity of a new hymnal, that will 
be really a book of worship, is the con- 
viction shared alike by all progressive, 
modern-minded ministers, that the one 
supreme thing that the Church has to 
offer to the people of today is a service 
of worship. For the past fifteen years 
or more, most of us have sensed a new 
spirit and ideal that has permeated all 
our thought—a spirit of worship, and a 
desire to return to the altar. This sense 
of a new spirit abroad in the land has 
inspired the newer type of architecture 
in church building, the remodeling of 
auditoriums into sanctuaries, and an at- 
tempt on the part of non-liturgical 
churches to enrich and dignify their 
service of worship. 





Into the churches | 


that are majoring on worship, the people | 


are going increasingly; because they are 
hungry for worship and dignity and 
beauty in religion. They, too, have sensed 
the new spirit which is from God. 

No matter how able and eloquent a 
given preacher may be today, he has to 
meet a competition and a comparison 
that no generation of preachers ever had 
to face before—the radio. No longer do 
people have to go to church to listen to 
sermons. They can turn on the radio 
any Sunday morning or evening and 
listen to a better sermon than they are 
likely to hear in their own church. The 
one thing the church has to offer, in 
which it is supreme, in which it has no 
competition, and never can have from 
any quarter, is a service of worship—the 
mingling of the human and the Divine 
in the house of God. The minister of 
today who knows his business is, there- 
fore, more and more concerned about the 
quality of his service of worship. Know- 
ing that the chief participation of the 
people in the worship and their way into 
all the worship is through their singing 
of the hymns of the service, his main 
concern is the selection of hymns that 
the people can and will sing. It will be 
a sin against the whole content of the 
hour and the opportunity, if the minister 
selects an old, out-worn hymn that has 
long lost its power to inspire; or a sense- 
less jingle that never had inspirational 
power; or a hymn set to a tune that 
the people cannot sing. He will know 


that each of the hymns of his service 
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must be a great hymn. 


The literary | 


quality of the hymn-poem must be of | 


the essence of what minister and people 
are thinking about today, in matters of 
religion and faith and life and God; 
and that it must be set to a-tune that 


will constrain everybody to sing, because | 


of its irresistible beauty and power. 


A Service Without a Sermon 


This article is written out of ten years 
of vivid and successful pioneering in a 


new use of music in the church. For 
years, prior to the building of the mag- 
nificent Gothic cathedral church that 
houses my congregation in Atlanta, I 
had been debating the problem of the 
second, or evening service. I had about 
resolved to abandon it, on the theory 
that when people have gone to church 
on Sunday morning, entered into a full- 
toned service of worship and listened to 
a sermon, they had all of that kind of 
thing they wanted or could use up in a 
single day; that a second service was a 
sort of forced feeding of a people who 
were not hungry. Somewhere in this 
period of study there came to me an 
utterly new and original idea—that of 
having the second service ministered 
musically through the medium of the 
organs, tower chimes and the antiphonal 
singing of the two great choirs. One 
word would be selected for a theme, such 
as Love, Faith, Prayer; and all the hymns 
(Turn to page 392) 
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The Refusals 


just to know what Jesus is, that we 

ought also to know what Jesus is not. 

A man is known not only by what he 
does, but often by what he refuses to do. 
We have a good phrase: “A gentleman 
does not do that.” Nowadays we are apt 
to sneer at that phrase, but I don’t know 
any phrase that really marks a gentle- 
man more than that, that there are 
certain things that that gentleman will 
not do. I believe that character comes 
out not only in the presence of certain 
qualities in us, but in the absence of 
other qualities. Thus, our omissions, our 
refusals, our dislikes, speak volumes in 
support of what we really are. Moreover, 
I daresay that at the last, when we ap- 
pear before God, most of ts in this house 
may stand condemned not for what we 
have done, but for what we have not 
done, and for what we have not been 
rather than for any real grievous trans- 
gression. You and I are not going to do 
some grievous transgression, but we sin 
by what we are not. Perhaps you notice 
that the finai place, and I may even say 
the relative worth, of a poet is often 
judged not only by the gifts which he 
seemed to possess, but by the gift which 
he seemed to lack, measured up against 
some of the great writers of genius. You 
are worrying what to think about some 
modern poet. I will tell you how to 
judge him. Put him for a moment be- 
side Shelley and Shakespeare and Tenny- 
son and Wordsworth, and then you will 
see not only what he is but what he is 
not. 

Thus I say that there are two main 
ways of judging men and things, first: 
what we say positively by saying what a 
man is, what he represents, what he 
does. Second: by saying, and in saying 
it you are just as positive, what he is 
not; what, in the final resort, he will 
not do. I wonder if you have noticed, 
you good people who read your Bibles, 
how often our Lord defines himself in 
this negative fashion, and I think he did 
it for the purpose of arresting our think- 
ing. I could quote a dozen. Here are 
one or two. “I am not come to destroy 
but to fulfill.” That grips you at once. 
“I came not to send peace but a sword.” 
“I came not to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance,” and, in a very 
deliberate statement of these negatives 
He states something positive about Him- 
self. Our Lord felt that he had to dis- 
abuse men’s minds of many preconceived 
notions and ideas and false sentiments. 
No one was more positive than our Lord. 


| SOMETIMES think it is not enough 


*A Northfield Pulpit Contribution. 
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THE WHITEFIELD PULPIT 


This portable, collapsible pulpit was 
made in 1742, presented to the American 
Tract Society 1852 and used 2000 times 
by George Whitefield in open-air preach- 
ing in Great Britain and America. It is 
conservatively estimated that from this 
pulpit the gospel was preached to 
10,000,000 people. This is of especial in- 
terest in view of the bi-centennial of 
Whitefield’s first visit into America which 
will be celebrated in 1938. 


No one can call him up on that point. 
In word after word, in sentence after 
sentence, in sermon after sermon, He 
told the men of his day, so that no fool 
could misunderstand him. He told just 
what he was and what he stood for and 
what he represented, and yet, deliberate- 
ly over against that style of speech he 
again and again, almost as if to balance 
and complete it, told men what he was 
not. He saw the ideas and the hopes 
into which they tried to crush him and 
his message, as they would crush some- 
thing into a mould or jelly bag—poor 
hopes, flimsy little dreams that they 
wanted him to conform to. And so, that 
there might be no mistake at all in this 
big matter, you will notice that he again 
and again used this negative method 
with, I think, telling power, to let men 





know what he was not, what, in the final 
issue, he would refuse to do; what, 
rather than do, he would die. 

I wish to make that my subject to- 
night. I would like you to see our Lord 
Jesus Christ in His sufficiency where we 
get him up against his great refusals, 
some of the things he refused to do, and 
I imagine in the last resort this will help 
us to see what Christ was if we really 
see what he was not. For I imagine if 
we do see clearly Christ’s full mission, as 
he himself understood it, there will be 
far less misunderstanding about the duty 
and function of the modern church if 
we see what Jesus said he would not do. 


I 


And so I am going to take one or two. 
First, that scene of the temptation in 
the desert. That is put deliberately at 
the outset of our Lord’s ministry for one 
purpose, to let us see the principles on 
which He was going to rule His life, and 
the first principle that comes out is obvi- 
ous, that our Lord was tempted in two 
points as we are. Make no mistake about 
it. He was tempted at the beginning of 
his ministry, and he was tempted on his 
cross, and, at the beginning of his min- 
istry He said this: “I will never take the 
low road to the high goal.” That was 
His answer to all temptation, and you 
remember in that strange and wonderful 
scene Satan is represented as offering 
Jesus the sovereignty of the whole world 
if He would forsake His high mission and 
bow down to some kind of compromise, 
come to some adjustment with the evil 
principles of this world. And, mark you, 
that was a far bigger temptation to our 
Lord than you and I commonly allow. 
You and I know that it was the dream 
of his heart to win the world, to win 
men and women like you and me to the 
allegiance of God. We know that was 
his one desire and passion, and here at 
the outset was a fairly decent compro- 
mise, for, mark this, that way meant for 
Jesus no struggle, no arguing, and cer- 
tainly no cross. Might he not have sacri- 
ficed a little of the high purpose of his 
life if thereby he might win the world 
more easily? Might he? Would not the 
great end justify the means? Might he 
not step down a little from the high 
platform of his life and take men on a 
lower plane? Play a little to the mob 
and catch them by strategy and guile? 
I want you to understand that this was 
our Lord’s first great refusal, and it 
means everything to us that He said: 
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” That 
was the only place for that temptation, 
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behind him—behind him. I say, do God’s 
work only in God’s way. There is no 
other way. I say, go on the high road 
and the straight road, though the winds 
bleach your face and the stones cut 
your feet. I say, go in God’s way, even 
though God makes that way at the end 
blocked by a cross. And that is our 
Lord’s first great refusal, to refuse to 
take the low road to the high goal. 

I want to ask you if that temptation 
is past to-day. Even in Christ’s church 
is it past? We have got a high goal, but 
vyhat about the low road, and has the 
church to-day no decent offers of com- 
promise? Quite decent offers, too. Would 
it not seem to us as Christians best not 
to hitch our wagon to so high a star? 
Would we not gather many more into 
the fold who are out of it if we took a 
lower plane? If we adapted our methods 
to men, and if we did not preach right- 
eousness so extremely; if we did not 
drive home this question of sin—sin. I 
ask it. I dare say if you wished it you 
could make the kingdom of the world 
equal to the Kingdom of God to-morrow. 
All you would need to do would be to 
make the church lax enough and broad 
enough. I could fill any church in the 
world if I took these terms, but that 
way, the way of easy compromise on a 
question of truth, is forever shut off to 
those who know Christ. So long as you 
and I understand the church, what it 
really is, namely: a company of those 
who love and adore Jesus, so long as we 
realize that the only bond in the church 
is fidelity to Him and His gospel, and 
so long as we realize that the only pos- 
sible bond is a personal bond of love and 
fidelity, and so long as we hitch our 
wagons to the stars of God—I want to 
tell you, you may have a very small 
church, but you will have a true church, 
and there is no other kind of church 
worth having. I don’t want any other 
kind except those who love Christ. I 
sincerely pray that in your land and 
mine the church will never seek popu- 
larity on these terms, by stepping down 
to a lower plane and cheapening its 
standards of perfection. It were better 
that the church of Christ should perish 
with Christ up on the heights. There it 
would perish with angels and with truth 
and with righteousness. If it does not 
perish there it will not perish anywhere 
else, and if it does perish there it perishes 
with sin. That was our Lord’s deliberate 
first refusal to adopt any other method 
than the highest for His glorious ends. 
Does that make you think, you Christian 
folk? 


II 


Then, secondly, and this I think has 
very practical reference to many modern 
problems which are perplexing us. I 
notice that my Lord continually refused 
to confuse His permanent spiritual plans 
with any temporal political or social 





needs. You remember one of the com- 
pany came and said “Master, Master, I 
wonder if, in your kindness, you will come 
and speak to my brother that he divide 
his inheritance with me,” and He said: 
“Man, who made me a divider or judge 
among you?” And again and again 
when similar requests to that were made, 
Jesus showed His entire unwillingness to 
confuse the big issues with the small, 
and the general with the temporal. He 
put first things first, and no amount of 
specious questions on the part of those 
around about Him could ever lead him 
to depart from that high aim, namely; 


to preach God and righteousness and | 





salvation to the hearts of men. His was | 


a message first and last, in His own | 


mind at least, to men’s souls, the eternal 


soul of man, and to tell of his need of | 


God, and to preach the goodness and the 
purity of the kingdom of God’s love and 
grace, and this must not be forgotten. 
But, mark you, it was not because Jesus 
was not greatly interested in all the 
social needs of his own world and of 
ours. Not because of that. We know 
how passionately he was interested in 
all of them. Who loved the poor and 
needy more than Jesus Christ? Who 
helped the downtrodden and the outcasts 
and the fallen as He did? Who loved 
the little children and the broken ones 
of this world, and prayed that no offense, 
civic, moral or religious, should be placed 
before their stumbling feet? Make no 
mistake. I hear people to-day in Edin- 
burgh (I am sure you have got them 
here) who speak as if no one ever cared 
for the poor until they came. Why, the 
passion of our Lord for justice and 
righteousness and truth has never been 





equalled by all of them in the world. | 
And no other system has ever touched | 


His sense of justice for the underdog. 
In one sense Jesus was the greatest 
social reformer who ever lived, with a 
greater sense of Justice and goodness 
than any man I have ever heard. He 


went deeper than them all, because He | 


hated wrong, not because it was wrong 
to man, but wrong to right and God. 
And yet, with all this, I want you to get 
back to this, Jesus deliberately on many 
occasions refused to be a party to any 
prescribed political or social cult. And 
why? Because He did not state policies; 
he stated principles that are at the back 
of all policies. He went not only to the 
rotten heart of the state, but to the rot- 
ten heart of the men and women who 
make the state. He did not come to 
patch up a wound here and there, and 
leave the fester still gathering under the 
patch. He wished to heal, heal the whole 
state. He wished to get down to the 
root of the disease which is in man’s 
heart, to save and change the heart and 
the conscience of all men and women, 
so that they living in His spirit, could 


devise their own glorious schemes for | 


themselves in His spirit, justice and right 
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and truth. You know, our Lord’s pro- 
gram was always far bigger than any 
man to-day allows it. It was nothing 
more than this, to bring God upon the 
earth, to plant God and his love in the 
heart of man, and from that there would 
spring every pure and beautiful thing, 
every wise measure of justice and every 
fine piece of social reform. But he said: 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and he never confused primary things 
with secondary. 


III 


Third, and this, I think, touches the 
individual very nearly. I discovered in 
reading the record of my Lord’s life and 
teaching that he constantly refused one 
thing which sometimes puzzles me. He 
constantly refuses to settle my moral 
scruples for me. For instance, when the 
people came and asked him if they 


_ should pay tribute to Caesar, He replied 
| in effect that such a scruple as that was 
| @ question for them, not for him, to 


settle. 


They came to Him saying: “O Rabbi, 


| here is a fine question of moral conduct. 
| Ought we, as loyal Jews, to acknowledge 


the sovereignty of Caesar?” 
Jesus, very quietly but firmly, cast the 


| burden back upon their own shoulders. 


He said: “You must settle these fine 
questions of life’s allegiance and service 
for yourselves.” 


No one can think your thoughts for 
you. No man can bear your moral 
burdens. No man can choose life for 
you or love for you or sin for you or 
In the last resort, when 
all the best advice has been given or 
taken, you have got to stand alone, and 
that is one of the most dignified things 
Jesus ever said about humanity, that 
we must in all moral decisions stand 
alone. And you know that is life all 
over. You must cast the pebble that de- 
cides for you. After all, no one can live 
your life for you. You would not want 
it. It would not be your life if they did. 
When friends have done their best, and 
Christ has pleaded his best, your vote 
is your own. I could choose your books 
for you, but I could not choose your 
thoughts. I could choose your church 
for you, but I could not choose your 
God. I could choose your work for you, 
but I could not choose your dreams. If 
I were to interfere and choose these for 
you I would ruin your personality, and 
whatever Christ respects, he always re- 
spects your personality. He won't settle 
your moral scruples for you. I will tell 
you what he will do. He will do far 
more. He will give you the light and the 
truth and the courage and the grace to 
settle them for yourselves. That is the 


greatness of my Christ, that he honors 
me. 


IV 


And, lastly, I hope I am not treading 
on anybody’s toes, but I have got to be 
honest. I discovered that our Lord con- 
stantly refused to answer and satisfy 
curious speculations regarding the future 
and the future life, and there is no ques- 
tion that people are more curious about. 
Many came at different times asking for 
tokens of coming events regarding the 
great future of God. 


The Pharisees asked: “When cometh 
the Kingdom?” and He replied: “The 
Kingdom of God cometh not with ob- 
servation.” 


On the whole question of this future, 
about which we are desperately curious, 
our Lord’s attitude was always one of 
dignified reserve. He satisfied no curi- 
ous, prying imagination. Indeed, in one 
rather remarkable phrase He said: “Of 
that day and of that hour no man 
knoweth, not the angels in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” 


And it was with distinct deliberation 
that Jesus refused to speak about the 
future except in broad general terms of 
spiritual admonition—‘Watch, watch and 
be ready.” Yet I don’t know a subject 
to-day that is so cursing the church as 
this. Let me be quite honest. I was 
asked by my own church in Scotland 
to write a series of articles on modern 
religions, modern Christian religions, and 
I made one startling discovery, that al- 
most every break from what I would call 
the one church of Christ has been found- 
ed on some theory of the day and hour 
and time that the Lord Jesus will come, 
and they are almost all concerned with 
doctrines of the future about which Jesus 
refused to speak. 


Frankly, I believe that all these calcu- 
lations that people make (and I have 
read books where they calculate the day 
and hour of God’s will) are baseless and 
irreligious. Do you know why? First, 
they are built on a wrong view of God's 
word. Men pick up a verse here and 
there and fit them in as into a puzzle 
It is a wrong view of God’s word. Sec- 
ond, it is a wrong view of our religion, 
for whatever the religion of Jesus is, it 
is faith, that I should know and trust 
Him—trust God. You know, to me there 
is a strange irreverence, a strange im- 
pertinence of spirit in chose who can so 
misread our Lord’s words. Jesus spoke 
about the future, but he always spoke 
of it in one way, as God's future, and 
he asked us to live in the future, but 
only that it might lead us to live in the 
present, to live in God now. Heaven is 
not some place away over there which I 
will reach when I die. I have got heaven 
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Graveside Service For One 
Without Family or Friends 


Scripture 

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there: 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, 
thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 


Psalm 139:7-10. 


Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
And not one of them shall fall on the 
ground without your father. .... Fear 
not therefore ye are of more value than 
many sparrows. Matthew 10:4. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou are with me. 

Psalm 23:4. 


Committal 

We commend into the hands of the 
Loving Father who gave it, the soul of 
this one departed and we lay this body 
to rest in the warm earth, trusting in 
the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the resurrection and the life. Amen. 


now. Heaven isin me. If God is in me 
now, I have got heaven. If I have not 
got Him, I have got hell. 


Regarding this question I would like 
to say two things. First, Jesus said that 
whatever was in the future or not in the 
future, at least there would be God. I 
can find no possible doctrine of the 
future apart from the character and the 
promises of God. There can be no spir- 
itual message to my soul about the fu- 
ture that is not right in God. If I have 
got God I want to know nothing else 
about the future. I have got the God 
of my Christ. That will do me. Second, 
that since no man knoweth the day nor 
the hour, not even the angels in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father, let each 
of us be ready with our loins girt, lest, 
coming suddenly, he find us slipping. 
Oh, Christ spoke about the future, and 
He wanted it to cast a spotlight for the 
present, but He told me this. If I live in 
Him now I need never fear death. He 
would take away the last fear of death. 
I could keep you tonight telling you one 
or two other things Christ refused to do, 
but I want you to notice this. He honors 
us, he honors our faith, he honors God 
with this word—March straight. He is 
Christ with God, and that is the Christ 
to preach. 


By J. Lewis Kent* 


Or This 
Now the laborer’s task is o’er: 
Now the battle day is past; 
Now upon the farther shore 
Lands the voyager at last. 
Father, in thy gracious keeping 
Leave we now thy servant sleeping. 
Amen. 

—Rev. John Ellerton. 


Prayer and Benediction 


Prayer 

Eternal God, our Loving Father, as 
we stand beside this lonely grave we 
thank Thee that no soul is unknown to 
Thee. Although loved ones are not here 
and friends seem few, we thank Thee 
that Thou are here. Thou art a God 
of love and mercy as well as a God of 
justice. We have commended to thy care 
the soul of this one who has gone. We 
pray now that the day may speedily 
come when the human wreckage of so- 
cial maladjustment may be made im- 
possible. May Thy Kingdom come and 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Benediction 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Fort 
Bragg, California. 


EQUALITY OF MEN BEFORE GOD 


If we are to understand what the New 
Testament means by the equality of men 
before God, we must look at them from 
the New Testament point of view. Those 
of us who have been up in an aeroplane 
know that the higher we fly the less dif- 
ference we see in the elevation of things 
upon the earth. This man’s house is 
plainly higher than that man’s when we 


are on the ground but, two thousand | 


feet up, small difference can we observe. 


Now, the New Testament flies high. It | 


frankly looks from a great altitude at 
the distinctions that seem so important 
on the earth. We say that racial dif- 
ferences are very important—a great gulf 
between Jew and Gentile. We insist that 
cultural traditions make an immense dis- 
tinction—that to be a Scythian or to be 
barbarian is widely separated from being 
Greek. We are sure that the economic 
distinction between bondman and free- 
man is enormous. But all the while these 
superiorities and inferiorities, which we 
magnify, seem from Paul’s vantage point 
not nearly so important or so real as we 
think they are. He is sure about this 


central truth, that God asks no ques- | 


tions about caste or color or race or 
wealth or social station. All men stand 
alike in his presence and in the Christian 
fellowship must be regarded from his 
point of view. From Christianity and 
Progress by Harry Emerson Fosdick; 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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HE average minister wants to be 

a successful pastor, and in vision 

ofttimes he sees the large church 
which will some day replace the 
present church edifice. He sees every 
pew occupied at all services. 

Your dreams will come true if you 
secure the help of a parisih paper 
printed by The National Religious 
Press. Hundreds of ministers testify 
that our parish paper service has 
been the means of building up their 
churches and filling empty pews. 
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‘Weekly Church Bulletins 


that are 


“BETTER EVERY MONTH” 


They are different . . . more inspiring 


, . a wonderful message each and every 
issue . . . more attractive . . . seasonable. 
It will help you knit your congregation 
into a happy, live, working unit. 
A bulletin service that is inexpensive 
Write for your samples today. 
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fi Mother’s Day... jf 


Make the day long to be remembered 
by the mothers and their children of 
your church! 

Attractive announcement folders and 
post cards, special Mother's Day bul- 
letins and souvenirs will aid you in 
preparing the special services in your 
church. 

Without obligation, complete samples 
of our Mother’s Day supplies will be 
sent you upon request. 
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munion Ware, at a low price, be sure 
to ask for information about our 
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Install the Globe Church Earphone Serv- 
ice and your hard of hearing people will 
enjoy to the full your services and the 
music of the church. Globe earphones 
are a needed service in your church. 
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Sunday free trial plan. 





Globe Service installed in First Baptist 
Church, New London, New Hampshire. 
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For BEAUTY and VALUE 


Thousands of churches in all 
parts of the country are en- 
thusiastic about the Sheldon 
All-Aluminum Bulletins. They 
are built to resent day ¥ 
Standards by skilled work- 
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New Book of Worship 


(From page 387) 
and anthems would sing that one theme- 
word. No preaching, no appeal, the peo- 
ple being ministered to through the 
medium of great and beautiful music. I 
built each of these services myself. My 
musicians could execute faultlessly, but 
they lacked the architectural faculty to 
build. We searched through the whole 
world for the best and finest music. My 
contention from the beginning was that 
there should be something familiar in all 
of the great things we used. The radio, 
having given all people the opportunity 
to become more or less familiar with the 
world’s immortal music, we made free 
use of the great arias from the operas, 
the symphonies, the love songs that are 
really religious in their emotional beauty, 
set theme words to them, and harmonized 


| them for the antiphonal choirs. For 


these ten years Peachtree Church has 
been thronged by capacity audiences for 
each of these Evening Bells services. 
The germ of the idea lay in Gen- 


| eral Booth’s explanation of the im- 


| mediate success of his Salvation Army, 





viz: that he had taken the barroom dit- 
ties and the simple street songs of the 
people of the slums of London, and set 
them to Gospel poems; that the Salva- 
tion Army was made as soon as the peo- 
ple began to sing the Gospel set to tunes 
they knew in the Evening Bells service 
of Peachtree. 


The Book of Worship 


The Book of Worship will have six 
divisions, viz: Hymns of Opening Wor- 
ship, Hymns of Continuing Worship, 
Communion Hymns, Hymns for Special 
Days, Songs of these Human Lives of 
Ours, and Hymns of Closing Worship. As 
to the first division, there is available a 
rather good supply of hymns of opening 
worship, though many of them need re- 
vision and substitution of new lines here 
and there. But divisions two and six will 
have to be built of nearly all new mate- 
rial, new hymn-poetry set to tunes that 
will be singable. It is when a modern 
minister comes to look for a hymn that 
is in line with the theme of the service 
he has arranged, or with the sermon he 
is going to preach; or when he comes to 
look for a hymn with which to close his 
sermon, that the pitiful poverty of our 
hymn books is revealed. In my opinion 
a sermon has not fittingly closed until 
the people who have listened to it and 
taken it to heart, have sung together the 
thing that has just been preached. Yet, 
how rare indeed is it possible to find a 


| hymn that fits in with modern thought, 


or expresses in fine poetry the high light 
and heart of any sermon. For example, 
I can recall a dozen sermons which I 
and other ministers have preached about 
God, all of which closed with the quoting 


| of Carruth’s: “Each in His Own Tongue,” 
the last stanza being: 


A picket frozen on duty, 

A mother starved for her brood, 

Socrates drinking the hemlock, 

And Jesus on the rood; 

And millions, who humble and name- 

less, 

The straight, hard pathway have trod: 

Some call it Consecration, 

And others call it God.” 

I have no knowledge of a finer religi- 
ous poem than that, and yet it has never 
appeared in any hymn book I have seen. 
Recall here how Grace Moore stirred the 
heart of the whole world by her singing 
of the old ballad, The Last Rose of 
Summer. What a sweet and movingly 
religious aria that is; and Carruth’s great 
poem can be set to it perfectly, as it can 
also be sung to Sullivan’s, “The Lost 
Chord.” Years of experimentation in the 
wedding of the world’s finest religious 
poetry, and the world’s deathless music, 
into a union of almost overwhelming 
beauty and power, have indeed opened 
up a new epoch in the musical life of 
the Church. 

In addition to this, The Book of Wor- 
ship will also contain fifty-two Orders 
of Morning Worship as they are actually 
used in fifty-two of the outstanding 
churches in America; these to be fol- 
lowed ad lib from week to week, or to 
serve as models to ministers in building 
their own orders of worship. 

I am going to ask the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America to 
name a Commission of ministers of wide 
experience and understanding to work 
out for this book two things upon which 
much has been thought and written, but 
upon which nothing has been done 
definitely, First. to designate the sub- 
jects and themes upon which ministers 
should preach and churches should medi- 
tate in the course of a year. There being 
a recognized science of diatetics, with its 
balanced meals, vitamins and other 
things having to do with the health of 
the body, thoughtful ministers have long 
recognized that there should be interrela- 
tionship, balance and proportion in ser- 
mons; that one sermon should have rela- 
tion to another, and all should move 
toward a definite goal; so that in the 
course of a year the whole life of man 
might be ministered unto. Once the sub- 
jects upon which a minister should 
preach in the course of the year are out- 
lined, then all of the responsive and 
unison Scripture readings will be ar- 
ranged as theme readings, with a foot- 
note designating the hymns that sing 
that theme. 

And, second: to work out in this con- 
nection a Modern Church Year, based 
partly upon the historic and seasonal 
emphasis, and partly upon the vision of 
the modern Church in the world and in 
the life of man today; thus contributing 
to an organic worship that will be 
natural and vital, and working toward 
the greatly-to-be desired organic unity. 
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Real Organs For 
Small Churches 


or not a church wants an organ, be- 

cause even the smallest congregations 
have ambitions of some day owning one. 
For hundreds of years the pipe organ has 
been the recognized musical instrument 
of the Church. Its origin, of course, 
dates back to great antiquity; the flute, 
which is a component part thereof, is 
one of the most ancient of musical in- 
struments. It is pictured on the walls 
of early Egyptian tombs; specimens of 
it, still in playable condition, have been 
unearthed and can be seen in our muse- 
ums. The organ of to-day represents the 
development of over two thousand years 
and the skill of countless inventors, de- 
signers and artists. In recent years spe- 
cial effort has been put forth to give the 
small churches the same musical ad- 
vantages as those enjoyed by large 
congregations, with the result that high 
grade organs are being produced at 
prices heretofore unheard of. Several 
advertisers in Church Management offer 
such small organs. 


Never in history has there been such 
tremendous interest displayed in small 
organs. Builders have come to realize 
that every church wants an organ and 
not all of them can afford to invest thou- 
sands of dollars. Hundreds of organs 
are being sold, yet thousands of churches 
either know nothing of these creations, 
or they feel that the price is too low to 
make possible the production of a good 
organ. Proper publicity will make known 
the fact that quality organs are avail- 
able at attractive prices and a demon- 
stration will convince the most sceptical 
that these instruments are well built, 
finely voiced and in general ideal for the 
Church Service. 


There are several questions which 
should receive particular mention be- 
cause they are raised in many instances: 


Are these organs expensive to operate? 

Only % H.P. motors are required to 
supply the wind, therefore the operating 
cost is very low—about the same as 
burning a 200 watt bulb. 

If the church is not heated during the 
week, will the organ be harmed? 

There is available to-day an organ 
action, which eliminates the thin pneu- 
matic leathers generally used, so that 
temperature has no effect whatsoever 
upon the mechanism. It will withstand 
the cold equally as well as any other 
furnishing in the church. If one felt 
disposed to play this modern organ in 
zero temperature, it would not fail to 


Tort can be no doubt as to whether 


By C. J. Zimmermann 


perform as efficiently as under normal 
conditions. 
Will the cold affect the tuning? 


An organ goes out of tune because the 
materials of which pipes are made con- 
tract and expand, but when considering 
that services are not held in cold church- 
es, there is no need to be concerned. 
The moment the temperature is some- 
where near normal, the organ is again 
in tune. In very large organs costing 
thousands of dollars, there are sensitive 
sets of pipes included and these of course 
call for greater care, but this does not 
hold true with smaller organs. They are 
designed so as to keep tuning and main- 
tenance costs down to a minimum. A 
vast number of organs have been in use 
for three and four years without the 
slightest attention. 

Is the maintenance expense an item 
to be considered? 

Due to the very simple construction 
employed, action and other troubles are 
almost unknown. These items of upkeep 
have been grossly exaggerated in an 
effort to discredit the organ and to fur- 
ther the sale of the so-called electric 
organs. 

How is it possible to get a good in- 
strument at such low prices? 

This is where the ingenuity of the 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


organ builder enters into consideration. | 


He simplified his action and the general 
construction to such an extent that costs 
were greatly reduced. 
Is the quality of material and the voic- 
ing equivalent to that of large organs? 
Yes, provided you are dealing with a 


responsible builder who has only one | 


quality. 

For what sized churches will these 
smaller organs be adequate? 

Much depends upon the acoustical 
properties, but the following will serve 
as a general guide: 


Seating Capacity Cost of Organ 
75-150 $ 820.00 
150-225 $ 995.00 
225-350 $1195.00 
350-400 from $1375.00 to $1545.00 
400-450 from $1575.00 to $1750.00 
450-500 from $1750.00 to $2000.00 


Must our organist 
musician to play it? 

No. If he or she 
or reed organ, no difficulty will be ex- 
perienced in becoming acquainted with 
the organ. Moreover, there is an easy 
book of organ numbers available now, 


be an accomplished 


has played a piano | 





| 
' 
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Here is a beautiful up-to-date Regis- 
ter that should have a place in the foyer 
of your church. 

Invite strangers and newcomers to re- 
cord their names and addresses. It helps 
break the ice for church ushers and 
makes guests feel your welcome. You 
will be surprised at the end of the year 
to see how many people outside your 
congregation have enjoyed your services. 

Book is in loose-leaf style so that pages 
can be removed for follow-up calls and 
mailings. 

Available in two styles. A rich Span- 
ish Brown or Deep Red Color. Front 
cover embossed in gold and name of your 
church can be added if desired at only a 
small additional charge. 


Size 91% x 11% inches. 


Binder complete with one hundred 
sheets attractively ruled. No crowding 
of names—opens flat and easy to write. 


Good ledger stock. Re-fills can be ob- 


tained at any time. 
coe PRICES ..« 


Spanish Brown Binder complete with 
OME MUNGPEE GNECEE os. cecceccscecs 


Deep Red Binder complete with one 
hundred sheets 


Embossing name of church on front cover 
30¢ additional. 


eMAIL THIS COUPON TODAY « 


Church World Press, Inc. 
Auditorium Building 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Send Guest Register: 
(Brown) (Red) 








Remittance is enclosed. (Carriage charges are 
paid on all orders accompanied by remittance. 
If order is to be billed, postage is added.) Satis- 
faction is guaranteed. Return privilege with 
full refund if not entirely satisfactory. 
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Our (hur ch ¢ THE NEW BOOKLET MEMBERSHIP Church 
CERTIFICATE furnishes both a cer- 
tificate of membership and a brief reading course on the Church 
IT BUILDS UNDERSTANDING AND LOYALTY Chapters 
l. The Birth of the 
: : ; Church. 
ERE is something new which offers a unique service to 2. A First Century 
churches. It contains sixteen pages and covers. The first , ge Church 
inside page has an attractive certificate of membership. In the " History. 
following pages are brief, instructive readings on the history of 4. a -s 
the church and the obligations of church membership. The min- 5. The Hour of 
ister may use the manual as an outline for instruction. When the . bn Peo. 
course is completed the certificate may be filled out and given the " gram in Your 
new member who has used the book. For adults the booklet gy 
makes a worth while reading course to follow the membership. of Church Mem 
It will make an attractive book on the living room table. bership. 
8. How the Local 
Prices: 20c each; 6 copies for $1.00. — iii 
Envelopes included. 9. The World-Wide 
Work of the 
Church. 
10. The Church and 
* % “ee . the Social Order. 
CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio 1). The Freedom ai 
the Christian. 
12. The Great Faith 
of the Christian. 
BE READY for for | showing the registration for small organs an electronic instrument is a mechanical 





> Opportunity! 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 
(estab. 1896) has enabled hun- 
dreds of ministers to complete 
their university work by cor- 
respondence. Competent fac- 
ulty. Individual instruction. 


‘ Reasonable fees . . . Write for further 





information and catalog. 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 


IRVINGTON, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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Cap ano Gown Company 
366 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 

Columbus, Ohio 


Chicago, Hlinois 


Champaign, II. 








Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
— at low prices. Glasses $1.00 
Pere | Se 
eautifu ee 
Aluminum, Wood and Silver- —~ 
Services. Collection & Bread ppnted —" 8 Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service, Box Lima, Ohio 





exclusively. 

Is much space required for placement? 

"Very little indeed, in fact about 5’-6”x 
| 5’6” will suffice for the smaller organs. 
They can also be fitted into an odd room, 
tower or special chamber and the console 
detached. 

Is the blower noisy and hard to locate? 

The blower is very quiet, in fact may 
be enclosed within the organ. Connec- 
| tions are made with a regular cord, as 
one would connect an electric iron or 
extension cord. 
| How do the small organs compare with 

the so-called electric organs? 

There is no comparison because the 
organ is genuine whereas the other is 
an electronic. Pipe organ tones can 
emanate only from organ pipes. There 
is a vast difference between tones pro- 
duced by organ pipes and tones created 
electrically. Organ building is an art— 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion Linens 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


( PY BET era ata INT 
COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23RD STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 















device. 

Pages could be written on the subject, 
however, the foregoing will provide some 
general idea of what has been accom- 
plished in the building of pipe organs 
which will serve every need. Briefly, the 
important things to bear in mind are: 


An organ is not expensive. 
It is easy to install. 
Keeping it in tune is NOT a prob- 
lem. 

4. Cost of upkeep is low. 

5. Installation is simple. 

6. Easy to play. 

Finally, see and hear one of the new 
small organs and judge for yourself 


whether or not it has any merit. 


al od 


NOT ENOUGH DEEP RELIGION 


Every summer when I go up to my 
Maine island I find some trees that have 
blown down—too many branches above 
ground and not enough rootage below 
ground. And every fall when I come 
back to New York I find some lives that 
have broken down for the same reason— 
too much strain, not enough staunch- 
ness; too much modern life, not enough 
deep religion. Some of you who are not 
conventionally religious but who do care 
about the moral welfare of this nation 
may well listen to John Ruskin on the 
downfall of Venice. “The decline,” he 
says, “of her political prosperity was 
exactly coincident with that of domestic 
and individual religion.” Just so! What 


| about the church in your house? 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DIAMONDS 


BOLLER 














RIGHT USE OF SUFFERING 


There are sick-rooms which it is a 
privilege to visit. You may know that 
the place is a scene gf excruciating pain; 
but on the pillow there lies a sweet, pa- 
tient face; the voice is cheerful and 
thankful; and, instead of being self- 
absorbed, the mind is full of unselfish 
thoughts for others. I recall the de- 
scription given by a friend of one such 
invalid’s chamber, which used to be filled 
with the most beautiful cheerfulness and 
activity. At a certain time of year you 
might see in it quite an exhibition of 
stockings, pinafores, dresses and other 
pretty things, prepared for the children 
of a mission-school in India. By think- 
ing of the needs of those children far 
away the invalid not only kept her own 
sufferings at bay, but created for herself 
delightful connections with God’s work 
and God’s people. Yet she was one who 
might easily have asserted the right to 
do nothing, and have taxed the patience 
and the services of those by whom she 
was surrounded. From The Trial and 
Death of Jesus Christ by James Stalker; 
Doubleday, Doran & Company. 


THE IMPULSION TO SHARE 
JESUS CHRIST 


Mary Reed has stimulated thousands 
to prayer and to greater consecration. It 
was in 1891 that this young American 
missionary suddenly awakened to the ap- 
palling fact that she had contracted 
leprosy while in India. Taking this as a 
sign of God’s will for her life, she has, 
even to the present time, devoted her 
life to work among the lepers. 

At the heart of the missionary enter- 
prise is the conviction that the greatest 
need of mankind is to know God and 
Jesus Christ whom He has sent. Its pas- 
sionate yearning is that others should 
have the experience of the priceless 
treasure that is in Him. It is the im- 
pulsion to share Jesus Christ that above 
all other things leads to the determina- 
tion, heroism, and sacrifice that charac- 
terize the Christian enterprise of world 
friendship. From Building With India 
by Daniel Johnson Fleming; Missionary 
Education Movement of the United States 
and Canada. : 


GLORYING IN WEAKNESSES 


When General William Booth was a 
very old man, his eyesight failed him, 
and the treatment given him proved in- 
effective. It fell to his son, Bramwell, to 
break the news to the veteran leader 
that he must abandon hope of seeing 
again. He received the statement calm- 
ly, and after a little silence said: “Bram- 
well, I have done what I could for God 
and for the people with my eyes. Now 
I shall do what I can for God and for 
the people without my eyes.”’ This is the 
same faith which led Paul to acquiesce in 
his “stake in the flesh.” He prayed earn- 
estly to be freed from that impediment 
to service; but when this was denied, he 
not only still persevered, but persevered 
with good grace: “Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in my weaknesses, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.” From What Is There In Religion? 








Paul F. Boller 





If from the affliction somewhere do 
not grow 

Honor which could not else have 
been, a faith, 

An elevation and a sanctity; 

If new strength be not given, nor old 
restored, 

The blame is ours, not God’s. 

—Rev. Samuel Johnson. 











by Henry Sloane Coffin; The Macmillan 
Company. 


SYMPATHY THROUGH SUFFERING 


Here is a man who was harsh in his 
judgments, cynical, concerning .the virtue 
of humanity, often cutting and unkind 
in his wit. One day news was brought 
that the son he loved best had been killed 
in a drunken brawl. The old man al- 
most died of grief. But gradually he 
came back to life; and when he had 
made a full return to normal living he 
was altogether a changed man. None 
was so generous as he before human 
nature; none so ready to believe in the 
ultimate good of questionable character; 
and henceforth his humour only healed 
wounds, it never again made them. I 
knew that man. Here, again, is a woman 
who was clever, with charm, limiting her 
friendship to a few, self-indulgent, just 
missing being selfish. One day her baby 
died—a child full of promise. It seemed 
as if she would never smile again; but 
for her too life came back in its normal 
phases, and when it came she was a 
changed character. Her old friends had 
difficulty in finding her, for she was 
busied over lonely and desolate people, 
particularly mothers of little children. 
Her old self-sufficiency had gone, and in 
its place appeared a beauty of unselfish- 
ness, which shone through her face, espe- 
cially when she was moved to sympathy. 
The old charm was still one of her 
characteristics, but it was lifted into a 
rare graciousness which made people for- 
get to admire her, because instinctively 
they gave her their love. That person, 
too, I knew. From In Time of Sorrow 
by Charles Lewis Slattery; The Macmil- 
lan Company. 


THE PASSING OF A BEAUTIFUL 
CHARACTER 


Bede was the most famous scholar of 
his time in Western Europe. The account 
of his dying effort to complete the task 
he had set himself ranks high in the 
records of Christian heroism. As he lay 
on his death-bed, he was dictating to his 
scribe a translation of John’s Gospel. “I 
don’t want my boys to read a lie,” he 
said, “or to work to no purpose after 
Iam gone.” (By “boys” he meant those 
who had sat at his feet to drink in the 
learning he provided in such rich meas- 
ure.) But he was suffering much, so 
that those watching him urged him to 
rest. All night he lay awake in thanks- 
giving. As day dawned, he commanded 
that further progress in the work of 
translation should be made. “There re- 
mains but one chapter, master,” said the 
scribe presently, “but it seems very hard 
for you to speak.” “Nay,” said Bede; 
“take up thy pen and write quickly.” 
Amid blinding tears the young scribe 
wrote on. Only one sentence remained. 
Bede dictated it. “It is finished, master,” 
cried the youth triumphantly. “Ay, it is 
finished,” echoed the dying saint in re- 
ply; “lift me up, place me at the window 
of my cell where I have so often prayed 
to God. Now glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!” 
and with these words the spirit of a 
beautiful character passed into the Eter- 
nal Presence. From The Lamp of Truth 
by H. J. Dale; T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh, 


THE NARROW WAY 


“Straight is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life.” The Sec- 
ond Book of Esdras, in the Apocrypha, 
has a fine picture of a noble city reached 
by one narrow road. The writer points 
out that citizens of the place love the 
open spaces of the city, not the narrow- 
ness of the road that leads to it. As he 
puts it of travelers thither, “The right- 
eous shall suffer strait things and hope 
for wide.” 

The Christian religion is often criticized 
today for its narrowness. It is said to 
forbid our wandering freely afield in this 
pleasant world. Why quarrel with this 
criticism or even attempt to deny it? 
No discoverer, scholar, artist, inventor, 
scientist, prophet, statesman has ever 
realized his ambition without paying the 
initial price of a necessary narrowness. 
Only superficial persons can allow them- 
selves the doubtful luxury of a too toler- 
ant morality and a too lenient self-indul- 
gence. 

A right-minded Christian accepts the 
strait things just because he “hopes for 
wide.” From The Fellowship of Prayer, 
1937, by Willard L. Sperry; The Commis- 
sion on Evangelism and Devotional Life. 


“LOVEST THOU ME?” 


“Lovest thou me?” was the first and 
last question of Christ to his apostles, 
and it is his first and last question to 
men today. May our answer to this 
challenging question be that of a young 
college student, of whom I read in my 
own college days, who, uninterested in 
art as such, was persuaded by his mother 
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your chancel. Add a piece 
each year... under the 
“Kunditz Plan,” step by step, 
and never in debt. Write 
for a beautiful brochure 
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HENRY KECK 


Stained Glass Studios 


1010 W. Genesee St. 


Syracuse, N. Y 

—, 

We make all types of stained glass windows 
for churches. Original designs. 


Send us the sizes and shapes vf your | 
windows and we will submit quotations. 
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FTER discussing the pros and cons 
Az the average Sunday school and 
church picnic in a course on 
| church centered recreation, the writer 
recently had the opportunity to again 
test some of his theories at the Annual 
Picnic of the Sunday school and Church 
of St. Paul’s Evangelical Church, Peters- 
burg, Illinois. 

With an ideal environment, a place 
where there were all the necessary facil- 
ities for worship, fellowship, meals, play, 
and general comfort, and with the 
weather in its most gracious mood, two 
most important adjuncts of a successful 
picnic were already at hand. 

We began at 10:30 in the morning 
'with an outdoor unified service of the 
church and Sunday school. The regular 
Children’s story was amplified and visu- 
alized to take the place of the Sunday 
school lesson. Thus both children and 
adults remained together throughout the 
entire morning. The service was cor- 
related to the theme of the day through 
the sermon which dealt with the sub- 
ject: “The Church at Play.” An at- 
tempt was made to show the importance 
of play for the development of genuine 
|church fellowship. 

A pot-luck dinner followed. The 
mothers had all brought one main dish 
and a box of sandwiches, which, with the 
coffee provided by the women’s union, 
satisfied the physical wants of everyone 
with an ample and a varied menu. 

Before the afternoon activities began, 
two persons were delegated to divide the 
entire group into two sides by giving 
them either a red or a blue ribbon. For 
the balance of the day the Democans 
contested in every game against the Re- 
publicrats. An official scorekeeper evalu- 
ated every contest on the basis of the 


*St. Paul’s Evangelical Church, Petersburg, 
Illinois. 





This Picnic Was Successful 


By Roland Mernitz* 


Don’t stop reading this as soon as you learn that the picnic was 

held on Sunday. There are ideas m it for those churches which 

approve of Sunday picnics, of course. But many of the suggestions 
are equally adaptable to the other days of the week. 


score of the game and the number of 
persons participating in it from each 
side. In the evening all scores were 
totaled and every person on the winning 
side was given a prize, an ice cream bar. 
No other prizes were given except to 
children under eight, who competed for 
individual glory as well as for their sides. 
Non-prize winners in this group were 
permitted to take part in a free “fish- 
pond”, so all were treated equally. 

The games were of such a nature and 
arranged so that every person could take 
part in one or the other. They included 
a Snow Shoe Race, Sponge and Balloon 
Volley ball, Soft Ball for both men and 
women, and Stick Tennis. Several sets 
of Horseshoes, a Ring Toss and a Washer 
Throw set were available for the use of 
the older men especially. The ladies 
played Faba-Gaba, Do-Do, 101 or Bust, 
Box Board, and Ring Toss. All these 
games were also used by the children 
and young people.** 

After a pause when ice cream and 
lemonade were served all, an exciting 
Spelling Match, using Alphabet Cards, 
closed the competition, with the Re- 
publicrats victorious over the Democans. 

At twilight a short vesper song serv- 
ice closed the day at the picnic grounds. 
Each hymn was preceded with the story 
of its origin, and so such hymns as “The 
Old Rugged Cross,” “Brightly Beams Our 
Father’s Mercy,” “For the Beauty of the 
Earth,” and the spiritual, “Steal Away to 
Jesus” were given a new meaning to the 
worshippers. After a prayer and the 
singing of “taps,” the crowd slowly dis- 
persed, this day having set a new stand- 
ard for the local church in future Church 
Picnics. 


**Directions for making and playing any of 
these games will be sent those who include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope vith their re- 
quest.) 








to visit an art gallery where a great pic- 
ture was being exhibited. After study- 
ing the masterpiece from every angle, 
the young man turned to go. One of the 
attendants, who had watched his inter- 
est and eagerness, said to him: “It is a 
great picture.” “Yes,” said the lad, “it 
is a great picture, and it is so well 
named.” Then he went back and looked 
again upon the face on the canvass and 
with softened voice uttered these words: 
“O Jesus of Nazareth, thou Savior of the 
world; if there is anything I can do to 
help you in the great work you are doing 
in the world, count on me! Count on 
me!” 





TEMPTATIONS UPWARD 

Let one say this in particular about 
New York City. One hears, till one is 
weary, about the temptations of New 
York. I celebrate them. With joy I 
celebrate the temptations of New York: 
temptations to music, to art, to social 
service, to the support of interracial 
goodwill and international concord. Here 
where the currents of the world flow 
through, how can men and women live 
thinking only of temptation downward 
when there are so many alluring tempta- 
tions upward? From The Secret of Vic- 
torious Living by Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
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DEDICATING A LECTERN 


The following lines were used in dedi- 
cating a new lectern for the chancel of 
Friedens Evangelical Church, Blooming- 
ton, Illinois. 


MINISTER: The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God; 

CONGREGATION: But those things 
which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children forever, that we may do 
all the words of the law. 

MINISTER: By every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live. 

CONGREGATION: And it shall be 
for a sign unto thee upon thine hand 
and for a memorial between thine eyes, 
that the Lord’s law may be in thy mouth. 

MINISTER: Thy testimonies are sure; 

CONGREGATION: I will hear what 
God the Lord will speak; for he will 
speak peace unto his people and to his 
saints. 

MINISTER: O send out thy light and 
thy truth; 

CONGREGATION: Let them lead me; 
let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 
and to thy tabernacles. 

MINISTER: Unto the praise of the 
Lord God, our Father. 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this 
lectern. 

MINISTER: Unto the reading of Thy 
Word. 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this 
lectern. 

MINISTER: Unto the declaring of 
Thy will to all people. 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this 
lectern, O Father. 

MINISTER: Into consecrated service 


and devotion to the will of God. 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this 
lectern, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 








ML. need 
Candle 


Flame 


Lamps 


extend an 
—" 


~Jreeting to your congregation 


® Nalco Candle Flame Lamps beautify the 
church interior with their soft mellow 
candle glow at any time. 

®But it is particularly effective to fit altar 
lights, candelabra and all other candle 
type fixtures with them for Easter Services. 

®Their symbolic and dignified appearance 
(hardly distinguishable from an actual 
candle) will create the ideal setting for 
services at this period. 

@Candle Flame Lamps are economical to 
use, burning only 6 to 7 watts and are 
guaranteed for 1000 hours life. 

@ Write for full details. 25¢ with your in- 
quiry will bring sample lamp. 


North American Electric Lamp Co. 
1153-F South Broadway St. Louis, Mo. 

















397 





IN MULTIPLIED SMALL Guess 
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Collects 10 Dimes 296 BROADWAY 


Are Financial Resources 


To Help Your Cause 


Our Dime Inlay Booklets 
Offer the Simple Method 


e INEXPENSIVE 


Proved by many ... Churches, Sunday 
Schools, Societies, Missionary Boards, 


Hospitals, Clubs, Lodges 
and other Organizations 


Let them work for you 


| 
| All are printed in 
é colors. 


Send for Descriptive Folder. 


GOODENOUGH 
—§ WOGLOM Co. 


Dept. 2 
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THE ANSWER OF FAITH 


Somewhere I have read the story of a 
young atheist who was touring England. 
He had just graduated from college, and 


he seemed to feel that it was his particu- | 


lar duty to rid the world of what he 
called this Christ superstition. He trav- 
elled by caravan, and every evening it 
was his custom to harangue all who 
would stop to listen. One night he was 


| surrounded by a larger crowd than usual, 


and he waxed very eloquent, utterly an- 
nihilating the claims of Christianity, as 
he fondly believed. So sure was he of his 
ground that he issued a challenge to the 
congregation to throw off once and for 


| all the thraldom of One, of whose very 


existence some men were in the gravest 
doubt. The answer of this humble Chris- 


| tion audience was the spontaneous sing- 


ing of a favorite evangelistic hymn of | 


the period, sung as in one shout of tri- 


| umphant faith. Skeptics, agnostics and 





atheists may come and go, as the genera- 
tions pass away, but the exuberant, liv- 


| ing faith of the Christian Church an- 


swers with one common voice in the 
words of Whittier: 


“O Lord and Master of us all 
Whate’er our name or sign, 

We own Thy sway, we hear Thy call, 
We test our lives by Thine. 

We faintly hear, we dimly see, 
In differing phrase we pray; 

But dim or clear we own in Thee, 
The Light, the Trust, the Way.” 


From Thou Art the Christ by A. A. 
Acton; Fleming H. Revell Company. 














MOTION PICTURES 


For Your Church 
16mm and 35mm SILENT and SOUND 
Also 


PROJECTORS OF ALL KINDS FUR- 
NISHED WITH NO CASH PAYMENT 
IF YOU BOOK YOUR PICTURES 
FROM US 


16 Years Serving the Churches 
Send for FREE Catalogue— 


IDEAL PICTURES CORP. 
30 East 8th Steet CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





— PULPIT GOWNS — 


CASSOCKS AND SURPLICES, CHOIR 
VESTMENTS, ALTAR LINENS, 
PARAMENTS, MATERIALS BY THE 
YARD, DESIGNS, ETC., TAILORING. 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


392 FIFTH AVENUE, at 36th Street NEW YORK 











MOVIE EQUIPMENT. Complete 
Stock. New and Faetory Rebulit 
Moving Pieture Machines, = 
Equipment, Sereens, Booths, Opers 
c . Stereopticons, 
Film Cabinets, Portable Projectors, 
M. P. Cameras, Generator Sets, 
Reflecting Are Lamps, Carbons, 
Tickets, Mazda Lamps and Supplies 
Send for Free Catalogue ‘‘G.”’ 


MOVIE SUPPLY CO., LTD. 
844 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


HURCH FURNITURE z | 
——- Church and Sunday School 














actory to You. Fine catalog free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1163 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 
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SET WITH COLLAPSIBLE ALTAR 


The solution to the problem of “having a churchly atmosphere in the 
home or hospital while administering Holy Communion.” A Communion 
Set featuring a practical Miniature Altar, so compact in design that it closes 
into a case 4 inches x 5 inches x 4% inches. 

As may be observed from the photograph, the front wall hinges at the 
base and when lowered two candlesticks (with genuine beeswax candles) 
and crucifix may be raised, forming a very attractive altar. 

The flagon, chalice, paten and host-box are finished in Rhodium Plate 
(tarnish proof) thus eliminating constant polish before using. The case is 
lined with purple colored plush and covered with a durable Morocco-Grained 


Imitation Leather. 


with each set. 


Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 


Cross may be had with or without corpus. 
Price: Set complete, $30.00 net. 
Additional Beeswax Candles: 

Stole obtainable at $2.50 extra. 


Altar Alone with (Black Morocco-Grained Case), $12.00. 


e NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Three finger linens included 
50 Cents per dozen. 


7 SPRUCE STREET, 209 SO. STATE ST. 


@ “CHICAGO, ILL. 




















GOWNS 


FOR THE 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes, write 
to America’s oldest and 
largest manufacturer. 


Cotrell and Leonard 
Est. 1832 Inc. 1935 
398 Broadway, Albany, N. Y. 
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« CHOIR GOWNS 
PULPIT ROBES 


NATIONAL ACADEMIC cAP , GOWN co. 


ELPHIA,PA 








McCarthy & Simon, Inc. 


ESTABLISHED 1912 


MANUFACTURING SPECIALISTS 


7-9 West 36th St., New York 
Just off Fifth Avenue 


Finest Custom Tailored 


PULPIT AND CHOIR GOWNS 


Write for Samples and Prices 





Cinfel ere AS 
BULPIT VESTMENTS 

Hangings Ornaments-Fringes- 
‘Furnishings and Supplies: 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 





uipit GOWNS 
Pulpit 

Bible Markers, etc. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
reasonable prices. State your 
meeds. Catalog and samples on 
request. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1161 S. 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 


Hangings, 















































I’M BEWILDERED 
Editor, Church Management: 

Fifteen years ago when I entered the 
ministery I had a lot of ideas as to how 
a minister should attack this sin business 
and hold up the standard of our Lord. 

In those days we blazed away at all 
the evils we could think about and while 
we didn’t whitewash the sinners nor 
blackball the saints we had great sweep- 
ing revivals and the very first year of 
our ministery there were about five hun- 
dred people came forward to the old 
fashioned mourners’ benches down in the 
hills of Southern Ohio and confessed 
Christ as their Savior. This, we think, is 
just about the greatest thrill that can 
come to a minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But the social status has changed since 
those Good Old Days and we are all be- 
wildered and trying to adjust our think- 
ing along new channels and yet we feel 
so reluctant to let go and are asking for 
advice from those whom we feel can 
guide us rightly. 

Our personal convictions against mod- 
ern forms of amusement have always 
been “Agin ’Em,” Yep, we are one of 
those fellows who’s “agin it’ and now we 
know that spoils this article for you. 

We've preached ‘agin’ card playing and 
dancing and Sunday movies and the Lord 
only knows what else and the above re- 
sults of the thing we call conversion were 
achieved under this sort of “THOU 
SHALT NOT” preaching. 

But now we're clean flabbergasted. 
Mr. F. D. Roosevelt, our good President, 
always has a birthday in January and 
far and wide the cry goes over the land 
to dance at F.D.R.’s birthday balls so 
that little crippled children can dance 
with renewed health obtained from the 
money thus gained in this way. 

The good State of Ohio pays its aged 
people a pension, but the money that is 
used to pay this pension is obtained from 
the liquor tax of the good state of Ohio. 

The little town in which I live has a 
woman’s club that gives a big high 
school dance every year to get money 
to keep the village library a-going. 

Now here is where I’m puzzled. If I 
dare to preach against dancing as I have 


in the past I am depriving little crippled 
children the opportunity to get health 
and strength. If I preach against liquor 
I am robbing my old dad and mother 
who are living off of a liquor tax pension. 
If I criticize the ladies’ club in my town 
I am robbing the public library of much 
needed replenishment. 

Am I going to have to quit lambasting 
sin and preach merely a social gospel? 
Shall I change my style and preach only 
sermons that exalt Christ? 

I don’t want to be guilty of robbing 
children of health. I don’t want to de- 
prive our aged from their income. I 
don’t want to hinder the work of our 
library. 

Dear Mr. Leach will you please find 
someone who can set my feet on the 
right path. 

PLEASE. 

Charley Grant, 
Sevenmile, Ohio. 


A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM 
Editor, Church Management: 

Recently a young man died following 
a@ serious operation. He was a close 
friend of the writer’s family and a faith- 
ful, efficient leader in his church. As a 
result of this death, the minister’s wife 
was called upon to supply for a teacher 
in the village High School. This left a 
three and one-half year old child in care 
of the minister. 

The minister wished to call in that 
home and took the child with him. It 
was a problem to know whether it would 
not be the best if the child were not 
permitted to view the deceased whom the 
child had known. The minister decided 
that the child would probably be shocked 
by the first sight of death in one he 
knew and should be spared that ordeal. 
However a relative of the deceased 
wished the child to view the body and 
by virtue of circumstances no objection 
was raised by the minister. 

Fortunately, the child did not recog- 
nize the features of the deceased and 
asked the question that suggested this 
paper, “Who is that sleeping there?” It 


(Turn to page 401) 





Baissea 
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In A New Deal Age 


Horse and Buggy Morals 





Here is a Problem, You, Mr. Preacher, Must Face 


severe tongue lashing to a father who thought 
that his daughter was violating certain moral 
proprieties. 

“The young people of today don’t begin to have 
a good time until after eleven o’clock,” said the 
judge. “And a cigarette never hurt any girl. The 
trouble with you is that you are living in a horse 
and buggy age.” 

There are a good many of us who have supported 
the economic policies of the new deal who are be- 
ginning to fear that it is impossible to sustain horse 
and buggy personal morality in a new social era. 

A lawyer has recently discussed with me a di- 
vorce suit which he is defending. The husband is 
suing the wife charging adultery. 

“There is no question but that she is technically 
guilty,” he said. “But that is not the whole story. 
It was through her husband that she was intro- 
duced to the fast social life. Through him she 
joined that circle where personal moralities are 
laughed at and a freedom in sex relationships taken 
as a matter of course. Both husband and wife have 
been unfaithful according to the letter of the law. 
But can one conscientiously sue the woman, charg- 
ing adultery, when the spirit of the group, encour- 
aged by the new age, makes adultery the practice 
rather than the exception?” 

Just how much has the new deal got to do with 
the passing of the horse and buggy morality and 
the rising tide of indifference to moral authority? 
On all sides we see evidences of drunkenness, licen- 
tiousness, gambling, gaming and the accompanying 
vices. There can be little question regarding the 
liquor situation. That belongs right on the front 
porch of the present administration. Repeal was 
its baby; the liquor industry seems to enjoy a pro- 
tection from it not granted to any other business. 

On the other subjects I want to quote a few 
paragraphs direct from that sportsmen’s journal 
The Police Gazette. It is from the issue of Septem- 
ber 1936, urging the re-election of Mr. Roosevelt. 
Here is the argument. 

“And here, sporting people of America, is what 
it (the re-election of Mr. Roosevelt) means to you: 

“The first signs of returning prosperity are evi- 
denced at the baseball parks and race tracks of the 
country. 

“Kighty thousand people jammed a New York 
ball park for the Louis-Schmeling fight. 

“There isn’t a barroom in the country that isn’t 
doing business and the breweries are running to 
capacity.” 


A New York judge recently administered a 


* * * * 


“He’s a sporting man, himself, this president and 
the father of sporting sons.” 
* * ok ok 


— that’s the pay-off. What more could we 
as is 

Many of us are beginning to fear that this truly 
is the “‘pay-off.”” We have rejoiced with much of 








We have 
been glad for an administration which has sought 


the social liberalism of the new deal. 


social justice and economic equality for all. But 
there comes, with the passing of the months, more 
and more evidence that the passing of the old eco- 
nomics means the passing of the old ideals of per- 
sonal chastity, temperance and thrift. And we think 
that the time has come when we should call on the 
President to tell us just where he stands on these 
things. 
William H. Leach 


The Right To Private Property 


OCIAL movements in the United States are fast 
S approaching that issue where the main ques- 

tion, and a most elementary one, is the right of 
the individual or the corporation to own property 
for itself. Back of the argument for private own- 
ership are the ages of Roman, English and Ameri- 
can law all of which pre-suppose such a right. On 
the other side is the social passion which cries for 
the application of the wealth of the world for a 
more just social order. 

Two instances which seem to involve this ques- 
tion are, first, that in Pennsylvania where unem- 
ployed miners, with the apparent consent of the 
state government mine coal from corporation- 
owned property and sell it to the customer. Their 
moral defense is that God placed the coal in the 
ground and it, therefore, is not the property of the 
corporations which have the legal deed to the land. 
The second instance is the sit-down strikes where 
the strikers keep possession of the factories of the 
employer companies while they press their claims 
for recognition of the industrial union. The ulti- 
mate question is, whether or not, the company has 
a right to own the building and the machines. 

We are more interested, at this time, in pointing 
out the issue than taking one side or the other. It 
would be well to see where the philosophy of the 
employees logically leads if applied to the various 
phases of social life. 

The farmer may have neighbors who, for one 
reason or another, have no cows and no horses. 
The farmer comes home one night to find his 
neighbor milking his cows. 

In his defense the neighbor uses the philosophy 
of the unemployed coal miners. 

“God gave the cows to the world, not merely to 
you. My family needs milk. So we have come for 
Si 

Next perhaps John Citizen will come home and 
find his wife and children sitting in the street while 
some one else is occupying the house which he 
worked and paid for. He protests. But the answer 
is quickly forthcoming. 

“Why should you and your family enjoy a house 
while mine is without. God never planned that so 
we are taking yours.” 
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These two illustration are based on the instance 
of the unemployed miners and not the sit-down 
strike. That is rather an issue between owner and 
employee. The employee feeling that labor condi- 
tions are unjust simply takes over the property 
while he is trying to better his own condition. It 
would parallel the case of the hired man locking the 
farmer out of the barn or of the kitchen maid tak- 
ing possession of the kitchen while refusing to 
work. 

Church Management desires but to point out two 
things, leaving any conclusions to the reader. The 
first has been emphasized. It is that the right to 
private property is being challenged. The second 
is closely allied to it. It is that private property 
antedates the capitalistic system. The two things 
—private property and capitalism—should be kept 
distinct in our thinking. Many of us who hold no 
brief for capitalism do feel the need of sustaining 
the idea of private property as emphasized under 
English law. 

It may seem a far stretch from the factories of 
Michigan to my little home. But if once the right 
to private property is questioned the distance is not 
so far as one, at first, may think. 


The Editor Becomes A Pastor 


N one of the early issues of Church Management 

| it was stated that the magazine was edited for 

pastors by a pastor. At that time the editor 
had no intentions of getting into an editorial job 
which would take his full time. But for some 
ten years his preaching has been as a guest 
preacher. But now again he becomes a pastor. 

A group of people in the little community of 
Mayfield Heights, Ohio, want a church. They have 
organized a Sunday School and have been holding 
church services. But they have still to build a 
church roll or to incorporate as a religious body. 

In order to make it possible for the editor to 
become their pastor they have engaged a social 
worker who will do most of the pastoral work. 
The oversight, the administrative leadership and 
the services of worship are the responsibility of 
the editor. 

The work must start from the group up. Now 
there is just a group of people. The services are 
held in a school house. Class and group meetings 
are held in the homes. The experiment should 
break down the criticism that the editor of Church 
Management is interested only in the problems of 
the large church. 

One feature of this work we rather think is 
prophetic. That is the supplementing of the labor 
of a part-time pastor through the services of a 
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social worker. It looks logical to us. And it seems 
to be getting good results. We commend that 
idea to you. 


Is The Morning Service an Adequate Test? 


HE member percentage of attendance has 
T slipped, in the past generation, so far as the 

average church service is concerned. This is 
generally conceded. The only denomination we 
know which has made an actual study of attendance 
figures is the Congregationalist. These would in- 
dicate that an attendance of 25% of the members 
is about all that a church can expect at the morn- 
ing service. 

We do not question the figures. Few churches 
in- our locality are able to muster a higher per- 
centage than that. But we do question whether the 
attendance at the morning service offers a fair 
thermometer of the spiritual life of the average 
church. 

Voluntary activities have increased year by year. 
Committee meetings, society meetings, personal 
work, special assignments call for member partici- 
pation during the seven days of the week. Should 
not those good people who work for the church dur- 
ing six days of the week, but who fail to attend the 
Sunday service, receive some recognition in any 
test which is made? 

This is not an attempt to minimize the impor- 
tance of the service of worship. No one should do 
that. But it is natural to expect that, as human 
energy is expended in other avenues in the service 
of the church, Sunday attendance may slip. 

Local. churches have been becoming more parish 
minded. They have been measuring their pro- 
grams not by the four walls of the church but by 
the geographical boundaries of the parish. Why 
should not attendance or participation tests be 
made in the same way? It is quite possible that if 
this standard of measuring is made, the spirit- 
ual temperature of the church may be much higher 
than attendance figures alone would indicate. 


From Easter On 


ASTER comes early this date. The minister 
F still has several months for active promotional 

work before the summer season. What shall be 
the emphasis. Hundreds of churches will stress 
the “Easter to Pentecost” program which has 
proven so effective is sustaining interest through 
the past several seasons. Others use the post Easter 
weeks for a new social emphasis. The Lenten are, 
of necessity, weeks of personal introspection and 
evangelism. Now we come to the time of the risen 
church. The heart in the pew should be ready for 
the social message. 
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«» Inquiries solicited «» 





THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by Hall craftsmen 


A number of our readers have asked 
for additional copies of the coupon which 
appeared on page 350 of the March issue. 
These are available for your use. We 

* shall be glad to send as many as you 
think you may conveniently use. 


address 
Church Management 
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They Say 
(from page 398) 

seemed to ease the strain in those who 

mourned the loss and seemed to lead all 

of us to realize that, after all, the child 

was right. 

Are we not asked to view death as 
sleep? ‘Truly, a little child shall lead us 
into a more beautiful understanding of 
death. How much better it would be 
for all of us to cast death from our 
vocabulary and speak of such as the 
sleep of peace from which the believer 
rises in the Resurrection of the Im- 
mortal. 

I am reminded of the instance when 
Jesus spoke of Lazarus whom others de- 
scribed as dead—“Our friend Lazarus is 
fallen asleep.” And it was only after the 
disciples failed to understand him that 


he accommodated himself to their lim- | 


ited comprehension and said “Lazarus is 
dead.” 

And after all these years, it is a little 
child who leads us into a conception of 
death in its true light and as Jesus in- 
tended. The words of the child, “Who 
is that sleeping there” struck a much 
deeper note and brought more comfort 
than any words the minister might have 
spoken. 

I reasoned that the child was right. 
“Who is that sleeping there?” Is it the 
life we knew or that part in which the 
spirit life had made its abode for a sea- 
son? Truly, the life and spirit we knew 
had taken its flight to the abode of the 
Redeemed. “Who is that sleeping there?” 
Yea, verily, the little child has led us! 

C. Nevin Stamm, 
Mann’s Choice, Pa. 





Ten Studies on the Child, by Jacob 
Tanner. Augsburg Publishing House. 
91 pages. 35c. 

The author of this book is Professor of 
Dogmatics and Christian Education of 
the Luther Theological Seminary, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. The purpose of the 
book is to help Sunday school teachers 
to do better work by giving them a bet- 
ter acquaintance with the characteristics 
of children and by pointing out how 
these characteristics should effect the 
teaching method. The age groups dis- 
cussed are the Beginners, Primaries, 
Juniors and Intermediates. 

The author presents the physical, men- 
tal, social, and moral characteristics of 
boys and girls of each of these age 
groups. The characteristics of the chil- 
dren are those usually mentioned in child 
psychology. In regard to the use of the 
characteristics there are occasional state- 
ments after which many children’s work- 
ers would probably place a question mark. 

For the group for which it is planned 
this little book ought to render a large 
service. 

J. E.R. 






























A Faith for Today, by Harris Franklin 
Rall. The Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Dr. Rall has been remarkably success- 
ful in accomplishing the task implied in 
the title of his book, namely, present- 
ing a faith adequate for today’s needs. 
In building this faith he has drawn on 
numerous sources, theology, philosophy, 
psychology, 
the whole body of Christian tradition, 
and the finished work is eminently clear 
and integrated. 


What one particularly likes in the 
work is its lucidity. Here are gathered 


science, and logic, besides | 


in NEW YORK 


STOP AT THE 


PRINCE 
GEORGE 








together the traditional doctrines of | 


Christianity and the essential features 
of the philosophy of religion, and set 
forth with a plainness that is entirely 
convincing. 

Dr. Rall’s theology continues the best 


features of the 19th century theology, 
and phrases them in terms readily com- 


prehensible to the layman. What is par- | 


ticularly fortunate is his retention of 
the immanence of God, a _ theological 
doctrine which has been subjected to 


no little disparagement since the de- | 


pression. 


All the questions men are asking about | 


religion are dealt with here, skillfully 
and dispassionately. The book is de- 
cidedly adapted for the use of adult 
classes, or study and discussion groups. 
Appended to each chapter is a list of 


useful questions which serve to highlight | 


the main points of the chapter. 


Dr. Rall’s style is almost classic in 
its simplicity. He has learnt the values 
of compression. There is a richness of 
meaning in every sentence he writes, 


which is a trait frequently lacking in | 


American works on religious subject. 
The high literary quality of the book is 
most commendable. 

W. W. R. 
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Mimeograph Bulletins, Programs, 


We have pleased thousands of churches and pastors. 
Cards, Tickets, Announcements, and all forms used by Church and Pastor. 


Satisfaction Guar- 


M., 800 Stewart Ave., COLUMBUS, O. 



















 A\llerton, until you leave, 
Ex you “feel at home”. Per- 
sonal friendly service, rest- 
ful rooms and good food 
guarantee your comfort. 
Well appointed gymnasi- 
um, swimming pool, and 
Roof Garden assure club 
5 0 0 advantages. Modern living 
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--y at moderate rates. 
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CLASSIFIED FOR SALE AND EXCHANGE 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 


Five cents 


Address Classified Department 


per word; minimum charge, 


75 cents 


Forms close 5th of month preceding 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio 

















BIBLE LECTURES 


George W. Hayward of North Carolina. 
Bible Lectures (two Sundays — evenings 
between.) Former field staff member 
Moody Bible Institute. Simple gift offer- 
ing. Charlotte Hayward, Secretary, Box 
5, Honesdale, Pa. 








BOOKLETS 











Marriage and Sexual Harmony, by 
Oliver M. Butterfield. Sound, simple, 
practical, definite and detailed informa- 
tion about the sex relationship in mar- 
riage. A valuable booklet to place in 
the hands of youth contemplating mar- 
riage. Recommended by doctors, minis- 
ters and educators. Fifty cents, post- 
paid. Lake Erie Press, 2130 Belle Ave., 
Lakewood, Ohio. 


BULLETIN BOARD 


For Sale: Neon Bulletin Board. Three 
colors of neon. Beautiful and attractive. 
Also a slightly used Mimeograph as 
good as new. Write Harold W. Ranes, 
Sullivan, Illinois. 





DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES 


Wanted: A minister in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks, 
typewriter ribbons, etc. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Central Type- 
writer Company, 132 No. Market St., 
Wichita, Kansas. 


HYMNALS 


PROJECTORS, SLIDES AND FILMS 








Hymns of Christian Life. Several Hun- 
dred copies. Cloth bound, splendid con- 
dition. Cost $1.00 per copy. Will sell in 
small or larger lots for 25¢ each, plus 
carriage. Church of the Covenant, Erie, 
Pennsylvania. 


MINISTERS’ EXCHANGE 


Presbyterian Minister in city church 
desires to exchange with pastor in 
smaller city. 
or northern Illinois, Indiana or southern 


Prefer location in central 


Wisconsin. Box “S”— Church Manage- 


ment, 


PROJECTORS, SLIDES AND FILMS 


Stereopticon Slides: Sermons — Lec- 
tures—Stories! Seeking the Lost; Prod- 
igal Son; What Think Ye of Christ? 
Yellowstone Park; David Livingstone; 
Abraham Lincoln; Ben Hur; Other Wise 
Man; In His Steps; Sign of the Cross; 
Her Mother’s Bible; One of His Jewels; 
Pilgrim’s Progress; Passion Play; Boy 
Scouts; Esther; The Man Without a 
Country. Any song you desire. Slides 
made to order. Christmas and Easter 
specials. Postal Card brings complete 
list. Standard Slide Bureau, Oberlin, 
Ohio. 








“The World’s Greatest Passion Play,” 
depicting the entire Story of the life of 
CHRIST. This Crowning achievement 
is more elaborate than the OBERAM- 
MERGAU Stage Play, complete story in 
5 reels. (NEW) 16 MM. Safety Film. 
Religious! Soul-Stirring! Heart-Reach- 
ing! Rent or Purchase. Write — Hemen- 
way Film Co., 37 Church St., Boston, 





SUMMER CRUISE 


Pastors, Teachers, Christian Workers, 
visit Pompeii, Venice, Athens, Egypt and 
Pyramids, Palestine, with selected group 
on special summer cruise under auspices 
Christian Herald. 57 glorious days. Low 
rates. Write Rev. W. L. Bennett, Group 
Organizer, Calvary Church, Sylvania Ave. 
& Jackman Rd., Toledo, Ohio. 





WEDDING CERTIFICATES 


Special Introductory Offer for $1.00. 
Six samples of Wedding Certificates, 
mounted on Leatherette, Veleur, and 
Mocotan. White, Brown, Blue and Gray, 
with matching envelopes. Value $1.20. 
Paragon Publishing Company, 1120 S. 
Limestone, Lexington, Kentucky. 


The Baronial—A new booklet certifi- 
cate. Service. Certificate. Pages for 
congratulations. You will like it. 20c 
per copy; 6 for $1.00. Lake Erie Press, 
2130 Belle Ave., Lakewood, Ohio. 








Minister’s Son Invents 
Invisible Ear Drum 


The Invisible Ear Drum invented by A. O. 
Leonard, a son of the late Rev. A. B. Leonard, 
D. D., for many years secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, for his own relief from extreme deaf 


ness and head noises, has so greatly improved 
his hearing that he can join in any ordinary 
conversation, go to church and the theatre and 
hear without difficulty. Inexpensive and has proven 
a blessing to many people. Write for booklet to 


A. O. Leonard, Inc., 
New York City 


Suite 94, 70 Fifth Avwenue, 











How Can a Presbyterian 
Minister Get Aheade 
By Frank Fitt 


In the May Issue of Church Management 
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Winona Lake School of Theology 


r A “oS . ' ' . 
Every man a recognized specialist in An opportunity for ministers, teach- 
his Department, both as Educator 
and Author, and true to the Chris- 
tian Fundamentals. 


Winona Lake, Indiana 





Fifty Free 
Rooms to 
Students. 








study. 





,) 


vacation time to highly 


ers, students and others to devote 





Two Semesters of 15 days each, July 7th to August 11th 








Prof. J. A. Huffman 
Dear 
he of the Apostle s 
Greek New Pestament 





Peot. Hi. T, Roatat 


New Testament 
Theology 





Prof. L. R. Marston 


Religious Education 





COURSES 


New Testament (The Acts), Old Testament (The Psalms), 
New Testament Theology (Based upon The Hebrews), Re- 
ligious Education, Church History, Sacred Music, Greek New 
Testament, Evangelism. 


a ~ ‘ ry” Y TY ry. » | ‘ 
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

For students to acquire extra credits to speed up their 
preparation. 

For students to make up needed credits. 

For ministers who began their active work before com- 
pleting their preparation, to complete the same during summer 
vacations. 

For Pastors to renew their habits of systematic study, to 
receive inspiration and obtain help in relation to present day, 
critical problems. 

For Teachers, employed during the regular school year, to 
earn credits toward higher degrees. 

For Missionaries to devote parts of furloughs to profitable 
study. 

For Sunday School Teachers to receive equipment for better 
service. 


Courses leading to the degrees: 
B.D., M. A. (in Theology) M.A. (in Rel. Ed.) and Th. B. 
Almost a score of denominations and about as many states 


and several foreign countries were represented in the 1936 
Session, 


A Place Where Work and Recreation Blend 
Admirable for Ministers’ and Missionaries’ Families 


Winona Lake is one of America’s beauty spots. It is away 
from the noise, heat and dirt of the city. Here are woodlands, 
lake, hillsides, valleys, trees, birds and flowers. Besides, here 
is to be had instruction with teachers who are among America’s 
greatest, and delightful fellowship with students of various 
denominations who are of the same precious faith. 


Work may be pursued in one or both semesters 


A Twelve Page Prospectus giving complete details of the 
1937 Session may be had for the asking. Address the Dean. 
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WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, MARION, INDIANA 
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“Not by 
Bread 


Alone”’ 


America’s material needs at this 
time may be great, but her spiritual 
needs are greater. Many church 
leaders feel that our spiritual needs 
are greater now than ever. Only a 
mighty revitalization of the nation’s 
spiritual life, according to Roger Bab- 
son, can bring a prosperity to 


America that will be permanent. 


The publication and distribution of 
THE UPPER ROOM, as a daily devo- 
tional guide for the home, is a move- 
ment to undergird and lift the level 
of the moral and spiritual life of the 
Nation. We believe THE UPPER 
ROOM, with a present circulation of 
more than 700,000, is making a very 
definite contribution to a_ nation- 


wide spiritual revival. 


FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 1 


“O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for 
thee: be thou their arm every morning.” Isa. 33: 2. 
(Read Matt. 14: 22-33.) 


E need strength at the beginning of the day. 

Are you saying: ‘“‘Why at the beginning? Then, 
if ever, we feel refreshed after rest and ready for 
the work of the day.” Therein lies the danger. We 
are strong. Why ask God to be our arm? We feel 
able to meet any emergency. We chafe at delay. A 
motion was introduced in a young people’s conven- 
tion “that we make the devotions ‘snappy’ because 
we have a lot of work to do.” That does not sound 
like Isaiah: “We have been waiting for Thee; be 
our strong arm, morn after morn” (Moffatt). 

The arm means action, protection, power, and serv- 
ice. God will be all of these to us if we are willing 
to “wait” for Him. Before the most important bat- 
tles of his military campaigns, Napoleon’s generals 
were wont to go to army headquarters and silently 
grip the hand of their leader. In that brief hand- 
clasp, the commander seemed to communicate his 
own strength and courage to his associates. He be- 
came an arm of power for their day! 

PRAYER 

O God, teach us that our strength is weakness unless it 
comes from Thee. May the song of the soul through the hours 
of this day be the glad refrain: “Sufficient is thine arm alone 
and our defense is sure.” Amen. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

The Man on the Cross reveals the God of the Ever- 

lasting Arms. Glenn Randall Phillips. 


This is a sample of the daily meditations appearing in THE UPPER ROOM 





Che Upper Room 


April, May, June Issue Now on Sale 


Pastors and group leaders may obtain THE UPPER ROOM in quantities of 10 
or more at 5 cents each; postpaid, with the privilege of returning unsold copies. 


Single copies may be obtained by mail for 10 cents, postpaid. 
yearly subscriptions are 30 cents, postpaid; foreign, 40 cents. 


Individual, 
Place your 


order at once to insure prompt delivery. 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Circulation Department 


Doctors’ Building, Nashville, Tennessee 






































